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Tourism industry not affected by riots 

AMMAN (J.T.) - The recent disturbances in southern 
Jordan have not affected the flow of tourists to Jordan, 
the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities said Tuesday! 
A spokesman for the ministry noted that the areas 
where the disturbances occurred were sites normally 
frequented by a small number of tourists. "Tourism 
facilities and services were not affected," and tourists 
continue to receive all facilities, the spokesman said. 
"No tourist was affected by the disturbances," the 
spokesman added. "What happened was a passing 
event, which should not have any negative bearing on 
the future of the tourism sector in Jordan." According 
to the spokesman, travel agents and hotels in Jordan 
reported inquiries from abroad about the situation but 
"no cancellations were made." 
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ismg, visiting Ramtha, urges citizens to remain united and steadfast 

We should push forward on path of dialogue, democracy and respect for human rights and reject chaos’ 
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RAMTHA (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday called on Jordani- 
ans to remain united and 
avoid actions that could 
lead to chaos and also 
pledged to continue to do 
everything in his power to 
help the people. 

Addressing a pally in this 
northern town, the King, 
who was accompanied by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and other 
officials, also said that “we 
should push forward on the 
path of dialogue, democra- 
cy and respect for hu man 
right and reject chaos." 

In a brief speech warmly 
received by a crowd of sev- 
eral thousand people, the 
King urged citizens to 
remain united and steadfast 
in building the country and 
confronting difficulties fac- 
ing it. 

“We stand together on 
firm ground depending on 
ourselves and working 
together to build our coun- 
try armed with awareness, 
resolve and determination 
to face the challenges under 
all circumstances in order 
to serve the future genera- 


tions," the King told the 
cheering crowd. 

"I have worked with you 
for the past 44 years and I 
would like to say that what 
remains of my life I will 
dedicate towards further 
endeavours and further 
construction to benefit the 
coming generations so they 
may have a decent living 
and prosperous life," he 
added. 

“I depend on your unity 
and your cohesion and 
determination to march for- 
ward along the path of 
reform and hard work to be 
carried out in an atmos- 
phere characterised with 
Shura, dialogue and true 
democracy, respect of 
human rights and respect of 
jaw and order as we stand 
in the face of anarchy and 
harmful actions which can 
only end in loss,” said the 
King 

“There can be no going 
back from progress and 
there can be no shirking of 
duty in protecting the 
achievements of this coun- 
try whose people stand 
united and steadfast in the 
face of all challenges," he 


said. 

The King reiterated that 
Jordan was determined to 
be true to the principles and 
objectives of the Great 
Arab Revolt 

Several local notables, 
including Parliament mem- 
bers from the northern dis- 
tricts, addressed the rally 
welcoming King Hussein, 
reaffirming allegiance to 
the Hashemite Throne and 
expressing support for the 
country’s economic reform 
programme. 

Ramtha streets and main 
squares were bedecked 
with flags and the King’s 
portraits. Local citizens 
performed dabkeh dances 
and lined the streets cheer- 
ing the King. 

Accompanying the King 
on the visit were Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah, Prince Faisal, 
Prince Ali, Prince Hamzeh 
and Prince Hashem. Prime 
Minister Kabariti, the 
King’s Military Secretary 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Talal Ben Mohammad and 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh. 
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Politicians agree on need for opening 
objective and balanced dialogue 
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By Nermeen Murad 
Special to the Jordan Times 
THE GOVERNMENT confirmed yester- 
day that a re-evaluation process of the 
whole political experience since 1989 will 
begin in earnest, once normal life is 
restored to the country, and pledged that 
this will be done in a democratic atmos- 
phere and according to democratic rules, 
and norms. 

The government also announced that it 
intends to start as- soon as possible a new 
dialogue with Parliament, as represented 
by parliamentary blocs, in order to put rela- 
tions, which were strained by the tussle 
over the issue of lifting subsidies on wheat 
and fodder prices, back on track. 

Senior officials said that the latter effort is 
already underway including with those who 
opposed the decision to raise the price of 
bread and animal feed. They cited as evi- 
dence the meetings that are planned 
between His Majesty King Hussein with 
parliamentarians and those that prime min- 
ister has had over the past three days with 


Karak deputy Nazih Amraarin and other 
members of Parliament who represent the 
south in both the Upper and Lower Houses. 

"Parliamentary opposition is legitimate 
and constitutional and we want to resume 
the dialogue with members of Parliament 
and parliamentary blocs,” Minister of 
Information Marwan Muasher said yester- 
day, pointing out that such dialogue will 
necessarily be with the legitimate and 
licensed political bodies only. There will 
be no dialogue with ‘’the kind of destruc- 
tive opposition that we witnessed on the 
streets Friday and Saturday,” Dr. Muasher 
asserted echoing what His Majesty King 
Hussein stated in a recent TV interview 
when he stressed the political bankruptcy 
of that opposition. 

“We want to open the door for discussion 
and dialogue,” the King told the London- 
based Middle East Broadcasting Corporation 
(MBC) television station in the interview that 
was aired Monday, “but first we 

(Continued on page 7) 


ats 


wuv? V. 
fs«* !•>' 


* 


Trade relations with Iraq are 
unlikely to suffer, officials say 
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By Natasha Bukhari 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN- Senior offi- 
cials yesterday dismissed 
contentions that trade and 
other ties between Jordan 
and Iraq would suffer as a 
result of involvement by 
pro-Iraqi Baathist elements 
in instigating the riots in the 
south. 

Contentions that efforts to 
boost trade ties with Iraq, 
following the adoption of 
the U.N.-sponsored oil-for- 
food formula under Securi- 
ty Council Resolution 986, 
will be undermined are 
untrue, two cabinet minis- 
ters told the Jordan Times. 

The two ministers said 
they believe that trade links 
with Iraq should not be 
affected “seriously" as the 
accusations of pro-Iraq 
Baathist involvement in 
the riots were not directly 
levelled at the Iraqi regime 
as such, but rather at Jorda- 


nians ideologically and 
organisationally linked to 
the Baath Party, the 
power-base of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

“We have not accused the 
Iraqi government of 
fomenting the riots,” said 
Trade and Industry Minis- 
ter Ali Abul Ragheb. While 
"it is true that we did 
accuse leftist parties with 
pro-Iraqi ideological affili- 
ations of instigating the 
unrest. But that should not 
have a negative impact on 
trade links between our two 
countries.” 

In agreement. Transport 
Minister Nasser Lawzi said 
that “Jordan separates the 
two issues in that the gov- 
ernment is "accusing mem- 
bers of the Iraqi Baath here 
and not necessarily them 
(Iraqis) directly ... we are 
accusing those members of 
a licensed political party in 
Jordan regardless of how 
closely connected it is to 


the mother party in Iraq.” 

The ministers' contention 
that the "the two issues are 
separate and should not be 
linked ” however, has 
received little support from 
Iraq watchers in Jordan 
who believe that the oil-for- 
food deal does not restrict 
Iraq’s choices of trade part- 
ners. 

“It is true that the trade 
embargo imposed against 
Iraq by the U.N. in 1990 
had practically ruled out 
other options for Baghdad 
than to use Jordan as an 
outlet," said an expert on 
Iraq-Jordan relations. “But 
the recent oil-for-food deal 
has created a new reality, 
whereby Baghdad is almost 
free to choose its trade part- 
ners,” he said, adding that 
rising tension in Jordanian- 
Iraqi ties (since the defec- 
tion last August of Hussein 
Kamel to the Kingdom 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday waves to cheering crovvds 
as he attends a rally in Ramtha (photo by Yousef Allan) I 

King today meets senators 
and deputies from south 

Kabariti exchanges views with southern 
parliamentarians on recent events, 
reaffirms no one will face injustice 


By Ramadan A1 Rawashdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein today meets with members of the 
Upper ana Lower House of Parliament 
from southern Jordan including those 
of Karak, Maan and Tafileh — areas 
which witnessed rioting in the past few 
days over the government's plans on 
subsidies. Deputy Ahmad Kasasbeh 
from Karak said yesterday. 

“On Thursday the King will meet all 
members of Parliament at the Royal 
Court,” said Mr. Kasasbeh. 

Mr. Kasasbeh made the announce- 
ment Tuesday following a meeting 
between deputies of the southern dis- 
tricts and Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
A1 Kabariti in the presence of Royal 
Court Chief Awn Khasawneh to 
review the situation in the south. 

According to Mr. Kasasbeh, deputies 
attending the meeting were Samir 
Habashneh, Hamad Al Maayta, Salem 
Zawaideh, Mashour Abu Tayeh, Jamil 
Heshoush, Tawflq Kreisban, Taha Al 
Habahbeh and Rateb Saoud. Mr. 
Kasasbeh is also a deputy from Maan. 

“These deputies held a meeting 
among themselves before meeting with 
the pnme minister and declared their 
outright condemnation of the acts of 
sabotage and destruction which the 
rioters lad caused to public and private 
institutions," Mr. Kasasbeh said. 

The deputies also discussed the situa- 
tion prevailing in the south, according 


to Mr. Kasasbeh, who said the depui :ies 
urged Mr. Kabariti to handle "ibe 
events and their consequences w ith 
wisdom and understanding” and ensi ire 
that “no one of those detained suffer 
injustice. "The prime minisiter 
promised to be very careful, adding tnat 
no one would be done any injustice blut 
only those involved in acts of sabotage 
will be referred to court. Mr. Kasasbeth 
said. 

“The deputies emphasised to Mr. 
Kabariti that the citizens of the southj- 
em regions of Jordan owe allegiance ti 1 
the King and the nation.” according h 
the deputy. 

Mr. Kasasbeh quoted the prime min- 
ister as saying: “we wanted to defuse 
tension and to thwart the plots con- 
cocted by the nation’s enemies and 
those who have allegiance to other 
countries." 

Another deputy, Samir Habashneh. 
demanded that the government investi- 
gate the situation and find out the real 
causes for the riots. “There must be 
social and economic reasons behind the 
recent events,” he said. 

He said the government must identify 
the elements behind the riots and the 
sabotage against police and private 


>ome circles could have tried to stir 
trouble for the government in a mani- 
festation of their protests against the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty,” said Mr. 
Habashneh. 


Curfew on Karak 
town is relaxed 


By Ayznan Al Safadi 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Authorities on 
Tuesday relaxed the curfew 
which was imposed on the 
southern riy of Karak Sat- 
urday after it was rocked by 
two days of riots against the 
increase in the price of 
bread, residents said. 

Karak Mayor Ahmad 
Mahadin said it was obvi- 
ous the curfew was being 
eased in what he described 
as a move aimed at gradual- 
ly lifting it. 

Residents said the situa- 
tion in the town, where the 
riots erupted after noon 
prayer on Friday, “was 
calm" and that there were 
no clashes between resi- 
dents and army units which 
are still deployed there. 

Mayor Mahadin, a mem- 
ber of the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) which has IS 
deputies in the Lower 
House of Parliament, told 
the Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview that the 
curfew was lifted for sever- 
al hours at different inter- 
vals when people were 
allowed to obtain necessi- 
tates. Telephone links 

"between Karak and' other 
cities, which were cut off 
again Monday, were 

restored yesterday. 

Mayors of nine villages in 
Karak Govemorate said the 
curfew was blocking the 
flow of goods and medi- 
cines to their areas from the 
centre of Karak town. 


In telephone calls they 
made to Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily, the mayors said there 
were shortages of food 
commodities and medi- 
cines because major suppli- 
ers of these commodities in 
Karak 's towncemre were 
suffering from the curfew. 
They demanded that the 
curfew be lifted immediate- 
ly- 

But Karak Governor 
Badreddine Al Wadian was 
quoted by the same news- 
paper as saying that there 
were no shortages of food 
or medicine in Karak or its 
surrounding villages. He 
said the curfew was being 
enforced partially and that 
merchants were being 
allowed to open their shops 
for citizens to buy what 
they need. Bakeries, he 
said, were also open and 
they have enough supplies 
to meet the residents’ 
demand for bread. 

Dr. Mahadin and other 
residents of Karak said that 
the army was still maintain- 
ing a heavy presence on 
street comers of the town, 
from which riots spread to 
other neighbouring towns 
and villages. 

Residents said to securi- 
ty forces were still arresting 
people suspected of either 
inciting the riots or taking 
part in them. Official fig- 
ures put the number of 
detainees at 150, with 104 
from Karak where pan- Arab 

(Continued on page 7) 


4 tabloid journalists 
held over ‘inaccurate, 
misleading’ reports 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four journal- 
ists from the Al Bilad 
weekly, including its pub- 
lisher and chief editor, have 
been detained on charge of 
violating the Press and 
Publications Law by carry- 
ing “inaccurate and mis- 
leading reports," informed 
sources said Tuesday. 

Separately. Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
confirmed that another 
journalist, Fuad Hussein, of 
the Al Aswaq daily, was 
also arrested on charges of 
direct involvement in activ- 
ities related to the rwo days 
of riots in southern Jordan. 

The four arrested from Al 
Bilad weekly were identi- 
fied as publisher Nayef 
Tawara, chief editor Khalid 
Khasasbeh and reporters 
Taha Abu Reden and Rakan 
Saideh. 

The sources said the four 
were held because of "inac- 
curate and misleading" sto- 
ries that Al Bilad carried in 
its coverage of the recent 
disturbances in southern 
towns. 

According to the sources, 
Al Bilad reported that 
Karak Deputy Nazih 
Ammarin was arrested in 
connection with the riots 
and that an infant had died 
after inhaling tear-gas fired 
i by police to disperse the 
rioters in Karak. 

Al Bilad headlined the 
‘ two reports on its first page 
land carried the stories 
.inside. The four were 
iirresred on Tuesday. 

Mr. Hussein of AJ Aswaq, 
who is a member of the 
executive council of the 
Jordan Press Association, 


was arrested in the early 
hours of Monday. 

Dr. Muasher told 
reporters Tuesday that Mr. 
Hussein “was not arrested 
because he was a member 
of the JPA council but 
because he was directly 
involved in the riots.” 

The minister was answer- 
ing a question whether the 
arrest of the Al Aswaq 
journalist came because the 
JPA’s name had appeared in 
a list of II professional 
associations, which, along 
with 11 political parties, 
purportedly called for the 
resignation of the govern- 
ment following the riots. 

The 1 1 professional asso- 
ciations said subsequently 
that they were not consult- 
ed or informed of the 
issuance of such a demand 
and distanced themselves 
from the purported joint 
statement. 

JPA President Seif Al 
Sherif also issued a sepa- 
rate statement saying the 
association was not a signa- 
tory to the demand for the 
government’s resignation. 

JPA sources said the asso- 
ciation, the umbrella group 
of Jordanian journalists, 
was trying to do what it 
could do help the arrested 
journalists. They said two 
of the Al Bilad journalists, 
Mr. Abu Reden and Mr. 
Saideh were not members 
of die association. 

It was the first reported 
arrests of journalists in con- 
nection with coverage of 
the riots, which are expect- 
ed to be the dominating 
theme for many Jordanian 
weekly tabloids that usual- 
ly appear at the end of the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Algeria’s main rebel 
movements condemn 
reported massacre 


CAIRO (AP) — TWo of Alge- 
ria's main Islamic groups Tues- 
day condemned a reported 
weekend massacre of 63 people 
and accused die Algerian gov- 
ernment of involvement The 
government, however, has 
denied any such attack took 
place. 

The respected Arabic daQy A1 
Hayat which on Monday report- 
ed the massacre, quoted uniden- 
tified sources in its Tuesday edi- 
tion confirming that the attack 
on two buses in southeastern 
Algeria did indeed take place 
Saturday. 

The London -based paper also 
quoted Anwar Hadam, an offi- 
cial of the Isl ami c Salvation 
Front (FIS), the main political 
wing of militants in Algeria, as 
saying the group strongly con- 
demned “such criminal opera- 
tions.” 

“We do not rule out that these 
operations are carried out by 
groups within the regime who 
are enemies of the Algerian peo- 
ple,' 1 said Hadam. “This attack, 
if it proves anything, proves the 
need to quickly find a political 
solution for the crisis.” 

Me Hadam’s group, known as 
the FIS from the initials of its 
name in French, was the leading 


Muslim fundamentalist party 
poised to win Algerian legisla- 
tive elections in early 1992 
before the army intervened. The 
army intervention was the start 
of last four years of violence in 
Algeria in which 50.000 people 
have died. 

The Algerian Brotherhood, 
another leading Muslim funda- 
mentalist group with close ties to 
the FIS, also condemned the bus 
attack. 

Musa Karwash, a spokesman 
for the group in France, accused 
Fran co-Berber militants sup- 
ported by the government’s 
intelligence unit of being 
involved in the attack. 

“Probably the reason is set- 
tling old debts, punishing the 
Muslim youth of Bama The 
regime Dying to draw attention 
from the failure of their ridicu- 
lous preparations for a national 
conference,” Me Karwasb was 
quoted as saying by AJ Hayat 

u We neither accept nor sup- 
port such a tenible attack on 
civilians uninvolved with the 
regime. And we condemn 
strongly the campaign in the 
French press which without 
reservation accused Muslims of 
the attack." Mr. Karwash said. 


More attacks in S. Arabia 
are inevitable — opposition 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Exiled 
Saudi opposition leaders 
said Tuesday they were 
convinced there would be 
more anti-American attacks 
in Saudi Arabia, with one 
saying Saudi officials may 
also be hit. 

Saad A1 Faqih, head of 
the London-based Move- 
ment for Islamic Reform in 
Arabia (MIRA). and 
Mohammad A1 Massari, the 
head of the Committee for 
the Defence of Legitimate 
Rights. (CDLR), both said _ 
more attacks , were 
“inevitable.” . 

Mr.. Faqih added: “These 
attacks could hit American 
targets but also Saudi offi- 
cials/' 

Saudi Arabia has many 
armed and well-organised 
young people who 
denounce tbeir government 
as "illegitimate” and who 
are determined to expel 
U.S. troops from the king- 
dom which houses the holi- 
est shrines in Islam. 
Mr.Faqih said. 

Both opposition leaders, 
who were reached at their 
headquarters in London, 
also insisted Tuesday that 
Saudi Arabia, despite its 
denials, has arrested mili- 
tants in ' connection with a 
June bombing that killed 19 
U.S. airmen. 


“Six Saudi Muslim 
extremists, who are veter- 
ans of the war in 
Afghanistan, have con- 
fessed to the attack,” said 
Mr. Faqih, whose group last 
Wednesday said a number 
of Afghanistan veterans 
had confessed to the bomb- 
ing in the eastern city of 
Khobar. 

“The six men are impris- ■ 
oned in Jubail prison 4 on 
the eastern Gulf coast, Mr. 
Faqih told AFP. 

. iThe Saudi . .authorities;., 
have not allowed the Amer- 
icans to question "The pris- 
oqers." I 

Mr. Massari told AFP that 
“four people — two> 
Kuwaitis and twc> 
Lebanese — were arrested! 
nearly a month ago iri 
Kuwait and handed over ten 
the Saudi authorities.” 

He said “the four mert 
confessed to foe attack iri 
Khobar/’ in which 19 U.S . 
airmen died when a truck i 
bomb exploded outside \ 
their military dormitory ait 
King Abdul Aziz Air Base: 
on June 25. 

A spokesman for the: 
Saudi embassy in Washing--; 
ton said Friday that people- 
have been questioned iri", 
connection with foe bomb; ■ 
ing although no arrests, 
have been made. 
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Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 77175 1. 
Amman Internation. a! 

Church Tel. 652526 
Evangelical Luther, in 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 8454 57 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish TeL 614 190. 


CHURCHES 
SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 
661757. 

Tfam Sancta Church TfeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 


WEATHER ; 

Bulletin supplied, by • the 
Department of Meleorolo-gy. 
Moderate summer wi rather 
conditions will prevail ' with 
temperatures below average 
by 3-4 degrees centigrade and 
winds northwesterly mrjderate 
to active. In Aqaba winds will 
be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. ' 
Min./Max. temp. 

Amman .....18/28 

Aqaba . — 22/35 

Deserts ! .....17/31 

Jordan Valley 23/35 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 28. Aqaba ;l6 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 56 per 
cent, Aqaba 37 per cent. 



CONCERT: The orchestra of the Noor A1 Hussein Foundation and the New England Orchestra on Tuesday per- 
form Beethovan classics at the Roman Amphitheatre in downtown Amman. The event was held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor, with Princess Wy dan deputising for the Queen. Francesco de Arago con- 
ducted the performance, proceeds of which went to welfare projects (Petra photo) 


Jihad bombed embassy 
in Islamabad — Egypt 


Taleban arrest 6 men 
over Russian escape 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Eg-ypt’s 
security sendees are now con- 
vinced the armed fundamentalist 


a police source said. 

The Jihad was set up in the 
1970s and nwte headlines when 


group Jihad was responsible for it claimed responsibility for the 
the November 1995 bombing of 1981 assassination of Egyptian 


Egypt's embassy in Islamabad, 
sources dose to the investigation 
said on Tuesday. 

Investigators reached this con- 
clusion after the recent amsst in 
Cairo and the northern Delta 
region of 41 members of the mil- 
itant group who made “full con- 
fessions,” one source said. 

The suspects gave police “the 
names of those behind the bomb- 
ing. which they said was planned 
and financed by Jihad leaders 
based in Europe, namely Ayman 
A1 Zawabri," the source said 

Zawahri is believed to be the 
main leader of the group and 
according to the Egyptian press 
lives in Switzerland, though 


President Anwar Sadat. It also 
claimed a failed attempt to Idfi 
former Prime Minister Atef 
Sedki in 1993. 

The government daily A1 
Akhbar on Tuesday accused 
London of sponsoring t e rror ism 
following reports that an 
international Islamic conference 
would be held next month in the 
British capital. 

A1 Akhbar. referring to a report 
by the Sunday Times in London, 
charged that the conference wifi 
bring together “the heads of ter- 
rorist groups in the Arab and 
Muslim world/' including Saudi 
businessman Ossam Ben Laden 


r “ & who is alleged to finance various 

Bme h» dmiedterepo ns. 


*522“. ‘The convtmingief tills confes- 

their confessions, win submined, 


tor during a visit he made to 
Egypt two weeks ago.” the 
source added. 

At the time Egypt's govern- 
ment press reported the visit but 
failed to give any details while 
the prosecutor was quoted as 
saying results of the investigation 
would be announced soon. 

The attack on November 19. 
1995. which killed 17 people, 
was claimed by three Egyptian 
fundamentalist groups: The 

Jihad, the Gamaa Islamiyah and 
the hitherto unknown Group for 
International Justice. 

The suspects who were recent- 
ly arrested belong to a Jihad cell 


Western countries- which have 
begun to suffer from terrorism 
are at the same time trying to 
protect and sponsor those behind 
this destructive phenomenon/* A1 
Akhbar said in an editoriaL 

The conference entitled rally 
for revival will be the third of its 
kind to take place since 1994. It 
will be held on Sept. 8 at the 
London arena, the Sunday Times 
said. 

Speakers this year will include 
Saudi opposition figure Moham- 
mad AJ Masaari as well as 
Mawl ana Zaahid-ur-Raashdi of 
Pakistan who heads the World 
Islamic Forum, organisers told 


comprising 70 militants, 30 of the newspaper. 


whom are on the run. "Some of 
them came from abroad, namely 
Britain where Jihad leaders live," 


Videotaped messages from 
leading militant leaders will also 
be broadcast at the conference. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afg- 
hanistan's opposition Taleban 
militia has arrested six men while 
investigating the escape of seven 
Russian airmen held hostage for 
more than a year, a Pakistan-based 
Afghan news service said on 
Tuesday.' 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
said the Taleban leadership had 
arrested three guards and three air- 
port officials to investigate how the 
Russians were able to trick their 
captors. 

The Russians escaped to die 
Uni ted Arab Emirates on Friday in 
their own plane along with three 
guards. The airmen, held in Kan- 
dahar in southern Afghanistan, 
had been allowed t»y Taleban lead- 
ers to visit their Dyushm-76 cargo 
plane for maintenance. 

UAE authorities were expected 
to hand over the three guards to the 
International Red Descent on 

■Tuesday: ; 

^ AIP said the c Met' of Taleban. 
ffdllSr .Ivfo^rnr^ Umar, spent 
Saturday at the airport to examine 
the possibility that the Russians' 
escape was a conspiracy. 

A Taleban spokesman had said 
TaJeban fighters had tried to block 
the runway with a jeep and then 
sent up a MiG Fighter and heli- 
copter in vain pursuit of die lum- 
bering cargo plane. 

The Russian's returned home to 
a hero's welcome in l&aretan on 
Monday after travelling through 
Moscow from the UAE 

The airmen, working for the 
Tatarstan-based Aero-stan Com- 
pany, were taken prisoner after a 
Taleban MiG-19 fig h ter forced 
then-plane to (and in August 1995. 

The Taleban, which controls 
about half of Afghanistan, said the 
plane's cargo of ammunition from 
Albania was evidence of Russian 
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NIGHT DUTY 


Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 


Italian, AI-Mubajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, -.*..775111/26 


Dr. Yousef Rashid 896301 

Dr. Khalil Abdo 732920 

Dr. WalidAl Masri ....675485 
Dr. Jnm'ah Abu Dhiab 
758848 

Flras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

AJ A sana pharmacy 637055 

A1 Sal am pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nainmkh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBXD: 

Dr. Mazin Abu Bakir 276852 

AJ Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseb 982799 

Khaiifeh pharmacy ...985417 


VSEFU1L 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192, 62U1I, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 

617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 

843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 

661176 


897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Reparis 

623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


Army, Marks 

891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal . Hospital 

674155 

Hie Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

(09)986732 

A1 Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


Hospital 

Hospital 


Hospital 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akilefa Maternity, 642441/2 
jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasfaer Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 
Al-Ahli, Abdali 664 1 64/6 


Hospital 


Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 


military support for President 
Burhanuddin Rabbam’s govern- 
ment. Moscow said the crew's 
nationality was coincidental 

The Russian pilots told a news 
conference in Moscow on Sunday 
that they tricked their guards into 
letting them board the plane, start 
tbe engine and take oft 

The Kandahar probe is being 
supervised by acorarrrission set up 
by the Taleban leadership after the 
incident which was tamed by 
faction's representatives a severe 
setback-The sources said the six 
had been held for imenogarioo by 
Taleban investigators. 

They did not identify them, but 
said they included three militia- 
men who were oo duty on Friday 
to guard the plane along with 
three ofoera who were taken by (he 
escapees with them. 

The three guards had moved 
away from tbe plane in the scorch- 
ing 'bear wriest in shade leaving 
three odes behind, the sources 
■sgkk -adding ttaf ; the 'reason for 
detuning the rest was not known. 

The Taleban leader Umar has 
been personally overseeing foe 
ongoing investigation in Kanda- 
har, the sources said. 

A Taleban official in Pakistan, 
Mulla Malang, said on Sunday 
the ‘Ill-organised” militia took die 
well-trained Russian airmen 
‘lightly.” 

He sad the pilot invited die 
three guards, two of whom were 
armed with Kalashnikov rifles, to 
escort the crew into foe plane for 
a technical check, up and that soon 
after starting foe engines foe air- 
men disarmed tbe guards. 

The plane could not be inter- 
cepted and the anti-aircraft hanery 
at Kandahar did not go into action 
because of the Tblebans presence 
on the aircraft, he said. 


Us 

(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian fRJfj 


Flights 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55 ....—Lamaca (RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:50 Doha. Bahrain CRJ) 

15:45 New York, Amsterdam 

OU) 

17:45 ...Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

18:00 Paris (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:50 Madrid (RJ) 

19:00 ...Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 
19:10 ..Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

19:15 Rome (RJ) 

19:15 London, Berlin (RJ) 

21:55 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

00:30 Beirut (RJ) 

01:10 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 


Other Flights 

12:00 Sanaa OYt 

12:15 Jeddah (SV) 

13:00 Karachi, Abu Dhabi 
<PK) 

15:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:40. ..Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14 JO Dims (TU) 

15:00 Vienna (OS) 

16:20 .Algiers (AH) 

19:00 Dubai *EK) 

20:40 . — London, Beirut (BA) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:40 .Tel Aviv (DO 

22:35 Larnaca (CY) 

23:20 -Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30 Athens lOA) 


Israel kidnapped 4 Lebanese report 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel kidnapped four Lebanese who hand, 
ed over to Syria a Mossad intelligence agent involved in foe 
assassination of a leading Palestinian militant. YefootAharon* 
newspaper reported Tuesday. The Mossad agent, a Palestinian 
recruited four years ago while studying in Bulgaria, was a 
source of information which led to the murder in Malta last 
October of Islamic Jihad chief Fathi Shaqaqi. it said. The killing 
is believed to have been the work of an Israeli hit squad. The 
four Lebanese were abducted on Feb, 22, at the orders of Israel's 
previous Labour government, after an investigation by the secret 
services and are still being held at an undisclosed location in 
Israel. The supreme court turned down an appeal for their 
release two months ago for security reasons, the paper said, 
without specifying where the initial arrests took place. Anot her 
Mossad agent was arrested in Syria just before the anti-terrorist 
summit held in the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm A1 Sheikh 
in March 1996. the Yediot said. Among the most prominent 
Lebanese abducted by Israel are Sheikh Abdul Karim ObeidJ$ 
leader of the Iranian-backed Hizbollah who was seized in Jufy 
1989, and another Muslim fundamentalist chief, Mustafa 
Dirani. in May 1994. Both are still being held in Israel. 


Labour protests Netanyahu apartment 


TEL AVIV f AFP) — Opposition Labour deputie s we re op in 
arms on Tuesday over the expense of the luxury apartment rent- 
ed for Israel's right-wing Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and his family. The parliamentary finance committee said the 
family would be housed in a Jerusalem apartment at a cast of 
$4,000 a month, until renovation work is completed at the offi- 
cial residence of the prime minister. Another apartment has been 
rented for Mr. Netanyahu’s bodyguards for another $800 a 
montli. “These lavish spendings are unacceptable at a time when 
budget cuts planned by the government are hitting the poorest 
sectors of society.” protested Labour Deputy Ofir Pines. News- 
papers have been full of reports on the extravagant tastes of foe 
prime minister's wife. Sarah Netanyahu. She was reportedly 
planning to stay in a luxury hotel in Oslo for $1,000 a night, at 
the government’s expense. 


Police kill two in raid on Istanbul house 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish police killed two people on Tuesday 
in an attack on a suspected guerrilla safe house in Istanbul, 0 
state-run Anatolian news agency said. The two died in dn 
exchange of gunfire with the police in the western Istanbul dis- 
trict of Eyup. the agency reported. It did not identify the dead 
Police in the past have raided houses where they believe Kur- 
dish separatist rebels or leftist guerrillas are sheltered. 


Kuwait pledges to aid Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Kuwaiti Crown Prince Saad AJ Abdullah AJ 
Sabah on Monday wrapped up a two-day visit here by promis- 
ing the emirate would take a greater role in the reconstruction of 
Lebanon, officials said. The sources said the crown prince tedd 
Lebanese officials that Kuwait wifi join the consultative group 
due to be set up under the terms of the April truce which ended 
Israel's 17-day offensive against Hizbollah in South Lebanon. 


Greece dismisses Turkish claims 


ATHENS (AFP) — Greece bn Tuesday’rejectedTufifey^s plans 
to claim compensation for damage to two of its consulates 
caused during angry protests asfrhe killife'gfc .of two Qi&fc^Cypri- 
ots on Cyprus. “They cannot be serious, 'especially in foe light 
of recent events during which the Turkish side was responsible 
for the deaths of young men and its provocative policies show 
that it is to blame for the troubles in foe region." said govern- 
ment spokesman Dimitris Reppas. Late Friday 600 protestors in 
the northeastern town of Komotini and 1,000 others on foe 
island of Rhodes threw stones and broke windows at tbe Turk- 
ish consulates. They were protesting foe 22-year Turkish oca* 
pation of the northern third of Cyprus and the killings of tflp 
Greek-Cypriots in troubles last week. Turkey has sharply 
protested the incidents and demanded measures to protect its 
diplomatic staff, while foreign ministry official Inal Bata said 
Ankara “reserved the right to claim damages and interest” But 
Mr. Reppas dismissed the idea saying the Turkish government 
should “prove itself to be more serious and look for strengtt 
arguments to present the case for its policies. The last thing we 
expect to hear from a serious government is a claim for finan- 
cial compensation for a bit of damage to its missions.” Mean- 
while. six young people aged between 15 and 23 were Tuesday 
charged with “aggression and damage to foreign proper- 
ty" following the incidents in Komotini. 




03:35 Antalia (TK) 

06:30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


19:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

07:10 Madrid 

(RJ) 

11:00 Rome (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJi 

11:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

12:10 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

12:45 Istanbul 

(RJ) 

19:45 Te! Aviv (add) 

(RJ) 

20:10 Calcutta (RJ) 

20:20 Colombo 

(RJ) 

20:45 Beirut 

(RJ) 

21:10 ...Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo 

(RJ) 

21:25 New Delhi (RJ) 

22:15 Muscat 

m 

22:50 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:30 Dubai 

(RJ) 

01:00 Sanaa (RJ) 


Kaachi (PK) 

14:30 Doha, Muscat. (GF) 

15:30 Turns 

(TU) 

15:50 Vienna 

(OS) : 

17:20 Shariqah . 

(AH) 

20:00 Dubai : 

(EK.) 

22:50 Tel Aviv.(LYj 

23:30 .Lamaca . 

(CY) 

00:20 Amsterdam 

(KL) 

04:00 Athens • 

(0\A) ’-i. - .’ 

04:35 Antafiaf 

(TK) , gf j 

07:25 .Tel Aviv (LT) I 


■ Upper/lower price in fils petty 

Apple... 7#*® 

Banana- 600/600 

Banana (mukhammar) -520^20 
Banana (importb^--ljBa«W 

Carrot -J6W96 

Cauliflower. 370/200 

Cucumber (large) ,™__240fel0 

Cucumber (small) 4S@|S0 

Eggplant 200930 

fig -3400*0 


Garlic 650/406 


Other Flights 

04:00 Amsterdam 

(KL) 

08:45 Beirut 

(ME) 

15 London (BA) 

1 5; M Sanaa (RJ) 

13:45 Jeddah 

(SV) 

14:15 Beirut, Abu Dhabi, 


Grapes. 400350' 

Lemon 54OWO0 

Marrow (large). 250/1?® 

Marrow (small) --....--jCOlBOO 

Mulukhiah —.1 1MW9 

Onion (diy) 15®W 

Okra-™...-. 8505ft 

Pea. 580ft DO 

Pepper (hot) 

^pper (sweet).. 
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Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 21, 1996 



EU grants JD lm to local farmers 


AMMAN (Petra) —The 
Agricultural Credit Corpo- 
ration (ACC) Tuesday 
received a JD 1 million loan 
from the Employment and 
Development Fund (EDF) 
to be loaned to local farm- 
ers to facilitate agrarian 
projects aimed at increasing 
income for those in the 
agricultural sector. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, the ACC will 
give soft loans to those 
wishing to initiate live- 
stock, cattle, sheep, or bee 
breeding projects in order 
to cultivate crops, honey or. 
to repair agricultural equip- 
ment for existing projects. 

Ali Jaddou director gen- 
eral for the EDF signed the 
agreement with ACC 
Director General Moham- 
mad Arabiyat and main- 


tained that the agreement 
was the third of its kind 
between the two agencies 
and conforms to the EDFs 
1996 strategy to provide 
hdp to unemployed and 
low-income groups 
mrough soft and long-term 
loans. 

The EDF is a government 
supported agency which 
also grants soft loans to the 
unemployed who aspire to 
start a business. 

He said that the EDF has 
loaned fanners JD2.25 mil- 
lion through the ACC 
which financed 47 agricul- 
tural projects which have 
reportedly created 750 jobs 
in the past two years . 

According to the Mr. Jad- 
dou, the loan forms part of 
a grant received from the 
European Community 


designed to Finance socio- 
economic projects in the 
Kingdom. 

ACC Director Arabiyat 
said that the loans will be 
given to small-scale farm- 
ers particularly those certi- 
fied from universities and 
colleges in the field of agri- 
culture and who demon- 
strate themselves capable 
of implementation of such 
projects. 

He said that persons 
heretofore unqualified will 
qualify for loans only after 
they have enrolled in train- 
ing courses to guide them 
in the successful execution 
of their labour. 

Training is provided at no 
cost by the ACC in con- 
junction with the EDF. 


V \V ; 
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Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Saad Hayel Srour Tuesday meets with 
visiting deputy speaker of the Algerian National Assembly Abdnl Qader Bouqareina 
to discuss ways to bolster Jordanian- Algerian collaboration particularly in parlia- 
mentary domains (Petra photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New fund to collect donations for needy students 

... - . . ... * * -•* - 

AMMAN (&TO — On the occasion of Her Majesty Queen 'Ndor^s birthdays which 
falls on Friday, a ne^Vly established student relief fund at Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion will start collecting donations to help needy students as schools prepare to open 
their doors for the new scholastic year on Saturday. The A1 Dm Noor (Knowledge is 
Light ) fund will distribute the donations among eligible students at public schools 
throughout the Kingdom. 

Tourist activity unaffected by tumult — ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — An official source at the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities 
Tuesday denied reports that recent skirmishes in some parts of the Kingdom will 
affect tourist activity. The source affirmed that ali reservations were fixed and that 
no cancellations bad taken place. 

RSCN meets with Syrian delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Syrian delegation representing the Ministry of Agriculture 
Tbesday arrived in the Kingdom on a ten-day visit to attend a training programme 
prepared by the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN). RSCN 
Director General KJtaled Irani said the programme is an outbranch of the 
agreemeent signed by RSCN delegtion with the Syrian Ministry of Agriculture ear- 
lier this year. The programme includes a visit to Wadi A! Mujib, A1 Shomari and Ai 
Azraq Reserves. 

Ministry urges preparedness for school year 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Education Secretary General Izzat Jaradat Tues- 
day presided over a meeting for vocational directorate and public education direc- 
torate personnel. Mr Jaradat emphasised an obligation that directors resolve any 
present complications which may face their institutions before the commencement 
of the scholastic year. He affirmed the ministry has created a general plan for a suc- 
cessful initiation of the school year. 

JBA bids farewell to ambassadors 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA) Tbesday organ- 
ised a meeting with the Canadian Ambassador to Jordan Michel de Salaberry and 
the German Ambassador Heinrich Reiners on the occasion of the conclusion of their 
tour of dutv. JBA President Hamdi Tabba welcomed the two ambassador and 
praised their role in developing relations with Jordan in diverse Gelds. Minister of 
Social Development Hammad Abu Jamous also attended the assembly. 

Garden installed in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — Six public gardens were installed this year by the Gardens 
Department of Amman Municipality in various parts of Amman governorat^The 
appellations of the gardens are Al Sahafiyeen, A 1 Shaab, Hitteem Al Muhameen, 
Al Arm. Al Amm and Al Wannannat The total cost of these gardens came to JD 
186,000. 



-SEMINAR V. \ 

* “Readings in the Arabic Music” at the Royal Cnltural Centre at 7:00 pm. ' . 

. FILM 4 -, \ 

• -You Only Live Twice” (James Bond 007) at the British Council at 7:00 pan. v 

; : EXHIBITIONS ? . ; ; 

I •Opening of “SummerW exhibition W 

i(mbSowed by a concert of “oriental jazz” by Iraq, mtqi^n pan Madfa 1 af 7J0] 

^• i^.e fto.^oiW-eshifaidon by JOrdnuiaverPetdgi«,Adil Centre, S^ebabjffl. 
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1969 Al Aqsa blaze remembered today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan- 
today observes the 27th 
anniversary of the confla- 
gration of Al Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem. 

The blaze was set by a 
Jewish arsonist who Israeli 
authorities claimed ro be a 
mentally deranged sealer 
living in Jerusalem. 

The fire raged for five 
hours, scorching different 
parts of the holy shrine and 
completely incinerating the 
priceless chandeliers, the 
carpets and the minbar 
(pulpit), as well as provok- 
ing the collapse of a section 
of the wooden and orna- 
mented ceiling. 

On the eve of the anniver- 
sary, the Jerusalem Soci- 
eties in Jordan convened a 
special meeting during 
which several prominent 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
personalities delivered 
speeches, according to a 
statement released. 

The statement which was 
signed by Muslim as well 
as Christian leaders of 
Palestine and Jordan reaf- 
firmed the need for preser- 
vation of the religious and 
cultural heritage of the 
Arab city of Jerusalem 
which houses sacred Chris- 
tian and Muslim boly mon- 
uments. 

“The City of Jerusalem 
which shelters these 
shrines venerated by more 
than two and half billion 
adherents should remain 
open and free for all 
humanity and therefore 
ought not to be the victim 
of neither aggression nor 
the force of occupation.'’ it 
read 

“This holy city appeals to 
all who believe in God as 
well as all social, religious, 
and cultural organisations 
who must act to end the 
Israeli occupation of the 
Holy Shrines and to pre- 
vent Zionists from distort- 
ing the image and character 
of the Arab city by destroy- 



The Dome of the Rock stands a few metres away from Al Aqsa Mosque which suffered 
ish extremist attempted to incinerate it in 1969 (File photo) 


ing its holy sites through 
continued excavations," 
added the statement. 

The statement drew atten- 
tion to Israel’s continual 
drive to build settlements 
on confiscated Arab land 
within the Jerusalem area 
and urged the international 
community to pressure the 
Israeli government to repu- 
diate such illegal measures 
and comply with UN reso- 
lutions concerning 

Jerusalem. 

Also on the eve of the 
anniversary, the Al Aqsa 
Mosque director at the 
Ministry of Awqaf and 


Islamic Affairs Sheikh 
Rafiq Al Khatib Tamimi 
recalled that His Majesty 
King Hussein has afforded 
special attention to the 
restoration of the AI Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of 
ihe Rock and that since 
1954 through a special 
committee of the ministry 
the King has spent S19 mil- 
lion on restoration work 
including $10 million from 
his personal assets. 

Addressing the meeting 
Tuesday former Minister of 
Public Works Raef Nijem 
said that the 1969 arson 
was not of the work of one 


person, but rather an action 
complicit with Israeli 
authorities to harm the 
shrine. 

He maintained that the 
Israeli municipality cut the 
water supply from the 
mosque area to prevent the 
local people from extin- 
guishing the blaze. 

But the Arab residents of 
the city managed to secure 
sufficient water for extin- 
guishing the five hour fire, 
he said. 

Mr. Nijem also drew 
attention to recurrent 
Israeli excavations below 
the shrine intended to 


se \ ltd damage after a Jew- 
* 

accelerate its eventual col- 
lapse . 

Former Prime Minster 
Taher Masri addressed the 
ceremony and called on 
Arabs ;md Muslims inter- 
nationally to unify their 
stance in the lace of such 
Israeli illegal operations . 

He spoke of recently 
formed committees for the 
defence of Jerusalem 
which group Jordanian and 
Palestinian, Christian and 
Muslim notables dedicated 
to rallying world support 
for ending the occupation 
and halting desecration of 
holy shrines in Jerusalem. 


Indonesia, Jordan 
cement talks on 
vocational training 


AMMAN (Petra) — Indone- 
sian and Jordanian officials 
agreed Tuesday to exchange 
vocational training curricula 
as well as educational plans 
and programmes concerning 
vocational and human 
resource training in the two 
countries. 

Visiting Indonesian Minis- 
ter of Manpower met with 
the Director General of the 
Vocational Training Corpo- 
ration (VTC) Ali Nasrallab 
in a conference attended by 
officials from both countries. . 

Mr. Nasrallah briefed die 
Indonesian minister on the 
role of the VTC in Jordan, 
elucidating that the corpora- 
tion centres around the coun- 
try have certified 110,000 


trainees since 1977 and men- 
tioned that the instruction is 
conducted in conjunction 
with private enterprises such 
as factories in order to secure 
adequately qualified man- 
power.. 

He also outlined the VTC's 
partnership with vocational 
training institutions in Arab 
and international countries to 
better educate and inform 
young trainees in Jordan. 

Indonesian Ambassador to 
Jordan Eddy Sumantari pre- 
sented an overture regarding 
vocational training pro- 
grammes in his country 
asserting that these training 
centres turn out highly 
skilled people for particular 
trades. 


Saudis scout for 
female teachers 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
group representing various 
educational departments in 
Saudi Arabia arrived in 
Amman and began their 
search for Jordanian women 
teachers to work at girls 
schools in Saudi Arabia, 
according to Sheikh 
Suleiman Zayedi. member 
of a Saudi council designat- 
ed to procure such contracts. 

After meeting with Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Knbariti Tuesday to brief 
him on the committee’s 
goals, Sheikh Zayedi 
released a statement that Jor- 
danian women instructors to 
be selected for work will be 
employed at Saudi Arabian 
public schools and at women 
teacher training colleges. 

Sheikh Zayedi further 
informed the Prime Minister 
that his committee bas 
finalised contracts with 2500 
Jor dani an mal e teachers, the. 
first group of which left by 
air for Sdqdi Arabia Monday 
to assume their posts there at 
the stan of the scholastic 
year later this month. 

Speaking at the meeting 


Mr. Kabariti voiced Jordan's 
satisfaction with the better- 
ment in relations between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia and 
emphasised the Jordanian 
government's determination 
to further the alliance. 

He also expressed Jordan’s 
gratitude to King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia who instructed 
the Saudi government to 
employ Jordanian teachers 
in the hope that this might 
help resolve the Kingdom’s 
unemployment dilemma. 

Sheikh Zayedi described 
his meeting with the Prime 
Minster as fruitful, quoting 
Mr Kabariti as demonstrat- 
ing interest in the Saudi 
committee's mission with a 
pledge to provide die best 
possible teachers to work in 
Saudi Arabian schools. 

The 2500 teachers who 
depart this week for Saudi 
Arabia resume duties at pub- 
lic and private institutions, at 
teacher training colleges, 
and schools providing spe- 
cial education for handi- 
capped children. 




to grant scholarships 


By Shehab Makahleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Teaching 
and training programmes 
for the Madaba Mosaics 
School recently benefited 
from increased attention 
as directors of the institu- 
tion joined with selected 
ministers to discuss its 
projected future. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irshei- 
dat Monday joined with 
the Italian charge d’af- 
faires at the Italian 
Embassy Rafaeli de Bene- 
dicti as well as Cultural 
Attache Giovanni Bene- 
nati to review the school’s 
progress and possibilities 
for renewal. 

Mr. Benenati told the 
Jordan Times that *the 
school was established in 
1992 and began its train- 
ing programme for Jor- 
danian students in the first 


phase of the project. 

He added thai the school 
is unique in the Middle 
East and provides students 
with both technical assis- 
tance and academic train- 
ing. 

“Our goal is to provide 
Jordanian students with 
both theoretical and prac- 
tical models." 

Mr. Benenati confirmed 
that the school had grant- 
ed seven scholarships in 
the last four years to stu- 
dents invested in strength- 
ening their restoration and 
maintenance capacities 
and that they anticipate 
granting increased schol- 
arships in the next two 
years. 

To be eligible for enrol- 
ment in the faculty, he 
added, students must have 
completed the tenth “rude 
level: they then study for 
two years in the Madaba 
school until thev are 


awarded the Tawjihi certi- 
fication in the industrial 
field. 

“We are currently work- 
ing with the Ministry of 
Education to conceive of a 
method that students who 
embark on a work-study 
programme lor an addi- 
tional year might receive a 
diploma in addition to 
their certification." 

Department of Antiqui- 
ties Director General 
Ghazi Bisheh, Madaba 
Mosaics School Coordi- 
nator Giufeppe Infranca, 
Father Michele Piccirillo 
and mosaics experts Ser- 
gio Pezzi and Antonio 
Vaccalluzzo also attended 
the meeting which 
focused on restoration 
projects of Mosaics Map 
in the Apostles Church in 
Madaba. 

They also conferred 
about issues related to 
tourism. 
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Minister of Public Works and Housing Abdul Hadi Majali presides over a meeting 1 
at his office Tbesday to discuss internal regulations for a national council entrusted 
with supervising the implementation of the national building code. The code is 
designed to reign in construction operations and to end random and disorganised 
operations so that pnblic safety may be ensured (Petra photo) 
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Police assault ends 
S. Korean campus siege 


SEOUL iR) — South 
Korean riot police backed 
by helicopters and assault 
troops stormed a Seoul 
campus Tuesday to end a 
seven-day occupation by 
students demanding reunifi- 
cation with North Korea. 

They smashed through a 
bonfire of wooden desks 
and chairs engulfing the 
main entrance of a teaching 
block and flushed out about 

1.000 mostly female stu- 
dents after a pitched battle. 

Hours later, a further 

1.000 or so terrified stu- 
dents holed up in a nearby 
science block fled into 
alleys and hills surrounding 
the Yonsei University cam- 
pus where they were hunted 
down. They had earlier 
threatened to explode gas 
canisters and dangerous 
chemicals seized from labo- 
ratories. 

In all 3,225 students were 
arrested, bringing the total 
held in a week of pro- 
Pyongyang agitation at 
Yonsei to around 5.500. 

Dozens of students were 
injured in the assault by 
denim-clad riot police 
trained in martial arts apd 
many had blood streaming 
from head wounds as they 
were dragged away. 

A South Korean news 
photographer was in critical 
condition in hospital after 
being struck on the head by 
a rock. 

The raid started just 
before dawn when police 
helicopters skimmed low 
over the classroom complex 
and dropped liquid teargas 
on students packed on the 
roof. 

Thousands of riot police 
rushed the building, occu- 
pied by undergraduates call- 
ing for unity with North 



A student-built barricade at the entrance to the com- 
bined studies building on the South Korean Yonsei 
University campus burns shortly after riot police began 
an assault on the building at dawn in Seoul Tuesday 
(Reuter photo) 


Korea on Pyongyang's 
terms that would leave the 
governments of both North 
and South intact. 

The students also de- 
manded the withdrawal of 
U.S. troops stationed in the 
South, which is still techni- 
cally at war with the North 
since the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

Police held aloft metal 
shields as students rained 


down rocks, desks, chairs 
and petrol bombs. 

After leaping across 
flames at the entrance and 
clambering through 

smashed windows, they 
were briefly beaten back by 
a raging fire in the lobby. 

Firefighters successfully 
brought the blaze under 
control. 

By then, some students on 
the roof were waving white 


Former Arkansas governor gets 
probation in Whitewater, ease 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 
(Rl — A federal judge 
Monday gave former Ar- 
kansas Governor Jim Guy 
Tucker four years probation 
for his part in a Whitewater- 
related case, but postponed 
sentencing of businessman 
James McDougal in the 
clearest sign yet that Mr. 
McDougal was cutting, a 
deal with prosecutors. 

Mr. Tucker, who resigned 
his office in July, escaped 
without jail time because of 
a life-threatening liver 
problem that physicians tes- 
tified had a 50 per cent 
chance of killing him within 
two years if he does not get 
a liver transplant. 

“The court is convinced 
that a sanction requiring 
imprisonment would be as 
cruel as a grave,” U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge George Howard 
said. He said Mr. Tucker 
could not leave his home for 
1 S months except to receive 
medical treatment or attend 
church, and ordered him to 
pay $294,000 in restitution 
to the Small Business Ad- 
ministration and $25,000 in 
fines. 

Mr. Tucker. James Mc- 
Dougal and his ex-wife Su- 
san McDougal were con- 
victed in May on charges 
they defrauded federally- 
backed financial institutions 
in a complex mid-1980s 
plot to raise money for real 
estate and business ven- 
tures. Susan McDougal was 





Former Arkansas Gover- 
nor Jim Guy Tucker 
(Reuter photo) 

to be sentenced Tuesday. 

Prosecutors alleged one of 
the illicit deals improperly 
benefited the failed White- 
water Development Corpo- 
ration in which President 
Bill Clinton, then-governor 
of Arkansas, and his wife 
Hillary were partners with 
the McDougals. 

In an order dated Aug. 9 
and unsealed Monday just 
hours before sentencing 
was to take place. Judge 
How-ard postponed James 
McDougal’s sentencing un- 
til Nov. 18. He also imposed 
a gag order on all involved. 

Reports began surfacing 
last week that Mr. McDou- 
gal was negotiating with the 
Team of independent coun- 
sel Kenneth Starr, who is 
leading the Whitewater 


probe into Mr. Clinton’s 
personal and political fi- 
nances. and a deal was in 
the works. 

Sources close to Mr. Mc- 
Dougal said Sunday the 
reports were true, but Mr. 
Starr refused to confirm 
them Monday after the sen- 
tencing. 

He did tell reporters the 
Whitewater investigation 
was “moving forward very 
rapidly” on several fronts. 
Neither he nor Ray Jahn 
would discuss Tucker's 
light sentence, but Mr. Jahn 
had asked Judge Howard to 
give the former governor a 
"substantial period" in 
prison. 

A plea bargain deal 
between Mr. McDougal and 
prosecutors could be worry- 
ing for the White House 
because Mr. McDougal was 
closer to Mr. Clinton than 
anyone else brought to trial 
so Far in the politically 
charged Whitewater investi- 
gation. Along with their 
partnership in the disastrous 
Whitewater venture, the 
two men were close politi- 
cal allies for many years. 

The president was not 
charged in the Whitewater 
case^ but a key prosecution 
witness alleged Mr.Clinton 
pressured him to extend an 
illegal $300,000 loan to 
Susan McDougal in 1986. 

Mr. Clinton denied the 
allegations in videotaped 
testimony. 


flags to signal*surrender. 

On the rooftop of an adja- 
cent building, assault troops 
dropped by helicopter and 
wearing black balaclavas 
trained automatic weapons 
on student occupiers. 

One male student clung 
by his fingertips from the 
roof and threatened to let go 
in a suicide bid before 
changing his mind. 

Police grabbed and pum- 
melled him with their fists. 

Large parts of the class- 
room building were gutted 
by fire and equipment was 
smashed beyond repair. 

Students fleeing from the 
science block scrambled 
over alleyway rooftops in 
their desperation to avoid 
club-wielding police. Some 
resisted arrest by hurling 
rocks and brandishing iron 
bars. 

Minutes before their es- 
cape, a student leader de- 
nounced the raid at a news 
conference as a “murderous 
crackdown." 

On Saturday police cut off 
food and medicine to the 
students. Dozens were 
rushed to hospital Monday 
suffering from hunger and 
exhaustion. 

Militant students find 
themselves isolated from a 
hostile public as they press 
their violent campaign for 
reunification. 

Heroes of the battle for 
democracy in the late 
1980s, when the middle 
classes rallied behind them, 
the radical students have 
now alienated ordinary 
South Koreans by embrac- 
ing Pyongyang's blueprint 
for a single Korea. 

Tuesday's assault was the 
worst campus violence 
since President Kira Young- 
Sam took power in 1993. 


U.S. Navy 
says its jets 
tailed 

Qantas plane 

TOKYO (R I — The United 
States stepped forward 
Tuesday to reveal that two 
of its Fighter jets, not 
Japanese planes, flew close 
to a Qantas passenger air- 
craft off Japan 12 days ago. 

The acknowledgement 
came after Australian 
Broadcasting Corp (ABC) 
reported that Qantas Flight 
22 from Tokyo to Sydney 
was tailed by Japanese mil- 
itary aircraft off Japan's 
Pacific coast on Aug. 8. 

’Two U.S. Navy F/A-18 
‘Hornet* fighter aircraft 
flew below and came no 
closer than 1.200 feet to a 
Qantas Airlines 747 at 
11.54 a.m.. Aug. 8, 20 
miles northeast of Japan's 
Miyake-Jiraa, 1 ' the U.S. 
military command said-in a 
statement released in 
Tokyo. 

“The 1.200 foot separa- 
tion is within authorised 
International Civi] Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) pro- 
cedures, and regarded by 
ICAO standards as both 
safe and acceptable." the 
statement said. 

The two fighter aircraft 
were flying on the edge of 
a designated milifiuy train- 
ing area below the Qantas 
747, the statement said. 



A South Korean riot policeman walks over the heads and bodies of captured students 
on the rooftop of the combined studies building on the Yonsei University campus in 
Seoul Tuesday. South Korean riot police, backed by helicopters and assault troops, 
stormed into Seoul university building ending the seven-day violent occupation by 
students demanding reunification with North Korea (Reuter photo) 

India vetoes nuclear test ban treaty 


GENEVA (Rl India told the confer- 
ence on disarmament Tuesday that it 
could still not accept a draff nuclear text 
ban treaty, preventing its formal adop- 
tion in Geneva after more than two years 
of negotiations. 

At a meeting called to examine the final 
report on negotiations for a 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), 
Indian Ambassador Arundhati Gbose 
was fiercely critical of a text that she said 
was unbalanced and violated India's sov- 
ereignty. 

She confirmed that India, which 
blocked the treaty last week, would veto 
Its transmission to the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York for signature at 
the end of next month. 

“Our opposition to that text continues," 
Ms. Ghose told the conference. “We 
would not, therefore, agree to it being 
forwarded to the UNGA (General 
Assembly) in any form by this confer- 
ence." 

Her remarks were greeted with anger 
by India's neighbour and long-time foe 
Pakistan. “Today, the mask of the smil- 
ing Buddha has been torn off, revealing 
the face of the goddess of war,” Pakistani 
Ambassador Munir AJcrazn told the con- 
ference. 

“Pakistan would regret any procedure 
that would circumvent the conference on 
disarmament, the single multilateral dis- 
armament negotiating forum." he added. 

Yet supporters of the treaty, which 
include all five declared nuclear powers, 
hope to bypass India's veto in Geneva 
and have the treaty signed anyway at the 
General Assembly. 

The conference on disarmament, or 
CD, takes all decisions by consensus of its 
61 member states. But if the treaty text 
were presented to the General Assembly 
in the form of a co-sponsored resolution, 
it would need only a simple majority of 
the 185 member states to be adopted — 
although opponents of the treaty could 
also propose amendments to it. 

It was not clear whether Ms. G hose’s 
remark that the treaty could not be for- 
warded to New York ‘tin. any form" 
meant the CD would not be able even to 
transmit the negotiating report to the 
General Assembly. 

That report clearly says there is no con- 
sensus on the text but Western diplomats 


said that since it refers to the text it 
would be procedurally easier to intro- 
duce the treaty in New York if the report 
was forwarded. 

If not, a co-sponsored resolution could 
be more difficult to introduce if the 
treaty were still to be open for signature 
from the end of September. 

India’s main problem with the treaty Is 
that it does not commit the five declared 
nuclear powers — the United States, 
Russia. China. Britain and France — to a 
timetable for full nuclear disarmament, 
and instead encourages the divide 
between nuclear ‘‘haves" and “have 
oots." 

After rejecting the treaty on those 
grounds, New Delhi was further angered 
when the draff text demanded that India 
was among those that signed up to the 
treaty before it could enter into force. 

India, along with Pakistan and Israel, is 
one of three “nuclear threshold states” 
that have the capability to swiftly build 
nuclear weapons. New Delhi exploded a 
nuclear device in 1974, but has not 
undertaken any nuclear tests since then. 

Ms. Ghose told the CD that New Delhi 
had led the call for a test ban treaty as far 
back as 1954, but the Geneva negotia- 
tions had ignored their mandate to nego- 
tiate a universal, balanced test ban. 

She was particularly critical of the 
text’s clause on entry -in to-force. saying: 
“It is unprecedented in multilateral 
negotiations and international law that 
any sovereign country should be denied 
its right of voluntary consent on adher- 
ence to an international treaty." 

The United States reacted angrily 
Tuesday to India’s formal veto of the 
nuclear test ban treaty and said it would 
work to bypass New Delhi’s opposition 
and have the treaty adopted and signed 
anyway. 

After a meeting at which India con- 
firmed its veto, U.S. Disarmament 
Ambassador Stephen Ledogar accused it 
of being “insincere" in its arguments 
against the test ban, telling reporters: 
“The real reason is that the current gov- 
ernment in New Delhi wants to maintain 
the nuclear weapon option." 

Mr. Ledogar said the comprehensive 
test ban treaty was never meant to be a 
nuclear disarmament pact until India 
decided last year that it should be so. 


Hunt for girls widens in Belgian sex scandal 


BRUSSELS (R) — 

Belgian police have 
turned to other countries 
in their search for two 
teenage girls who were 
abducted a year ago by a 
convicted child sex 
offender at the heart of a 
widening sex scandal, 
Belgian media said 
Tuesday. 

The media spotlight fo- 
cused particularly on the 
Czech Republic, but there 
were also reports that 
Interpol in Germany, the 
Netherlands and France 
had been asked for help. 


into prostitution, possibly 


in the Czech Republic. 

Officials in the case 
would only say there 
were foreign leads. 

"Unbearable,” Het 
Laatste Nieuws newspa- 
per said, referring to the 
tension being borne by 
the parents of An 
Marchal and Eefje 
Lambrecks, who went 
missing at the Belgian 
port of Ostend in August 
1995. 

BRTN radio Tuesday 
quoted An‘s father. Paul 
Marchal, as saying it 
could still be a matter of 
days before the case was 
solved. 

BRTN said a Fifth sus- 
pect in the case had been 


detained after a series of 
house searches Monday 
but magistrates in charge 
of the case in Neuf- 
chateau, southern Bel- 
gium, were not immedi- 
ately available for com- 
ment. 

The main suspect in the 
biggest child sex scandal 
in Belgian history is 
Marc Dutroux, a convict- 
ed child abuser and 
unemployed father of 
three. 

Mr, Dutroux and associ- 
ate Michel Lelievre were 
formally charged last 
Friday with abduction 
and illegal imprisonment 
after police rescued 
Laetitia Delhez, 14, and 


Sabine Dardenne, 12, 
from a cell in a house 
owned by Mr. Dutroux. 
Both girls had been sexu- 
ally abused. 

Michelle Martin, Mr. 
Dutroux' second wife, 
was charged Monday 
with being an accom- 
plice. 

National euphoria at the 
rescue runted to dismay 
and anger at the weekend 
when Mr. Dutroux led 
police to the bodies of 
eight-year-olds Julie 
Lejeune and Melissa 
Russo, who had died of 
starvation early this year 
after being kidnapped in 
June 1995. 

The children will be 


buried Thursday. 

The leader of the inves- 
tigation into the case of 
British serial killers Fred 
and Rosemary West, 
whose house and garden 
in Gloucester contained 
the bodies of several 
murdered women, has 
offered to help Belgian 
investigators, BRTN 
radio said. 

Brussels businessman 
Jean-Michel Nihoul 
arrived amid tight securi- 
ty at the Neufchateau 
Court building Tuesday. 
He is to be formally 
charged with criminal 
association. Assistant 
Magistrate Jean-Paul 
Pavanello said Monday. 


BRTN radio said the 
fifth arrested person is 
the Dutch boyfriend of 
Mr. Nihoul’s former wife. 
His house in Brussels and 
caravan in Dinant, south- 
ern Belgium, have been 
searched. 

Belgian newspaper Het 
Nieuwsblad said Mr. 
Dutroux abducted girls 
for a nerwork with inter- 
national links. 

BRTN said a total of 15 
house searches had been 
carried out Monday. 

Public anger spread fur- 
ther at the fact that Mr. 
Dutroux had been 
released for good behav- 
iour 10 years early in 
1992 from a 13-year sen- 


tence for rape and child 
abuse. 

Former Belgian Justice 
Minister Melchior 
Wathelet. blamed by 
Julie's and Melissa’s par- 
ents for having approved 
Mr. Dutroux's release, 
said he too was shocked. 

But he told BRTN radio 
he had released him in 
good faith on the basis of 
a full judicial report 

At least 15 children 
have disappeared in 
Belgium in the past six 
years. Seven have now 
been found dead, six are 
still missing and only two 

— Delhez and Dardenne 

— have been rescued. 


Thai politician 
expresses himself 
with gifts 

BANGKOK (R) — Thak- 
sin Shinawatra, die tycoon- 
turned-politician leader of 
the Palling Dharma Party 
which recently pulled out 
of the coalition govern- 
ment, is showering his for- 
mer colleagues with expen- 
sive gifts. Mr. Thaksin, 
who made a fortune in 
telecommunications and 
computers before turning 
to politics, is known for 
lavishing his friends and 
colleagues with expensive 
presents. Last week, Mr. 
Thaksin said he sent a 
.145,800 baht ($5,832) bot- 
tle of Romanee-Cond wine 
to Prime Minister Ban ham 
Silpa-Archa after pulling 
the Palang Dharma out of 
Mr. Banham's 13-month- 
old coalition government. 
He said he sent the wine to 
apologise for leaving the 
government, which is now 
facing a no-confidence de- 
bate. On Tuesday, Deputy 
Prime Minister Somboon 
Rahong surprised bystan- 
ders when he drove up to 
government house- in a 
brand new black Daimler 
car. “It is a present given to 
me by Thaksin,” Mr. Som- 
boon, a member of Mr. 
Banham's Chart Thai Par- 
ty, told reporters. “He just 
said that he liked me, then 
gave me this. It is not 
appropriate for me to turn 
down a present given to me 
by a millionaire,'’ he said, 
adding that he did not 
know the price of the pre- 
sent but estimated it was 
worth about six million 
baht. 

Cook chops up 
seductress boss 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
Hong Kong dim sum cook 
has told a court he chopped 
up his temptress boss into 
11 pieces after she stripped 
off her clothes in his bed- 
room and tried to seduce 
him. Zeng Liangxin, a 31- 
year-old worker imported 
from China who went on 
trial for the murder Mon- 
day," told the court he killed 
the woman because he 
feared she would accuse 
him of rape after be had 
spumed her, the South 
China Morning Post news- 
paper said. He decapitated 
the body and carved it into 
chunks that he threw into a 
river, he told Monday's 
hearing. But be slept with 
her legs that night after 
becoming too exhausted 
with the grisly task and 
fearing that he would be 
sponed if he made too 
many trips with the dis- 
membered body. He 
dumped the legs the next 
morning, he said. Zeng is a 
specialist in dim sum, a 
style of Chinese teahouse 
snacks popular among the 
local Cantonese population 
as well as in Chinatowns 
overseas. 

Man commits 
suicide with toilet 
paper 

TOKYO (R) — A man 
detained in a police cell in 
northern Japan committed 
suicide by stuffing toilet 
paper down his throat, 
police said Tuesday. The 
45-year-old man, arrested 
for allegedly setting fire to 
his own shop, was found 
Sunday in the police cell 
with five metres of toilet 
paper stuffed down bis 
throat, said a spokesman 
for Toyohira Police in 
Hokkaido, northern Japan. 
“We tried pulling out the 
paper from his mouth, but 
he looked pretty suffocated 
already. He probably 
would have been dead in 
the cell if we had found 
him a few minutes later,” 
the police spokesman said. 
The man was taken to hos- 
pital but died Monday. 
Guards patrol the cells 
every 15 minutes, and tee 
man was last seen squatting 
in the toilet in his cell, 
according to the spokes* 
man. “We can't leave the; 
toilets fully open to vievd 
because of human rights! 
considerations... nor can wei 
leave tee toilets without! 
paper,” the spokesman ! 
said. Police said the -man ! 
was drunk at the time of the 
arrest and said he had set 
the shop on fire because he 
was feeling irritated. 
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to salvage plastic sheeting from his but which was set ablaze by the Tbtsi dominat- 
home (Reuter phSto) P f U,tun,dadon to force the 30,000 Rwandans remaining in Burundi to go 

Burundi coup leader wants refugees protected 
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Cock chops up 
seductress bos; 


BUTARE. Rwanda (Agen- 
cies') — Burundi's new 
Tutsi strongman Pierre Bu- 
yoya is opposed to any ex- 
pulsions of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees from northern 
Burundi and has sent a ream 
to investigate the reasons 
behind their movement, his 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

But in neighbouring 
Rwanda, aid agencies pre- 
v-pared to receive thousands 
more Rwandan Hutus, who 
say they are fleeing Magara 
Camp in northern Burundi 
because of intimidation and 
beatings by Major Buyoya's 
Tutsi-dominated army. 

In Brussels, the European 
Union (EU) called on the 
ethnically divided central 
African country to seek 
peace. 

The EL) statement issued 
by Ireland — which holds 
the rotating presidency of 
the 15-nation bloc — said 
that the ELI was deeply con- 
cerned about the situation in 
Burundi. 

Maj. Buyoya's spokesman- 
Jean-Luc Ndizeye told Reu- 
ters by telephone that the 
new president of Burundi 
remained committed to in- 
ternational conventions on 
the protection of refugees. 

"The president expects 
refugees to stay where they 
are. He does not expect any 
^movements at all today," 
''Mr. Ndizeye said. 


In Butare. aid agencies 
prepared to receive some 

4.500 refugees Tuesday. 
"We are expecting some 

4.500 refugees today 
(Tuesday),” Stepbano 
Severe, head of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Butare. told Reuters. 

Shortly after the July 25 
coup that brought him to 
power, Maj. Buyoya or- 
dered an end to expulsions 
of Rwandan Hutu refugees. 

Mr. Ndizeye said the lat- 
est movements by thou- 
sands of refugees from the 
north were not pan of offi- 
cial policy but were caused 
by panic on the part of the 
refugees after the army 
entered Magara Sunday to 
search for arras. 

He said Burundian army 
position near Magara had 
come under fire Saturday 
and Sunday forcing soldiers 
ro move into the camp to 
search for weapons and 
ammunition. 

“It is not the position of 
our government to send 
them (.refugees! back. They 
have decided to leave on 
their own. many panicked 
when the army searched the 
camp. They are welcome to 
stay for as long as they 
want.” Mr. Ndizeye said. 

He said any one found 
guilty of inciting refugees to 
leave against their will 


would be punished. “The 
president is not going back 
on his word to protect 
refugees,” he said. 

The exodus of Rwandan 
refugees back to Rwanda 
picked up after troops killed 
three refugees at Magara 
Camp. Refugees accused 
the army of killin g them as 
part of a campaign of intim- 
idation. 

Army spokesman Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Jean Mioani 
confirmed Tuesday that sol- 
diers killed the three but 
said they fired only after 
one refugee pulled out a 
revolver and shot at them. 

UNHCR’s Severe said he 
expected Magara, the big- 
gest of Rwandan refugee 
camps ja Burundi with an 
initial population of more 
than 45,000 people, to be 
emptied within two to three 
days. 

“We have got 65 trucks at 
the ready today (Tuesday) 
and if the returns continue 
like this, it will only be a 
matter of two to three days 
before we finish the repatri- 
ations- from Magara,” he 
said. 

Some 7.000 refugees re- 
turned to Rwanda Monday 
leaving around 24.000 at 
Magara and 13,000 at Ru- 
kuramigabo Camp in neigh- 
bouring Kirundo province, 
Paul Stromberg, regional 
spokesman for the UNHCR, 
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A young Rwandan Hutu refugee boy is helped onto one of several trucks usedto repa- 
triate some 8,000 refugees back to Rwanda. The refugees are leaving Burundi follow- 
ing an intimidation campaign by the Tbtsi dominated Burundian army in the Magara 
Camp near Ngozi (Reuter photo) 


told Reuters. 

Around two million 
Rwandan Hutus fled their 
homeland to Zaire, Tan- 
zania and Burundi in 1994 
after Tutsi rebels defeated 
the Hutu army and ousted 
the government, blamed for 
the genocide of up to one 
million Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus. 

Burundian authorities ac- 
cuse the refugees of sup- 
porting Hutu rebels waging 
a guerrilla war against the 
Burundian army in which 
150,000 people have died 
since 1993. 

Hutu rebels are battling 
military forces for control 
of roads leading to Rwanda 
to prevent any breach of the 
regional embargo against 
the impoverished central 
African nation, a rebel 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

“We want to prevent a 
violation of the regional 
economic embargo against 
Burundi,” said Jerome 
Ndiho, spokesman fqr the 
.National Council .for the 
Defence of Democracy, the 
political wing of the rebel 
Forces for the Defence of 
Democracy (FDD). 

Rwanda earlier this month 
joined several African 
neighbours in slapping an 
economic embargo on Bu- 
rundi in protest at the Tutsi 
army-led coup on July 25. 

But the Hutu rebels, who 
have been fighting the Bu- 
rundian army for three 
years, suspect that Rwan- 
da’s Tutsi minority wants to 
break the blockade. 

Mr. Ndiho said the rebels 
are attempting to destroy 
military positions and con- 
trol movement on two na- 
tional highways which tra- 
verse the central-west pro- 
vince of Muramvya and the 
central province of Gitega. 

“We can control every- 
thing that comes from 
Rwanda,” he said. 

Independent sources in 
the capital Bujumbura have 
reported clashes between 
the army and the rebels in 
both provinces. 

“The army has not suc- 
ceeded in dislodging the 
FDD, to its fury ,” said Mr. 
Ndiho, also accusing the 
military of retaliating 
against Hutu peasant farm- 
ers suspected of siding with 
the rebels. 


20 wounded in Dhaka University gun battles 
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DHAKA (AFP) — Heavy 
rain and a strong police 
presence helped reduce 
tension at Dhaka Univer- 
sity Tuesday after a night 
of clashes between rival 
student groups which left 
20 people wounded. 

The heavy rain and po- 
lice presence partly dam- 
pened overnight tension 
despite a protest strike 
called by an opposition 
student group which left 
classrooms and offices 
shut closed, they said. 

Witnesses said rival 
groups of students tried to 
start a protest march at the 
Arts Faculty area, but 
were forced to retreat 
when the downpour start- 
ed. 

Police patrolled the 
downtown university cam- 
jfepus Tuesday after the gun 
~ battle late Monday bet- 
ween student activists 
from the ruling Awami 
League and the rival 
Bangladesh Nationalist 


Party (BNP). 

The two sides exchanged 
gunfire and threw crude 
bombs in a dispute over 
control of dormitories and 
student union offices. 

One pro-govemment 
student leader told AFP 
that leaders of the rival 
groups agreed to immedi- 
ately hold peace talks at a 
campus canteen Tuesday 
to defuse tension. The 
meeting started with top 
leaders from both sides, he 
said without giving imme- 
diate details. 

A senior constable was 
among the wounded and 
was admitted to hospital 
after being hit by bomb 
fragments, police sources 
said. They could not pro- 
vide details of the other 
victims. 

Newspaper reports said 
activists of the Bangladesh 
Chatra League (BCL) 
backed by Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed s 
Awami League, evicted ri- 


vals from the Jatiyatabadi 
Chatra Dal (JCD) of the 
opposition BNP from two 
dormitories during the 
fighting. 

Police patrols had been 
intensified and no fresh 
clashes were reported 
Tuesday, a university offi- 
cial said, adding the class- 
es remained suspended. 

The volatile campus has 
been a stronghold of the 
JCD and tension has been 
growing since the rival 
Awami League came to 
power 

In June, with the BCL 
trying to regain control 
over the students' unions 
and dormitories. 

Witnesses said BCL acti- 
vists, who apparently took 
possession of the dormito- 
ries, assaulted several JCD 
activists and ransacked 
their rooms. 

The overnight gunbattle 
is the first major violence 
at the university campus 
since Sheikh Hasina's 


government came to 
power on a promise to free 
the campus of frequent 
armed violences and res- 
tore an academic atmos- 
phere. 

The fighting came amid 
press reports in the past 
weeks that rival students 
groups were building up 
their strength for a show- 
down. Both have blamed 
each other for the arms 
build up. 

Occasional police raids 
in the campus in recent 
months under Home Mi- 
nistry directives failed to 
make any major weapons 
seizures or arrests. 

The JCD dominates stu- 
dent unions in most Bang- 
ladeshi educational insti- 
tutions, some of them, inc- 
luding two medical col- 
leges, were forced to shut 
in the past few days fol- 
lowing clashes between 
rival groups. 


Residents flee Grozny over 
Russian bombing thi * eat 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Terrified civilians flooded 
out of the Chechen capital 
Tuesday after a top Russian 
military official threatened 
to use planes and heavy 
artillery to drive separatist 
forces from the city. 

The refugees, many of 
them with tittle more than 
the clothes in which they 
stood, said Russian planes 
had started .bombing the 
town, much of it already in 
ruins after attacks at the 
start of Russia's campaign 
to crush Chechenya’s inde- 
pendence bid. 

“The whole city is on its 
way out,” said Nina Mada- 
yeva, who said 12 planes 
had bombed Grozny’s 
southwestern Chernorecbye 
district overnight. “We’ve 
been in a basement for 14 or 
15 days and couldn't stand 
it any more.” 

Konstantin Pulikovsky, 
Russia’s acting commander 
in Chechenya, said his 
forces had begun artillery 
attacks on rebels in Grozny 
and would bomb the city if 
needed to drive them out 
But he denied that bombing 
had already started. 

Gen. Pulikovsky, who 
signed a ceasefire order 
Saturday, accused the guer- 
rillas of using the truce to 
dig in in the regional capi- 
tal. much of which they 
seized two weeks ago. 

“I see force as the only 
way out of the situation in 
Grozny,” he told Interfax 
News Agency. 

Rebel Chief-of-Staff As- 
lan Maskhadov appealed to 
Kremlin security chief 
Alexander Lebed, who has 
held talks with the rebels 
and opposed the use of air- 
craft, to rein in Gen. 
Pulikovsky's troops. 

President Boris Yeltsin’s 
special envoy in Chechenya 
should “use all of his influ- 
ence to stop the approach- 
ing madness.” Interfax 
quoted Mr. Maskhadov as 
saying. 



A Chechen man looks at a destroyed Russian Ministry of Informati on helicopter after 
it was shot down by rebel forces in Dolskoye, west of Grozny. Rri ssian forces began 
storming rebel-held positions in Grozny, according to a separatist i spokesman quoted 
on Ekho Moskvy radio, despite a truce agreed upon by the tv /o sides last week 
(Renter photo) 


ITAR-TASS news agency 
said Gen. Lebed would trav- 
el to Chechenya Wednesday 
— his third visit to the re- 
gion in just over a week. 
TASS said Gen. Lebed re- 
mained committed to a 
peaceful solution to the 
Chechen conflict. 

The rebels, who seek 
independence for their terri- 
tory, swept into Grozny on 
Aug. 6, seizing key build- 
ings and trapping Russian 
soldiers in their checkpoints 
and in the central govern- 
ment complex. 

Gen. Pulikovsky, who 
Monday gave civilians 48 
hours to leave before he 
unleashes an all-out bom- 
bardment, said Tuesday he 
was determined to drive the 
rebels out. 

Doku Zavgayev. who 
heads the Moscow-backed 
administration in Chechen- 
ya, told a news conference 
that 50,000 people had fled 
- Grozny- inf the - last two 
weeks, but he* believed 


300,000 were still living in evacuati 
the city. lead on 

“As long as there are so conflict 
many civilians in the town man, A} 
the use of force, let alone a quoted > 
full-scale operation, is total- ing. 
ly unacceptable," he said. Gen. I 
Mr. Zavgayev and his Comma 
administration colleagues, twice k 
viewed as stooges by the the latet 
separatists, have spoken out sure of. 
frequently against Russian sia’slea 
military action in recent acting 
months, although its own thestatt 
security depends on the The B 
troops which moved into have . 
Chechenya in December notes c 
1994. past. N 

Gen. Pulikovsky’s views end the 
are in sharp contrast with identia’ 
those of Gen. Lebed, who ordered 
won guarded approval from sive in. 
rebel leaders in two visits to erals ci 
Chechenya last week. His Chechf 
spokesman told TASS Mon- Mr. 
day, before the army threat, a ceaj 
that Gen. Lebed opposed shortly 
bombing. the an 

“Aerial bombardment as a sive a* 
military method of scaling — Thai rto 
the problem, even with the Grozrf 


on of civilians, will 
ly to widening the 
zone," the spokes- 
exander Barkhatov, 
Gen. Lebed as say- 

hilikovsky, who met 
nder Maskhadov 
ist week to arrange 
>t truce, said he was 
the backing of Rus- 
.ders. He said he was 
“in the interests of 


S. Africa’s PAC admits 
targeting white civilians 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
Africa’s radical black Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC) 
Tuesday acknowledged that 
its guerrillas targeted white 
civilians but said it made no 
apologies. 

PAC leader Clarence Ma- 
kwetu told the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commis- 
sion, headed by Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, drat the 
PAC regretted the 1993 
killing of American student 
Amy Biehl in a black town- 
ship outside Cape Town by 
youths allied to the organi- 
sation. 

Discussing tire activities 
of the PAC’s armed wing, 
the Azanian People’s Libe- 
ration Army (APLA), Mr. 
Makwetu said “a new pat- 
tern arose in the 1990s 
where civilians within the 
white community were 
attacked.” 

“The actual targets were 
decided by local comman- 
ders... Operatives often 
made errors that APLA had 
earlier avoided." 

Mr. Makwetu described 
the killing of civilians as 
“departures which we as 
political leaders who dec- 
lared war must and do take 
responsibility for.” 

But he added: “We make 
no apologies. We have no- 
thing to hide.” 

The Truth and Reconci- 
liation Commission is hear- 
ing submissions this week 


from political parties aimed 
at giving a broad perspec- 
tive of tbeir activities dur- 
ing apartheid. 

The PAC broke away 
from the African National 
Congress in 1959 but never 
achieved the mass appeal of 
President Nelson Mande- 
la’s party. 

Less than two per cent of 
South Africans voted for 
the PAC in the country’s 
first all-race elections in 
April 1994. 

Police blamed APLA for a 
series of bloody attacks in 
the years leading up to the 
election, including one on a 
Cape Town church service 
and others on white social 
gatherings. 

Mr. Makwetu said the 
PAC objected to the format 
of the Truth Commission 
because “our people who 
were forced to fight a war 
of liberation are being 
made to appear on the same 
platform as tbeir aggres- 
sors.” 

“Perpetrators of the apar- 
theid crime against human- 
ity as well as their victims 
are being equated.” he said. 

The right-wing Freedom 
Front made its presentation 
to the commission Monday 
and the National Party, led 
by former white President 
F.W. De Klerk, is due to 
present its submission 
Wednesday. 


U.S. orders retaliatory 
Cuban expulsion 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States said Monday it 
was kicking out a Cuban 
diplomat in retaliation for the 
expulsion of a U.S. diplomat 
from Cuba who had spe- 
cialised in promoting human 
tights. 

The State Department dis- 
closed that Cuba revoked the 
visa last week of Robin 
Meyer, accusing her of activi- 
ties “incompatible with her 
diplomatic status” — diplo- 
matic parlance for spying. 

“We categorically reject that 
assertion and protest in the 


strongest terms die Cuban 
government's action in requir- 
ing her to leave,” the depart- 
ment said in a statement. 

It said Ms. Meyer, an officer 
in the U.S. interests section 
“with primary responsibility 
for human rights issues,” was 
given until Wednesday to 
depart Cuba. 

In what it called a reciprocal 
response, the department said 
ii revoked the visa Monday of 
Jose Luis Ponce Caraballo, a 
spokesman for the Cuban 
inrerests section of the Swiss 
embassy in Washington. 


Iremlin and the army 
sounded different 
>n Chechenya in the 
1r. Yeltsin, trying (o 
: war before the pres- 
1 election in July. 
1 a halt to an offen- 
March, but the gen- 
antinued bombarding 
:n villages, 
feltsin won a lull with 
sefire in May, but 
• after his reelection 
ny went ojn the offers- 
join and the rebels say 
js-provoked their raid 
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Poll shows D( >le slices 
into Clinton i’s lead 

NEW YORK (R) — Republican presidential candidate 
Bob Dole got a boost from his part y’s convention and has 
sliced into President Bill Clinton’s still-solid lead, a New 
York Times/CBS News poll reportf id Tuesday. 

But the survey showed that man; y voters still are scepti- 
cal about Sen. Dole’s tax-cut propc >sal and are split in their 
opinion about the former Kansas M enator himself. 

The poll showed 50 per cent ■ 1 >f registered voters sur- 
veyed would support Mr. Clintoi 1 , a Democrat, and Vice 
President AJ Gore if the election v vere held today, while 39 
per cent backed Sen. Dole and his running mate Jack 
Kemp. 

The 1 1 -point gap represents a gr tin of 5 percentage points 
for Sen. Dole and a loss of 6 for M ir. Clinton compared with 
a Times/CBS News poll taken s’ Portly before last week’s 
Republican National Convention 1 . 

A separate CNN/USA Tod^ ly/Gallup poll put Mr. 
Clinton’s lead at 7 points, with i he president ahead 48 per 
cent to Sen. Dole’s 41 per cent. ! 

The poll said Sen. Dole piciq 2 d up 11 points since the 
Republican convention, largely < jue to the selection of Jack 
Kemp as his running mate. 

In a three-way race, 49 p< ;r cent of voters in the 
Times/CBS poll said they woul d back Mr. Clinton, 37 per 
cent would support Sen. Dole and 8 per cent said they 
would vote for Ross Perot, the. billionaire candidate of the 
Reform Party. 

On Sen. Dole’s proposal for' a 15 per cent tax cut along 
with a balanced budget, 32 perj cent of those surveyed said 
they thought taxes would go up if he were elected in 
November. 

Twenty-four per cent said ti ix.es- would decrease and 40 
per cent said they would stay 1 jhe same. 

Sixty-three per cent of resp a ndents said Sen. Dole had 
not explained his economic pi: u 1 enough versus 27 per cent 
who said he had. 

Twenty-nine per cent of vot er s had a favourable opinion 
of Sen. Dole and 32 per cero: c lid not. Fifty-four per cent 
said he had made it clear what h e wanted to do as president, 
and 40 per cent said he had n.ot . 

The poll of 1,138 adults was conducted Friday through 
Sunday and has a margin of.' e rror of plus or minus three 
percentage points. 

The CNN/USA Today/Ga Hu: p poll was based on inter- 
views with 1,006 registered v oters from Friday through 
Sunday and also had a margin of error of 3 percentage 
points. 

Meanwhile, consumer rights crusader Ralph Nader was 
nominated Monday as the Green Party’s presidential can- 
didate. 

The nomination highlighted a Green Party conference, 
titled “building critical mats — - green gather ‘96,” held at 
the LIniversity of California at 1 -os Angeles. 

Mr. Nader is a potent consumer advocate who came to 
pro min ence 30 years ago for a Hacking automobile safety 
standards. He runs the Washing jton D.C.-based centre for 
the study of responsive law. 

Around 400 audience membe rs cheered “go Ralph go” 
and waved “Nader *96” placard s at a campus auditorium, 
where Mr. Nader gave his accept ance speech. It came after 
an afternoon meeting in which G reen Party representatives 
from 30 states formally nominated him. 

“He’s currently on 12 (state) ballots and we expect to 
have him on 30,” said Michael Feinstein, a Green Party 
spokesman. He expects another 15 states to make Mr. 
Nader a write-in candidate for th« Nov. 5 election. 

“All but four states have a write-in process,” he said. 
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) a new start 


' of political and civic activity 
and towns of Jordan have 
g in the past two days indf- 
sus, or a near consensus at 
: the events of this past week 
rail us from achieving our 
of national unity based on 
urallsm, respect for human 
reliance. 

tally there was a wide gap 
vho opposed the government 
subsidies and those who sup- 
w appears that the divide is 
damans from all walks of life, 
mentarians, community lead- 
er citizens are taking tiie ini- 
e unrest and the confusion in 
ile the groups that took edi- 
tions on the issue of bread, 
s existence of small groups or 
i would still benefit from the 
those sad events, the vast 
ianians is in agreement that 
destruction of state property 
must be condes nned but that, hooliganism 
apart, there wcl is reason for at least some 
people to p rotes; t the increase in prices. The 
prime minister; ! hims elf affirmed that there 
were “some pod kets of poverty” in the coun- 
try and that it i was his government’s busi- 
ness to take can ! of the needy and the poor. 
In the mean tin ie, it was heartening to hear 
^^pariiameptarian s from Karak and tbe south 
condemning the viotrace and of vaa~ 

dalismnfipmniitte d during tbe rioting. Their 
voices, after mee ting the prime minister yes- 
terday, spoke loi, ider and clearer than those 
from other ctistri ' cts who said essentially the 
same words on l television a couple of days 
ago. 

There still remai ins among us those who say 
that the riot acts • must not go unpunished 
and those who da <im that the reactions of the 
authorities was to to harsh, either during the 
disturbances one fterwards. Yet we are sure 
that with the all-i't oo- well-known magnanim- 
ity of the King ; tt-nd the tolerance and the 
wisdom he has ai h >vays shown, coupled with 
the right use of dime law, the agony of the last 
few days will socn a be replaced by the ties 
and feelings of fro tensity and cohesion that 
this country has al ways Uved with. 

Jordan can only i 'each that point It cannot 
at this crucial how r afford to go wrong. We 
trust the coming da tys will prove that we are 
moving on the right t track. 
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ARABIC PRES? > COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Dost: oar Tuesday accused the gov- 
ernment of Abdul Karim Al Kabarili of failing to man- 
age a successful dialogii e with the deputies in parlia- 
ment and the political p^ irties in order to deal, with the 
bread subsidy issue. The 1 ’’allure came primarily because 
the government had take n its decision on the subsidy 
question in advance will lout consulting other parties, 
said Taher AI Adwan. V( Tien the government needed 
parliament's support for ti le endorsement of the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty it soug ht the vote of majority which 
it finally got to achieve ,it s ends but when the majority 
of parliament members s| towed opposition to the gov- 
ernment’s plans on subsidies the government , took a 
completely different po sit ion, noted the writer. In addi- 
tion to agitators reporti pdl'y responsible for instigating 
the crowds to carry owt sabotage acts the government 
should be held respons/lbli? for the events in the south, 
he maintained. It is the £ government which adopted poli- 
cies that created an ex; plosive atmosphere despite the 
advice against such poli ciet; coming from various polit- 
ical and other groups, addled tbe writer. The govern- 
ment’s policies which le jd to paralysing the work of par- 
liament and ended up w sfo the regrettable events in the 
south should be re-examined, said the writer who 
demanded that Parliament ;and the government should 
work hand in hand to a<rert further disturbances. 

A writer for Al fta’i dtkily tirew attention to tbe rising 
numbers of cafes in i^sidiential quarters in western 
Amman districts, say in j* than these cafes have become a 
main source for disturbing peace. Nazih said cited Al 
Rabiyeh district os an e xample where he said more than 
12 cafes have sprung u p within this normally quiet res- 
idential district, with boisterous customers and arises 
.Ibturbino local reside tits. fTw writer said these tafes 
iuve been transformed i into centres where teenagers of 
all kinds and from various districts of Amman mert to 
cause so much noise that makes peace for sleeping chil- 
dren impossible, especially in the early evening horns. 
The writer demanded that the concerned authorities 
find a prompt solution to this problem noting that 
repeated complaints by the local residents have gone 
unheeded until now. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Dole and Kemp emerge 


BOB DOLE'S presidential campaign bad a 
very good week A surprising choice for a 
vice-presidential running mate and a highly 
controlled Republican Convention has finally 
given the Dole campaign the energy it needed 
to compete in the race to November. 

In retrospect, Mr. Dole's announcement of a 
15 per cent tax cut for all Americans was just 
an initial sign of the effort that was to be made 
by Republicans to turn their campaign around. 

' Plagued for months by growing dissatisfac- 
tion with tbe ir candidate’s performance, a few 
Republican commentators echoing the fears of 
some party leaders and activists actually asked 
Mr. Dole to step down as the nominee and 
allow a more dynamic leader to take on Bill 
Clinton. Clearly, something dramatic needed 
lobe done. 

For too many voters the Republican Party 
and its nominee had become type cast as 
extremist, out of touch with the needs of aver- 
age Americans and too old and tired to com- 
pete. 

Responding to these challenges, Dole strate- 
gists began to plot a campaign to transform 
thin image. By dropping his decade's old 
opposition to Ronald Reagan's supply-side 
economic programme, Dole announced his 
massive tax cut programme hoping to recap- 
ture some of the pro-growth optimism of the 
Reagan era. - 

Die shocking announcement of Jack Kemp 
as his vke-presklential choice was another 
sign of the transformation that was underway. 
Mr. Kemp, a former congressman and Bush 
administration cabinet member, had long feud- 
ed with Mr. Dole. While they differed on a 
wide range of issues Mr. Kemp's support for 
affirmative action and his opposition to pun- 
ishing illegal aliens not only provoked Mr. 
Dole, but most of the Republican establish- 
ment as well. And when Mr. Kemp endorsed 
Mr. Dole's rival Steve Forbes in toe late days 
of his failed presidential campaign. Newt 
Gingrich declaredfoat Mr. Kemp was finished 
in the Republican Party. (Mr. Dole himself 
called the incident the "last time we're dealing 
with the quarterback.") 

But what could not be ignored was the fact 
that Mr. Kemp has a huge media presence and 
national following. A poll issued after the 1992 
Republican Convention showed that Kemp 
was the overwhelming choice favourite to be 
the Republican presidential nominee in 1996. 

And Mr. Kemp gives Mr. Dole an opportuni- 
ty to reach out to voting blocks that Mr. Dole 
could not easily reach alone. Mr. Kemp is pop- 
ular with some African American, Latino and 
Jewish groups. Young Republicans inspired by . 
the romance foe Reagm image see ML Kemp .! 
as Mr: Reagan S'beir. . «•«* - : -i; -V*. ... *- 

'’Political analysts are asking ..whether. M?. . 
Dole and Mr. Kemp will be the “perfect 
match" or the “odd couple” of 1996. But the 
results of the first week appear to be positive 
for the Republican pair. Mr. Kemp has even 
renounced some of his long-held views on 


issues where he differed from Mr. Dole, and 
has publicly pledged to take a back seat to the 
head of the Republican tkjket. And the excite- 
ment created by the Kemp announcement and 
Mr. Kemp’s flattering public praise has even 
given Mr. Dole some needed enthusiasm. 

The Kemp announcement marked a turning 
point in the Dole campaign effort to refashion 
itself. It created drama f and energy that had 
been sorely lacking up to that point. But it was 
the Republican Convention itself that complet- 
ed the process of redefining the Dole cam- 
paign. 

For more than two years the Republicans 
have been running a campaign courting tbe 
party’s far right wing. One by one the many 
Republicans who ran in 1996 adjusted their 
positions (Hi key social and political issues in 
an effort to win the support of the right-wing 
activists who dominate the party primary 
process. Riding high on tbe Republican victo- 
ries of 1994, Republican candidates painted 
themselves into an increasingly extremist cor- 
ner. 

Bob Dole won the nomination, but at a price. 
The delegates and activists who were elected 
to the Republican National Convention 
brought with them positions on issues that 
were viewed as extremist by many Americans. 
Mr. Dole's efforts to personally intervene in 
moderating tbe party's platform were rebuffed 
b> the delegates. And so the Dole strategy for 
the convention was to ignore the delegates and 
the . platform and create a show that would 
redefine the image of the party. Mr. Dole, 
when asked at the convention about the plat- 
form replied dismissively that be hadn't read 
it 

The speaker’s list at the convention included 
African Americans, women, advocates of 
abortion and immigrants. Ignoring the reality 
that two-thirds of foe delegates were men. 92 
per cent white, three quarters were self- 
declared conservatives and almost 20 per cent 
were millionaires — speakers from foe con- 
vention podium attempted to portray the 
Republican Party as a party of diversity and 
tolerance. 

The entire affair was perfectly scripted to 
avoid conflict. For example, former General 
Colin Powell, whose positions on abortion and 
affirmative action were anathema to foe right 
wing of foe party, was brought to foe podium 
amidst thunderous applause that followed foe 
emotional tribute to Ronald Reagan by his 
wife Nancy. The scattered boos prompted by 
Mr. Powell's appearance were drowned out by 
foe cheers that carried over from tbe Reagan 
tribute,'' ■ ■■ •;•••» ‘inr, • - 

tbe use Of techniques that work so eff<^$r y&.. 
ly on teleyisi^a italk shpws .and, advertising,^ 
dramatic ,pet£onaf , testimonies- and personal) 
appeals, interspersed with" musical entertain- 
ment — worked to create what some media 
analysts called a four-day long “commercial." 

Tension developed between foe television 
networks and the party early in the week. The 


networks refused to cany the entire event, lim- 
iting their coverage to one or two hours per 
night. Some speakers and video performances 
were ignored in favour of television commen- 
tators speaking to one another. 

Whether due to lack of coverage or lack of 
interest, television viewership of foe conven- 
tion marked a steep decline over the numbers 
that watched foe 1992 Republican National 
Convention, and dropped an additional one 
million viewers each night of foe four-night 
affair. 

But while media coverage was down, televi- 
sion commentators largely praised foe' major 
speakers at foe convention. Evening news pro- 
grammes and major newspapers widely 
praised Mr. Powell, Mr. Kemp and foe speech- 
es by both foe nominee Mr. Dole and his wife. 
Elizabeth. 

The delegates, who were reduced to foe role 
of passive audience came to play an obliging 
role. Right-wing leader Pat Buchanan and 
Christian Coalition head Ralph Reed, realising 
that they had been outflanked by foe Dole 
campaign and sensing foe possibility of a new 
Republican energy, instructed their supporters 
not to be disruptive. By Thursday night's 
acceptance speeches foe convention floor was 
packed by delegates and supporters who were 
brought in to fill the hall to capacity, tbe con- 
vention became a wildly enthusiastic audience 
for Mr. Kemp and Mr. Dole. 

Now foe convention is over and Republicans 
are beginning their campaign to November. 
They have attempted and to some extent suc- 
ceeded in infusing their supporters with 
excitement and energy. By attempting to rede- 
fine their image they are also attempting to 
reach out to independent voters whose support 
will be critical if they are to close the gap they 
separates them from victory. 

While daily tracking polls still show that foe 
DoJe-Kemp ticket lags about 11 per cent 
behind Clinton-Gore, that does represent an 8 
per cent close in the gap that existed before foe 
convention. 

That may not be enough, since next week's 
Democratic National Convention will give 
some boost back to foe president But foe 
excitement and drama created by adding Mr. 
Kemp to foe ticket and foe heavy-handed 
behaviour of Reform Party founder Ross 
Perot, has helped foe Dole campaign steal 
attention away from Mr. Perot’s independent 
party effort 

This will be a highly charged and competi- 
tive partisan race. Despite Republican efforts 
to moderate their image and President 
•Clinton's continuing effort to define a centrist 
S'-.i^^wiQemdWht’^agenda.deepdivisiods sepa-aefc 
*, , nut*, the. ntarfcSflHid&teS'; Add' to that thfc Sha^:.: 
lV , Republican attacks on foe character of foe 
president and first lady add foe enormous 
stakes of winning the White House in 
November and this 1996 election promises to 
be one of the most bitter campaigns in 
decades. 
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Europe fails to 
champion human rights 


By Marcd Scotto 

THE RECENT wave of hunger strikes in 
Turkish prisons once again pointed up the 
ambiguity of western Europe's relations with 
its partners to foe east and south when it comes 
to the human rights issue. 

For years now, European experts have pub- 
lished reports denouncing foe inhuman treat- 
ment meted out to prisoners in Ankara and 
Istanbul jails. Yet although Turkey joined foe 
Council of Europe a long-time ago — only a 
few months after its foundation in 1949 — 
those reports have not resulted in any real 
improvement in prison conditions there. 

The case of the Kurds is equally telling. At 
the height of the Turkish army's clashes with 
the “rebels," European Union (EU) govern- 
ments put such pressure on foe European 
Parliament that it ended up ratifying the cus- 
toms union treaty between tbe EU and Turkey 
in December 1995. 

Left-wing MEPs initially tried to put up a 
fight, but a majority of them were eventually 
won over by the arguments put forward by 
European governments and Turkey's then 
prime minister. Tansu Ciller. The most impor- 
tant thing, they argued, was to bar foe waj to 
the pro- Islamic Welfare Party by preventing it 
from winning the general election, and rapid 
implementation of foe customs agreement w ith 
Brussels would confirm that Turkey was firm- 
ly anchored to the Western world. 

Today, Welfare's Neeme ttm Erbakan is in 
power thanks to foe support of Ciller, who 
realised that her best chance of safeguarding 
her political future lay in making art alliance 
with the pro-Islamic party. 

•The Council of Europe's parliamentary 
assembly has made equally serious mistakes. 
In its almost childish determination to compete 
with the EU by creating a “Greater Europe," 
the Strasbourg-based organisation has blindly 
embarked on a process of enlargement without 
worrying too much about the respect of hut an 
rights — which is after all its main function 

The terms of foe European Convention on 
Human Rights had not been too flagrantly 
flouted until Russia applied for membership. 
Here again, foe 15 EU countries, who form a 
bloc within foe Council of Europe, leant very 
heavily on members of its parliamentary 
assembly. Despite events in Chechenya, an 
overwhelming majority of members voted in 


favour of Russian membership in January 
1995. 

The day before foe vote, Leni Fischer, foe 
German Christian Democrat who is president 
of foe assembly, said: “This is an essentially 
political decision, for I prefer to have Russia 
with me rather than on the other side of tbe 
ramparts.” Today, Fischer regularly issues 
communiques condemning foe Russian army's 
action against the Chechen population. 

Such statements, like most of those emanat- 
ing from leading officials in the Council of 
Europe, are prompted more by a need to react 
to events than by a genuine determination to 
bring the organisation's influence to bear, how- 
ever, weak it may be. 

Tbe Council of Europe has acted in an equal- 
ly short-sighted manner on the issue of Croatia. 
Despite foe fact that most of its member coun- 
tries, notably those of foe EU, called for 
Croatia's membership to be postponed in an 
attempt to force President Franjo Tudjman’s 
regime to respect individual freedoms and, 
above all, to ensure the success of foe Dayton 
accords, its assembly members came out in 
favour of admitting Croatia. 

For the first time in the council’s history, its 
committee of ministers refused to endorse a 
vine by foe assembly. Croatia will consequent- 
ly have to show that it has honoured its pledges 
before being admitted as a member. 

Russia, Croatia and other central and east 
European countries which have joined the 
Council of Europe since the collapse of the 
Soviet bloc have made plenty of promises, but 
only rarely honoured them. These had to do 
mainly with ratification of the Convention on 
Human Rights, the abolition of capital punish- 
ment, the recognition of minorities and press 
freedom. 

So far, these new regimes have not resolutely 
committed themselves to the democratisation 
process. The Ukrainian president, Leonid 
Kuchma, recently told Le Monde: “We must 
s- ile various political, legal and even econom- 
ic jnoblems before abolishing foe death peDol- 
t)." 

Russia and Ukraine have even argued that an 
ending of capital punishment would not be 
acceptable to a majority of their citizens. 

Another example is Latvia, whose govern- 
ment is reluctant to recognise that its Russian 
population should be allowed to enjoy certain 
basic rights. The Slovakian regime is behaving 


in similar fashion towards its Hungarian 
minority. Human rights violations, some seri- 
ous, some less so, also occur in other former 
countries of foe communist bloc, such as 
Estonia, Romania, Albania and Bulgaria. 

Despite various setbacks, die council contin- 
ues to pursue its aim of a “Greater Europe.” Its 
Swedish secretary-general, Daniel Tarschys. 
recently toured foe Caucasus in response to 
requests for membership by Georgia. Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. 

At the rate things are going, the organisation 
may be joined in foe near future by new nations 
whose regimes could hardly be described as 
models of democracy. And why indeed should 
Tbilisi. Yerevan or Baku worry about keeping 
their promises when those countries that have 
failed to do so do not even get rapped over the 
knuckles? 

Yet foe Council of Europe, unlik e the EU, has 
allowed for foe possibility of suspending a 
member country if need be. In 1969, not long 
after a military junta took power, Greece left 
the organisation just as it was about to be 
excluded. And Turkey was asked to withdraw 
its parliamentary representation from foe coun- 
cil following the 1980 military coup. 

Since then, the Council of Europe’s assembly 
members have been content to follow the 
instructions of their various governments, 
except in foe case of Croatia, and to work 
towards foe construction of a “Greater 
Europe.” 

Tbe Court of Human Rights has so for 
received more than 100 complaints from Turks 
about violations of individual freedoms. 
However, it takes the court an average of at 
least five years to make its rulings. 

How much longer will foe Council of Europe 
continue to bark up foe wrong tree? Should it 
try to play a diplomatic-cum-strategic role in 
foe shadow of foe superpowers, or concentrate 
on its real vocation, the defence of individual 
citizens? 

Europe waited decades before threatening to 
“interfere” in the affairs of African countries 
with iong-standing European ties. Will it wait 
equally long before getting tough with its new 
European partners? It would be guilty of abdi- 
cating its responsibilities if it were to do so. 
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A question 
of change 


Nostalgia is a most pecu- 
liar thing. One simply 
never knows when it will 
strike. There you are, one ^ 
fine 'morning, doing your 
bit when there pops up 
from foe recesses of your 
min d a word, an event, a 
tune, or whatever it may 
be. It leaps to foe fore- 
front where it has no busi- 
ness to be, and for a long 
time it sticks there like 
limpets to rocks taking up 
grey cells which should 
lightly be otherwise occu- 
pied. before it succumbs 
to more pressing matters 
and resumes its place in 
foe dead records file of foe 
mind. 

One of foe memories 
that sprang up from my 
largely misspent youth, 
shook the dust off itself, 
crept up on me, and which 
seems to have haunted my 
consciousness for some 
time is foe song from tbe 
seventies “Money” by foe s 
group Abba. But unlike 
your usual bits of trivia, 
there is a reason why 
“Money" stays • alive in 
my memory: There never 
seems to be any in the 
possession of shopkeepers 
in Amman. Whether foe 
item you negotiate is 
worth a peony or a hun- 
dred dinars, foe shopkeep- 
er never seems to have foe 
correct change, nor foe 
interest in providing it He 
looks with seemingly total 
disinterest at foe banknote 
, which y^u.offgr. him, and, 
r in tot^jd^gari to the 
p^^e-hjo^tirea mercantile 
tradition that once made 
foe Levant great, he 
informs you that: “Walla 
mafi!” 

Useless trying to reason 
with him that he is sup- 
posed to give you a ser- 
vice, and therefore he 
ought to make an effort tc? •• 
have the correct change, 
or else he would lose prof- 
it He is simply not inter- 
ested. Depending on how 
urgently you need the item 
under negotiations, it is up 
to you to go somewhere 
else to secure change. 

But if you think that it is 
listlessness and apathy 
that prevent him from 
having the correct change, 
you are off foe mark by a 
mile. He is simply hoping 
that you will decide that 
your ueed for his wares, 
and foe opportunity cost 
of your time are more 
important to you than the 
change which you would 
receive, and therefore you 
may let him keep it. And 
in bis determined pursuit 
of this clever deal that 
gives him something for 
nothing, he is perfectly 
happy to miss out on ten 
straightforward sales 
whose cumulative profit 
would certainly be greater. 

The tradesmen who 
have developed this crafts 
into an art, however, are 
not shopkeepers, for the 
client may decide foal life 
is too. short to deal with 
foe situation and simply 
walk away. The ones that 
make out like bandits in 
this way are taxi drivers 
and petrol station atten- 
dants. You simply cannot 
ask the fellow manning 
the pump to syphon foe 
petrol out of your car, nor 
can you ask the driver to 
go in reverse for a dis- 
tance equivalent to the 
Pennies in dispute, so, 
with him blocking traffic, 
and other motorists hoot- 
ing frantically at you, you 
let him keep the change. 

Which reminds me of 
another song from the 
seventies, that by Cat 
Stevens: “It's not time to 
make a change.” Couldfc: 
he have been thinking of 
foe shopkeepers' 0 f 
Amman when he sang it ? 
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Karak curfew relaxed 

(Continued from page 1) 


and leftist parries are known 
to have a strong-presence. 

These residents and other 
sources who spoke to the Jor- 
dan Times said the arrests tar- 
geted apparatchiks of political 
parties, mainly the pro-Iraq 
Baath party, which the govern- 
ment has accused of sparking 
the riots. 

Karak residents continued to 
insist that no political parties 
were behind the riots, with 
some saying that if political 
parties did have anything to do 
with the riots, it was after the 
disturbances started by 
“exploiting the sentiments of 
the people." 

Dr. Mahadin said the Public 
Freedoms Committee at the 
Lower House of Parliament 
was scheduled to visit the city 
to examine the situation of the 
detainees who, he said, have 
been locked up in different 
detention centres in the King- 
dom. 

Residents said that security 
forces were still positioned at 
the entrance of the city check- 
ing people coming into it. 

“The situation is calm." said 
Dr. Mahadin. But "life is still 
far from normal with shops 
closed and very little activity 
taking place in the city,” 
according to another city resi- 
dent. 

Dr. Mahadin said the army 
units imposing the curfew 
were not banning individuals 
from moving in the streets but 


are maintaining vigil to ensure 
that no large groups gather in 
what he described as a precau- 
tionary step against any 
renewal of violence. 

Mayor Mahadin said the 
municipality had finished 
cleaning the streets of the 
debris of burnt tyres and rocks 
but added the municipality 
does not have the funds to 
repair the damage that was 
suffered. 

President of the Karak 
Chamber of Commerce Jamil 
GaraJJeh said Sunday that a 
1 0-member committee was 
formed to collect donations to 
repair the damage that resulted 
from the riots. 

On Friday, rioters burnt 
down commercial banks and 
the Civil Consumers’ Society 
before the riots ended for the 
day. On Saturday about 2,000 
people took to the streets again 
and battled with the police 
who used tear-gas and rubber 
bullets to disperse them. A 
Ministry of Education build- 
ing was pm on fire. 

No clashes have been report- 
ed in this city of 25,000 resi- 
dents since police units that 
were brought in to enforce 
order were replaced by army 
units. 

No disturbances were also 
reported in the southern cities 
of Ma'an and Tafileh where 
demonstrations took place on 
Friday or in Amman where the 
police on Monday dispersed 
about 300 protesters. 


Ties with Iraq unaffected 


(Con tinned from page 1) 
followed by reports on Jor- 
dan’s involvement in attempts 
to topple the Iraqi regime, and 
most recently, Jordan’s impli- 
cation • of pro-Iraq involve- 
ment in the bread riots might 
prompt the Saddam Hussein 
regime to forego Jordan as a 
major trade partner. 

This and other analysts cited 
as evidence Iraq's swift reply 
to Jordanian accusations 
through stale-owned media 
channels; Iraq Monday denied 
charges of involvement in the . 
riots accusing the Jordanian 
'gcroernmfenr of beinjj jsotely;!.-. 
responsj.biiifor the unrest. *• : : v 

“The 'Jotttanian government 
signed a peace treaty with the 
Zionist enemy against the will 
of the people ... the Jordanian 
government interferred in the 
internal affairs of Iraq against 
the will of the Jordanian peo- 
ple ... sought to appease the 
Guff states and the U.S. and 
yielded to conditions of the 
World Bank against the will of 
the people...,” the Iraqi ‘LTm 
AJ Ma’arek’ radio station said. 

Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher Monday said 
that the authorities have 
arrested a number of leaders 
of the Iraqi Ba'ath Party after 
gathering evidence that they 
were responsible for inciting 
violence in the so-called bread 
riots. 

“These people were working 
against their country and 
themselves .. what they did 


was unjustifiable. It is harm- 
ful for this country’s security, 
stability and reputation as well 
as being counterproductive in 
terms of encouraging invest- 
ment in the Kingdom," said 
Mr. Abul Ragheb, who reiter- 
ated the government’s resolve 
to go ahead with the decision 
of lifting wheat subsidies in 
compliance with the 
International Monetary Fund 
reform programme, which he 
described as a move that "will 
put us on the road to econom- 
ic independence, . at . ,a..nrm?. , 

(paying 

^sourcesjj^no.lpji^t-fea-c 

WoT-fj-rrrfc srl: r -.a?!c 

-Meanwhile, other officials 
maintained that, for more rea- 
sons than one. "it is too early 
to tell” whether Jordanian- 
Iraqi trade ties will be affected. 

One such reason, they say, is 
whether investigations will 
actually reveal a direct Iraqi 
involvement in fomenting tire 
unrest; and the other is 
whether Baghdad will indeed 
adopt a “tit-for-tat" approach 
in reacting to the accusations 
by suspending trade exchange 
with Jordan. 

In such case an eventuality, 
an official said, Jordan's oil 
needs might have to be sup- 
plied by Saudi Arabia, which 
has expressed its readiness to 
provide Jordan with petroleum 
if asked. But, as this official 
pointed out, “it (the oil) will 
definitely be at a higher cost. 


4 tabloid journalists arrested 

(Continued from page 1) 


week. 

At least 40 members of two 
leftist groups are among the 
nearly 150 people detained 
following the riots. 

Security sources said Tues- 
day some of the detainees 
could be released on bail pend- 
ing the filing of formal charges 
or released unconditionally 
after questioning. 


“We expect the process of 
releases to start soon,” said 
one source. “Investigations are 
focusing directly on those who 
attacked public and private 
property and on those who 
instigated the riots,” added the 
source. 

The Jordan People's Democ- 
ratic Party (JPDP) said mean- 
while the number of its mem- 
bers in detention had risen to 
16. 



Child labour today: F acts and figures 


Though reliable statistics are rare, 
available infonnatioi snggpste tkat 
the number of writing childen 
remains extremely hijh. No regioiLof 
the world today is entiely free of rMd 
labour. 


ALTHOUGH THE 
international recommended 
minimum age for work is 
15 years (TLO Convention 
No. 138) and the number of 
child workers under the age 
of 10 is far from negligible, 
almost all the data available 
on child labour concerns the 
10- to- 14 age group. Com- 
bining various official 
sources, the 1LO estimates 
that more than 73 mill inn 
children in that age group 
alone were economically 
active in 1995, represen ting 
13.2 per cent of ah I0-to-I4 
year olds around the world. 

The greatest numbers 
were found in Asia — 44.6 
million (13 per cent) — fol- 
lowed by Africa — 23.6 
million (by far the highest 
rate at 263 per cent) — and 
Latin America — 5.1 mil- 
lion (9.8 per cent). 

Estimates by country 
showed the following rates 
of economic activity among 
children 10-to-14: 

Bangladesh (30.1 per cent), 

China (11.6), India (14.4), 

Pakistan (17.7), Turkey 
(24); Cote d’Ivoire (20.5), 

Egypt (113), Kenya (413), 

Nigeria (25.8), Senegal 
(31.4); Argentina (43), 

Brazil (16.1), Mexico (6.7); 

Italy (0.4), Portugal (1.8). 

“But this is only part of 
the picture,’’ says Assefa 
Bequele, departmental 
Director and child labour 
specialist at the ILO. “No 
reliable figures on workers 
under 10 are available 
though their numbers, we 
know, are significant. The 
same is true of children 
between 14 and 15 on 

whom few reports exist- If D 

kll 'bfiiSese codKPb^count- *x bohK^'i#r'miij Ihowevex, 
-^arid? if proptib^aceount J * 


•rate 'domestic*' 
work performed full- 
by girls, the total number of 
child workers around the 
world today might well be 
in the hundreds of mil- 
lions." 

Though mostly prevalent 
m the developing regions, 
child labour also exists in 
richer industrialised coun- 
tries. “In southern Europe, 
there have always been rel- 
atively large numbers of 
children working for pay, in 
particular in seasonal activ- 
ities, street trades, small 
workshops or in a home set- 
ting,” notes an ILO report 
prepared for a meeting to be 
held in conjunction with 
this year's session of the 
International Labour Con- 
ference (4-20 June 1 996). 

In central and eastern 
Europe, the difficulties con- 
nected with the transition 
from a centrally planned to 
a market economy has led 
to a substantial increase in 
child labour. The ILO report 
points out that “the same is 
true of the United States, 
where the growth of the ser- 
vice sector, the rapid 
increase in the supply of 
part-time jobs and the 
search for a more flexible 
workforce have contributed 
to the expansion of the child 
labour market." 

Traditionally, the propor- 
tion of working children has 


? ‘ 

(much higher in nral 
n urban areas — - - nhe 
out f ten are engaged 'jn 
agricl rural or related activ- 
ities. t the towns and ciois 
of dveloping countrii’s, 
where child labour his 
increasd steadily ' as a 
result C the rapid urbanisa- 
tion of scent years, worll- 
ing ctjdren are founi 
mainly i trade and service* 
and to aesser extent in the 
manufaciring sector. ‘ 

Experimental statistical - 
surveys rirried out by the * 
ILO in' Ghana, India,: 
Indonesiand Senegal have 1 
shown tbt the economic 
activity obver three quar- 
ters of chilren between the ' 
ages of 5 al 14 takes place | 
in a family enterprise set- ~ 
ting. With ie exception of 1 
Latin Ameca where their 1 
numbers ap»ar to be sub- 
stantial, ! “children 
employed a: wage-earners 
usually acctiot for a rela- 
tively small lercentage of 
total child lahur,’* says die 
report. 

“At the .international 
level,” notes the report, 
“attention foises mainl y 
on children mployed in 
Third Weald Minnies and 
predominantly export 
industries, sut as textiles, 
clothing,: epets and 

footwear: In act, though, 
children • priucing for 
export are substantially 
fewer than die employed 
in branchesof activity 
geared essentUy to meet- 
ing domestic Consumption 
needs." } 

Available Stistics sug- 
gest that mol boys than 
girls work. “ should ibe 



Estimated percentages 
of economically active 
children between 10 
and 14 years of age, 
1995* 

(Selected countries and 
territories ) 

Africa 


Though mostly prevalent in th e develop! mg regions, child labour also i adsts in richer 
industrialised countries (ILO pihioto) 1 


school 

work” 


dial they prefer to 


Refuting the "nimble fin- 
gers” argument 
In manufacturing indus- 
tries, children are most like- 
ly jto be employed, says the r _ 

report, ^b^theipltdw|nis^ •’:«toriOTig>ig^>id 
lesVexpfen&C'e-or d^rthwir-^^ants 


majority an; involved in 
farming and - are routinely 
exposed to liarsh climate, 
sharpened ! tools, heavy 
loads as we/ 1, increasingly, 
as tc» toxic chemicals and 
motorised eq -uipraent. 

Otbtirs, pa rticularly girls 

tefefjSSC 


MM 


reports citet|l in the ILO 
report, may ;i lumber in the 
tens of millions, “are to be 
found in ^ agriculture, 
domestic hd sip, the sex 
industry, fee <;arpet and tex- 
tile industrii «, quarrying 
and brick mal ding.' 

slA'jep'j 
_ . wr 
aT'^ysf eras 



they usually doot take into 
. account fidl-fte house- 
work perforate by many 
children, the yt majority 
of whom are gk, in order 
to enable dieir^ents to go 
to work.” 

Girls, moreoyp tend to ' 
work longer houfon aver- 
age, than do bqytfThis is 
especially true forte many 
girls employed asumestic 
workers, a type ofrnploy- 
menc jut which Jftrs of 
work are typically iereme- 
ly long. This is alsoie case f 
of girls employed , ivotber 
types of jobs who, f addi- 
tion to their profitional 
activity, must help ^ fee 
housework in. their pints’ 
home.” 

One of fee factors Act- 
ing the supply offeild 
labour is the high CO. in 
real terms, of obtaininan ■ 
education. Many chiUtea 
work to cover the cok of 
school expenses. :ut, 
“many schools servingbe 
poor are of such abysal 
quality, or chances.jof 
upward mobility for graji 
ates are so slim, featne 
expected return is not cx^t 
to the sacrifice mark.. 
While it is true that 
children drop out of schd: 
because they have to wot ' 
it is equally true that mai 
become so discouraged; 1 


ered irreplaceable by reason 
of their size or perceived 
dexterity." 

The ILO investigated this 
latter question in 1992 as it 
applied in fee handwoven 
carpet and glass bracelet 
(bangles) industries in 
India, subsequently expand- 
ing its studies to include the 
diamond polishing, gem 
polisjhing, slate, limestone 
and mosaic chip quarrying 
industries. 

Th^ findings of these 
studies, says the ILO, 
“clearly refute the ‘nimble 
fingers’ argument — the 
claim' that only children can 
do cejtain jobs, or can do 
them better than adults.” 
Very • often, the studies 
found, “the jobs that only 
children perform consist of 
meniajll unskilled work that 
adults could do at least as 
quickly." 

“Sonic of the best carpets, 
— il having fee greatest 
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Democratic framework will govern process 


(Continued from page I) 

want the situation to return 
normal completely before we 
do it." 

Official sources had told the 
Jordan Times that in ordering 
the initiation of a re-evalua- 
tion process the King would 
be “keen to know where we 
went right or wrong in the 
democrari sad on period of fee 
past seven years." 

“From then on, fee positive 
aspects will be emphasised at 
fee expense of fee negative 
practices, wife fee ultimate 
aim being progress on fee 
democratic front, stability and 
working harder towards 
achieving consensus poli- 
tics,” one source said. 

When asked about what 
form fee proposed dialogue 
and re-evaluation process 
would take. Dr. Muasher said 


that the government did not 
have "detailed thoughts" 
about it at this time. 

“What we do know is that 
fee form is not as important as 
what the substance will be,” 
he added. “As long as there is 
the will to do it, it will be 
done/' 

Politicians are for proposal 
Jordanian politicians general- 
ly agree that the government 
needs to open this kind of dia- 
logue with the Parliament and 
fee political parties, and cite 
fee need for fee debate to be 
all-encompassing and bal- 
anced. Not all of them agree, 
however, on who the parties 
to fee dialogue should be. 

•The government has to 
open a dialogue with the Par- 
liament and political parties,” 
Senator Laila Sharaf told the 
Jordan Times in an interview 
yesterday. "But that dialogue 


has to be serious, balanced 
and equitable" in order to suc- 
ceed, Mrs. Sharaf, a former 
minister of information, 
added. 

A national re-evaluation 
process, which has to serve as 
a framework for the new gov- 
ernment-parliament dialogue, 
according to Mrs. Sharaf and 
other politicians, should aim 
to bridge the gap between the 
state institutions and those of 
civil society. 

“It may be a re-evaluation 
process along fee same guide- 
lines that drew up the Nation- 
al Charter (in 1990 and 1991) 
but ie need not necessarily 
take place in fee same far- 
mat,” Mrs. Sharaf said. 

“We need to think up a for- 
mat for a debate over our 
vision for a civil society borne ; 
out of our consensus on three 
elements, which are: internal 


development, relations wii '■ 
the Arab states and ties wh ■ 
our non- Arab neighbours, " 
Mrs. Sharaf said. "Fron * 
there on we will automatically 
have an international vision & 
well." 

Former Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs anq 
Information Ibrahim Izzedine, 
who fully supports the idea of 
a national re-evaluation 
process, said that the Crown 
has to assume the main task in 
bringing together the govern- 
ment and Parliament and 
bridging the gap between 
them. 

“It has to be a national dia- 
logue led by the Palace," Mr. 
Izzedine told the Jordan 
Times. “The palace is fee 
most permanent, most 
respected and strongest politi- 
cal institution in Jordan,” he 
said. 

Mr. Izzedine also under- 
lined the importance of recog- 
nising the difference between 


fee ham 
dents : 
events. 

* “This 
within 


fee 

of small knots, are 
by adults," states the 
If child dexterity is 
iquely necessary to 
ie finest caipets, it is 
t to imagine other 
: or which fee ‘nimble 
argument could be 


working children 
significant threats to 
their health and safety. The 


devastating ' consequences 
on their healt th. 

“Prostitutio in is another 
type of acti vity in which 
children, es pecially girls, 
are increas ingly found,” 
says the ILO j report. "The 
AIDS epider fee is a con- 
tributing fact< Dr to this trend, 
as adults see fee use of chil- 
dren for sex ual purposes as 
fee best rhr -arm of prevent- 
ing infectci' on. The laissez- 
faire attitui ie of fee authori- 
ties in ct targe of national 
and in ten? tationaJ tourism is 
also large ; Iy responsible for 
fee currer nt situation.” 

Anothe ;r “extremely seri- 
ous pr/ oblem,” says fee 
report; j 5 child slavery. 

“Avaj Jable information 
points/ to the existence of 
traditif mal forms of child 
slaver y in South Asia and 
sub-S aharan East Africa. 
Instat aces have also been 
fouru d in two Latin Ameri- 
can j countries." Contempo- 
rary: forms of child ;sla very 
ho>* /ever, appear ,to be 
evq Iving "either by a Jink 
bei ng established between 
an; adult’s work contract and 
thq .* availability of a child or 
by fee exchange of.a child 
fo r a sum of mopej? feat is 
of ‘ten described as an 
at ivance on wages.’\ 

/' “A large number of child 
^ laves" who, according to 


and s£x- • *fee^qJt6iiati$ m 
can have such as debt bl ondage. when 
“the motivation 1 is fee debt 
incurred by a f amily to meet 
a social or reLj gious obliga- 
tion or simply ' to acquire fee 
means of survl val," says fee 
report adding! feat wars are 
also conduct /e to child 
slavery. J 
"A different approach is 
needed for qich of these 
different fonj is of child 
slaveiy," warm » the ILO. "In 
the first instarw :e, any exter- 
nal, and ; particularly 
international, i intervention 
is doomed to 1 ailure if it is 
not accompai feed by a 
process of sot rife transfor- 
mation impleir tented by the 
communities d oncemed. In 
fee second case, fee 
enslavement o f civil popu- 
lations in fee context of an 
armed conflict is a crime 
against humaifety,” which 
the international communi- 
ty has an obligation to stop 
and to punish. 

There is a growing body 
of opinion "that national 
and international efforts 
need to be rnore sharply 
focused on fee most abusive 
and hazardous forms of 
child labour, granting them 
first concern and priority,” 
underlines fee: report. 

“Perhaps fee; most telling 
social argument against 
child labour is feat its 
effects are highly discrimi- 


Algeria 

1.63 

Burkina Faso 

5J.05 

Burundi 

48.97 

Cameroon 

25.25 

C5te d’Ivoire 

20.46 

Egypt 

11.23 

Ethiopia 

4230 

Ghana 

13.27 

Kenya 

4137 

Mali 

54.53 

Morocco 

5.61 

Niger 

45.17 

Nigeria 

25.75 

Senegal 

31.36 

South Africa 

0.00 

Tunisia 

0.00 

Uganda 

4531 

Zambia 

16.27 

Zimbabwe 

29.44 

Asia 


Bangladesh 

30.12 

Bhutan 

55.10 

China 

1135 

East Timor 

4539 

Hong Kong 

0.00 

India 

1437 

Indonesia 

9.55 

Iran 

4.71 

Iraq 

2.95 

Japan 

0.00 

Jordan 

0.68 

Malaysia 

3.16 

Nepal 

45.18 

Pakistan 

17.67 

Philippines 

8.04 

Saudi Arabia 

0.00 

Syria Arab Rep. 

5.78 

Turkey 

24.00 

Thailand 

1632 

Vietnam 

9.12 

Yemen 

20.15 

Europe 


Albania 

1.11 

Hungary 

0.17 

Italy 

0.38 

Portugal 

1.76 

Romania 

0.17 

f’tfqaiflh Amato. 
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4.53 

Bolivia 

14.36 

Brazil 

16.09 

Chile 

0.00 

Colombia 

6.62 

Costa Rica 

5.48 

Cuba 

0.00 

Dominican Rep. 

16.06 

Guatemala 

26.22 

Haiti 

2530 

Mexico 

6.73 

Nicaragua 

14.05 

Paraguay 

7.87 

Peru 

2.48 

Uruguay 

2.08 

Venezuela 

0.95 


Oceania 

Papua New Guinea 

1931 

Solomon Islands 28.89 
Polynesia 3.67 

* Source: Economically 
active population. Esti- 
mates and projections, 
1950-2010. Fourth edition 
(unpublished-data avail- 
able from the ILO Bureau of 
Statistics), International 
Labour Office, Geneva. 
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tiling of the 1989 inci- 
[nd the past week's 

the first major crisis 
the framework of a : 
democratic experience," Mr. 
Izzedine ! said. “It is the first 1 
since m iirtial law was lifted ' 
and political parties wereL : 
introduc id. So it has to be 
handled ^is both a security am^. 
political [wobiem and not 00 !^ 
as a sect irtty issue as was the : 
case in 1 ^89." '/ 

Both N firs. Sharaf and M/ r. 
Izzedine i believe feat tij L e 
national 'dialogue should { w 
started very soon if on ly 
because off ib>e parliaments jy 
leadline in 1 October when j the 
Lower and Upper Houses j i/ill 
econvene i n their last res' alar 

ess ion. j I 

. “It is - o' bvious feat P) time 
Minister A „bdal Karim Kg ibar- 
i has t 1 At support o fj His 
fajesty,’’ ’ Mrs. Sharfef,' said. 
What y Jr. Kabariti hasi to do 
vw is to patch up re); ations 


*mh fee people and the insti- 
tutions following the riots. 

Whether Parliament will be 
ready to "cooperate with the 
prime minister when the ordi- 
nary sessiou convenes 
depends oh how successful he 
is in rebuilding the govern- 
ment’s bridges" with the vari- 
ous blocs in fee Lower House, 
she added. 

Mr. Izzedine believes feat 
•’what Mr. Kabariti needs to 
do now is to take steps to alle- 
viate fee problems of the peo- 
ple and not only show concern 
in words." 

"The message should be 
feat fee government is truly 
concerned and i"s ready to take 
real and concrete steps,” Mr. 
Izzedine said, adding feat this 
would mean “accepting part 
of their agenda when holding 
dialogue with sanctioned and 
legitimate political Jodies in 
the country*" ' 5 

Deputy and' 'former Prime 

Minister Taher Masri agrees 


that there should be a re-eval- 
uation of the last seven-year 
period's experience, but he 
insists that it cannot be done 
while fee government of Mr. 
Kabariti remains in office. 

"The idea is excellent” said 
Mr. Masri, who openly 
opposed the decision 10 raise 
the prices of bread tuid animal 
feed within the formula 
devised by fee government, 
adding that an open dialogue 
would prepare the ground 
*’for a process of learning 
from fee mistakes which have 
taken place since fee democ- 
ratisadon process began.” 

“What is important in times 
of crisis such as these, howev- 
er, is to protect the regime, the 
King, law and order and fee 
reputation of fee country. We 
are talking about protecting 
what is really important," Mr. 
Masri said. "The open dia- 
logue should primarily deal 
with ways to address democ- 
racy properly and work on 


natoty, adding to the burden 
and disadvantage of indi- 
viduals and groups already 
among fee socially exclud- 
ed while benefiting those 
who are privileged." 

"For that reason, child 
labour is inconsistent wife 
democracy and social jus- 
tice." 


institutionalising it. even if it 
is done gradually," he main- 
tained. 

“Democracy’s strength and 
durability will act as a shock 
absorber at times like fee one 
which we just witnessed. ... 
But 1 don’t think feat after 
what has happened fee differ- 
ent parries wifi be able ro deal 
with this government in good- 
will and comfortably,” Mr. 
Masri said. 

Mr. Izzedine also stressed 
the need to press ahead with 
democracy, despite what hap- 
pened, maintaining feat the 
latest riots were caused not 
only by the decision 10 raise 
fee prices of bread, 

"There has been an accumu- 
lation of social problems, 
mainly poverty and unem- 
ployment, feat needs to be 
addressed through a national 
dialogue. This would blaze 
fee trail for our post-peace era 
and fee end of the 20th centu- 
ry," Mr. Izzedine said. 
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Palestinians ban 
Israeli imports ; 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) banned 
the import of Israeli goods 
into self-ruled Gaza Mon- 
day to protest against 
restrictions on Ga 2 an 
exports to the Jewish state, 
an official said. 

Nabil Tamous, in charge 
of the Palestinian side of 
the Kami checkpost. said 
he bad indefinitely barred 
Israeli goods from entering 
Gaza at the crossing point, 
which handles most of the 
commercial goods traffic 
between Israel and Gaza. 

“We decided to close it 
because of Israeli provoca- 
tions,” Mr. Tamous told 
Reuters. 

He said that Israel was 
blocking the export of com- 
petitive Gazan goods such 
as flagstones and canned 
goods to Israel and the West 
Bank in breach of Israeli- 
PLO trade agreements. 

“We have 2S flagstone 
factories which provide 
jobs for 1,000 Palestinians. 


It is very important for us to 
export these materials," Mr. 
Tamous said. “This Israeli 
behaviour has led to; the 
closure of two-thirds o/f the 
28 plants.” ! 

Israeli officials f said 
Gazan exports were h<:ld up 
for security reasons. / 

Israel Radio quoted Avi 
Gambash, Gaza coordina- 
tor of Israel’s civil adminis- 
tration, as saying t bje goods 
were a security risk 
because they could be used 
to hide weapons a ji.d explo- 
sives. 

Mr. Tamous chirged that 
Israeli security j justifica- 
tions were a cover: for pro- 
tecting Israeli J factories 
from lower-cosB competi- 
tion. He said Israel had vio- 
lated a trade accord signed 
two weeks ago by prevent- 
ing the export q f flagstones 
from Gaza. 

“It (Kami) isj going to be 
shut and will mot be opened 
until an agreement is 
reached,” Mr. ] Tamous said. 


Sett >ack for tourism seei with Netanyahu at helm 


Following is an article 
published i n the fifth issue 
of the Travel Trade 
Gazette. Th e article, which 
appears in . * he August edi- 
tion, reflecti t the prevailing 
situation oj e the tourism 
industry in the Middle 
East region i ind shows that 
the Israeli p 'rime minister 
has a lot to contribute to 
the prospei dry of the 
tourism inc lustry. Such 
prosperity ecu be achieved 
by expanding J support to 
the peace pi ocess in the 
whole regioi h including 
Syria and L ebanon, not 
only through negotiations 
but also by encouraging 
investments in the tourism 
industry just a s well. 

THE' AN TICIPATED 
boom in toi irb;xn stem- 
ming from a comprehen- 
sive Middle . East peace 
settlement look :s destined 
to be postponed in definite- 
ly following the cl range of 
political power i n I Israel. 

Instead, coun trios such 
as Jordan and 1 Eg; /pc will 
have to rely me <re* heavily 
on their own inc iividual 
resources and : ittri returns, 
while Lebanon iind Syria’s 


inbound travel industry 
will continue to suffer the 
adverse effects of ‘no war, 
no peace’ stagnation. 

ike election of 
Benyamin Netanyahu as 
Israel’s Prime Minister 
and his hardline approach 
to the peace process has 
caused considerable con- 
sternation in the region 
and raised fears in may 
collapse completely. 

Understandably, the 
major talking points have 
centred on the political 
consequences with the 
implications for the 
tourism industry rating 
barely a mention in the 
.international media. 

The first direct effect of j 
the Israeli government . 
change at the end of May I 
came with the sudden/ 
postponement of the 

much-publicised meetinf 
of the Middle East/ 
Mediterranean Travel 
Tourism Association 
(MEMTTA) 
that was scheduled 
start in Tunis in early Junk 
Some of the membir 
countries had requested 
the adjournment in orctr 


toteassess the njjtmasa- 
tim of ties with Isral- It 
not revealed ' yrich 
;mbers maa the repest, 
ft the meeting Joked 
larantqed to attxpt a 
jat .deal of atm lion 
'been 

ie first high-lev^ get- 
jgether between /Israel 
id the Arab counts fol- 
/owing Mr. Nerayahu’s 
slection. j 

The association’ffound- 
ling members W Egypt. 
Jordan, Morocco Tunisia, 
the Palestinian Athority, 
Israel, Cyprus anf Turkey. 
MEMTTA was s up after 
the Middle EasKfc North 
African econonp summit 
meetings held ij 1 994 and 
1995 under U./ sponsor- 
ship to suporr the 
region’s peace /rocess. 

Its declared/aim is to 
facilitate regidal coopera- 
tion in travelled tourism 
and the assoption’s task 
is regarded a/an essential 


ingredient 
peace op 
meeting is 
scheduled 
but a final 


the overall 
;tion. The 
tentatively 
September, 
:cision seems 


certain to ipend on how 


relations between the Arab 
states and Israel progress. 

The onus for fostering 
improvement is placed 
firmly on Israel which has 
“moved the goal posts” on 
terms for the original deal 
and declared its security as 
the issue taking prece- 
dence over all other mat- 
ters. 

Political observers say 
reaching an agreement 
which satisfies that securi- 
ty goal but also manages ro 
see a return of occupied 
Arab territories — the key 
demand — could prove a 
better long-term deal. 

They point to the dan- 
gers of anything which 
falls short of a complete 
agreement being constant- 
ly ticking time-bomb for 
the entire region, and 
while the travel industry 
could see short-term bene- 
fits. not many would want 
to risk much in the way of 
investment. 

While few may doubt the 
wisdom of that analysis, it 
does not address the 
immediate problem of how 
ro cope with threatened 
reductions in forecast 


tourism levels. It looks 
unlikely that any of the 
countries will suffer very 
seriously since peace was 
regarded as providing a 
boost to figures, with the 
various countries already 
working on their individ- 
ual progrrames.30.5 

Travel experts agree- that 
politics play a much small- 
er role in a tourist's deci- 
sion when selecting a des- 
tination than acts of vio- 
lence. 

So while combined holi- 
days involving Israel. Jor- 
dan and Egypt may suffer, 
individually these coun- 
tries could continue to see 
their inbound statistics 
improving. 

Not so Lebanon and 
Syria. These have yet to 
make peace with Israel and 
it is the Israeli occupation 
of southern Lebanon and 
Syria’s Golan Heights 
which top their agenda for 
any peace talks. That still 
leaves the even more diffi- 
cult issue of Israel’s rela- 
tions with the Palestinians. 


Cyprus tourism is in trouble 



NICOSIA /R) — Cyprus’ 
finance minister denied the 
economy was facing a crisis 
but admitted there were 
problems in the tourism and 
manufacturing sectors on the 
eastern Mediterranean 
island. Christodoulos 
Christodoulou said decreas- 
ing productivity and compet- 
itiveness in manufacturing 
have been noted while 
tourism “is showing signs of 
fatigue.” “Our competitors 
have reduced their costs and 
upgraded their quality. In 
our case there is a continu- 
ous increase in costs without 
upgrading quality or 
improving infiastnreture," 
be said. 

Mr. Christodoulou added: 


‘There is no^ensis, or cloud 
hanging oves; the economy. 
Official figin.-es show book- 
ings for tfa/e summer are 
down by arc wand one per cent 
on the 2.1 raiillion who visit- 
ed Cyprus last year. Hote- 
liers say the; drop is higher, 
the spent ning power of 
tourists via siting less, and 
admit fruit Cyprus is 
between Uji and 20 per cent 
costlier tin an rival destina- 
tions. Tour ism brings in an 
estimated » 810 million 

Cyprus paj ands ($1.7 billion) 
annually -J 21 per cent of the 
island’s :J gross domestic 
product ^/Central bank of 
Cyprus f-overnor Afxentis 
Afxentiou agreed that 
tourism u ras in difficulty. A 


current accoi mt defiq t of 88 
million pa t rads iu j 1995. 
from a surplus of 32 1 million 
in 1994 wiis partly (due to 
defence speeding, said Mr. 
Afxentiou. 1 1 is foreca* at to be 
135 millior i in the rt id this 
year. j 

But be ire literated tvis con- 
cerns that a mother rea son for 
the worsen ling defic.it was 
consumer* {pending, j 
“Unfoitt nately Cypriots 
are a little : bit spoiled," he 
said. Last" month, the: central 
bank incre ased liquidity lim- 
its for coi rimercial /banks to 
13 percen it from 10 percent 
injecting i in additional 90 to 
100 miili c jn pounds into the 
local loan : market. 


oil prices keep gold 
maud high in Gulf 


orte Grandgets ne ^ r food & beverage |e 

Jflarriedc with two perioci his experi- 
ence ‘ had covered 


DUBAI (AFP) — 
consumption in two 
Gulf oil producers 
remained high due to/ eco- 
nomic growth caused by 
improved crude pricek the 
World Gold Council 
(WGC) has said. 

Gold demand in /Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) increased 
by around one per cent to 
66.3 tonnes in the /second 
quarter of 1996 from nearly 
65.5 tonnes in the same 
period of 1995, W6C said 
in a statement from its 
uartexs ii 


regional headq 
UAE port of Dubai L 
‘Id Saudi Arabia, 


in the 


price situation 
to ease budget 
and has con- 
raising econom- 
prospects,” said 
hneebeli, WGC 
hief executive for 
e East and India. 

AE, retailers are 
ng stocks follow- 
sales during the 
in Dubai in the 
er.” he added, 
ort showed gold 
y Dubai, one of 
the bigisr gold trade cen- 
tres infhe world, hit a 
record j»9.3 tonnes in the 
first habf 1996. It said the 
surae as caused by an 


increase in domestic 
demand and consumption 
in India and Pakistan, the 
main export market for the 
emirate. 

In India, the largest gold 
consumer in the world, 
demand for the yellow 
metal soared by 17 per cent 
to 136.7 tonnes in the sec- 
ond quarter of 1996 from 
116.2 tonnes in the second 


quarter of 1995. the report 
showed. 

This is a record high for 
any quarter for the last three 
years and highlights the 
continuing increase in gold 
consumption in India,” it 
said. The Middle East and 
India region as a whole 
consumed 226 tonnes of 
gold in the second quarter 
of 1996. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

)• by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


children, Christian 
Jolissairit has 
joined Forte Grand 
Amman as food & 
beverage manager. 
Mr. Jolissaint 
comes from a 
background of 24 
years within the 
food industry, 
where during that 


the fi ve continents 
USA, Middle East, 
Asia, Europe, 
Afhc; a. He spent 
13 years with 
Meric nen chain as 
food & beverage 
manager in Men- 
dien AJ Khobar, 
Saudi L Arabia. 







THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Move about 
5 “Dear—" 

(advice column) 
9 Long-legged 
bird 

14 Phoenician 
city 

15 Mrs. Copperfield 

16 Lofty nest 

17 Saga 

18 In a lively 
fashion 

20 Ancient Persian 

21 Defamatory 
charges 

22 Makes over 

23 Sows 

25 Waldorf or 
Caesar 
27 — trap for 

29 Toss 

30 Electrical units 
34 List extender 
36 Animated 

38 — barrel (at a 
disadvantage) 

39 Joan Crawford- 
Franchot Tone 
Rim 

42 Prongs 

43 Legal claims 

44 Cereal grain 

45 Before: pref. 

46 Dolores — Rio 

47 Loyalist 
49 Peons 

51 Staircase 
support 
54 Suppose 
56 Mimic 

60 — monster 

61 City 

63 First garden 

64 Go-between 

65 Fruit decay 

66 Not a soul 

67 Palomino 

68 Capri, e.g. 

69 "—the night 
before..." 

DOWN 

1 Stalks 

2 Melville opus 

3 Lustrous 

4 Ebb 

5 — Bede" 

R Premium 


MUGAT 


TT 




|90 




DYSAN 


IE 

V ^ ■” 



WHEN THE 
SHORTEST PLAYER 
WON THE GAME 
HE WAS 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“ nxxxxmoxn 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: RAINY HAREM STODGY LADING 
Answer The electrician did this to bone up for his 
<wam — “UGKT READING 



7 Yosemite 
cascade 

8 Sweet potato 

9 Surfeited 

10 — off (irate) 

11 Church calender 

12 Irritate 

13 FL feature 
19 Certain Asian 
24 Has the lead 
26 Lemeris partner 
28 — Baba 

30 Maria" 

31 Franz Lehar 
operetta (with 
‘The") 

32 Quarry 

33 Marquis de — 

34 Ms. Kett 

35 Slender 

37 Lazy person 

38 Actor Welles 

40 Busy insect 

41 Can. prov. 

46 Profound 


48 Ruler 

49 Chastised, old 
style 

■50 Sales pitch 

52 Ms. Verdugo of 
TV 

53 Country paths 
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HOROSCOPE 
forecast for 

WEDNESDAY. 
AUGUST 21, 1996 
By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: i March 21 to 
April 19) Get that plan 
working early today 
which can gain you the 
personal ambitions which 
mean so much to you in 
the morning. Later this 
evening will be good for 
you to seek out close 
friends and gain their 
business advice. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 2 1 ) Be more support- 
ive "of prominent people 
today and you can gain 
their support on those dif- jg 
ficult business decisions 
which you have been 
making. Take rime to 
study some subject which 
is advanced later this 
even ins. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Try new angles 
with some old activity 
today and you can be 
active and highly inspired 
from the results. The 
evening requires rest so 
get to bed early and there- 
by you will be able to han- 
dle' any difficult situation 
ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

( June 22 to July 21 ) Make 
your life with your mare 
more exciting today and 
remake the relationship in 
the same condition as 
when you were first 
romantically involved 
with him or her. Later this u 
evening you can spend “ 
some time with loved 
ones. 

LEO: ( July 22 to August 
21) If you get involved in 
some modem civic affair 
today you can make 
greater progress in the 
days ahead "towards hav- 
ing much prestige. Relax 
tonight after a busy day 
with your loved ones and 
you will feel reenergised. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Handle 
your activities wisely 
today and show others 
that you are intelligent 
and you can handle any 
difficult situation with 
finesse and expertise. 

Come to understand a fel- 
low associate and you will 
gain greater accord with 
him or her. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Choose the 
type of recreation today 
which appeals the most to 
you and enjoy doing iL 
Later this evening please f 
others you come"in con- 
tact with and you will 
understand what is their 
thinking and how you can 
react. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Go 
ahead with the plans you 
have make the days before 
to handle home conditions 
and you can establish 
great rapport with those 
who live under your roof. 
Tonight you can relax 
with your loved ones and 
let y our m ind wander. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Go to the right 
modern places today 
where you can find infor- 
mation to gain your ambi- 
tioos easily. Later tonight 
will be easy for you to 
complete some new pro- 
ject if you consult with a 
bigwig and use that 
advice. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 

Confer with a financial 
expert early in the day 
today and you can gain 
the prestige which comes 
with dealing with any-, 
budgetary crisis in an 
intelligent manner. Follow 
the advice given and you . 
can tighten your budget 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 

to February 19) Get busy 
and get your ideas work- - 
ing nicely today with the 
assistance of some know!-: 
edgeable person. Discus* 
sions with others can be-, 
helpful to you in gaining 
the prestige which tfJL 
important to your fman-f? 
cial and professional life. A, 
PISCES: (February 20 tor:- 
March 20) Dig into the- 
right sources today foe ' 
any information you may__- 
need and get it with rela-' V 
tive ease. Show that you 
have tremendous ability toj 
handle any difficult situar- ■ 

■tion by completion & 
some task which seeing 
demanding to others. '& 
Birthstone of August: % 

Peridot — Golden ^ 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 21, 1996 



AMMAN — * The shares of 
the Amman Bank for 
Investment (ABI) are still 
being traded on the Amman 
Financial Marker. With a 
price of 250 fils per share, 
investors see the shares as 
hot property that will bring 
them a fortune when the 
bank is taken over by the 
Arab Bank Group and 
turned into an Islamic bank. 

It is almost certain that 
the Arab Bank, Jordan's 
largest bank, will be setting 
up an Islamic bank but it is 
not yet clear how the mech- 
anism will be worked out 
and how the ABI case will 
be handled. 

Discussions taking place 
at the Central Bank over the 
issues are kept under 
absolute secrecy. 

According to reliable 


By Samir Ghawj 

Special lo the JonJan Times 


sources, the Central Bank is 
the key player by trving to 
salvage the troubled ABI on 
the one hand and awarding 
the Arab Bank with a 
licence. 

As such, the moneiary 
authority is working out the 
hnk and the Arab Bank will 
not be liable to any 
demands from ABI share- 
holders and the only obliga- 
tion that it will honour will 
be to guarantee the deposits 
held at ABI by the public, 
the Jordan Times has learnt. 

By adopting this proce- 
dure. the sources said, the 
Central Bank is being care- 
ful not to cause a panic in 
the market. 

In this context the Central 
Bank could not but keep 
ABI shares trading at the 
stock exchange because 


suspension of trade could 
spark unnecessary specula- 
tion and public fear about 
the ABI fate. 

The issue, however, is not 
as smooth as it seems 
because over the past few 
months investors have been 
lured by the falling ABI 
share prices and now, at 
250 fils per share, thou- 
sands of ABI shares are 
being traded every day. 

Obviously, people are 
buying the shares not for 
what remains of ABI but on 
the strength of the “rescue," 
which, according ro the 
informed sources, will only 
be a bridge to safeguard 
public confidence and noth- 
ing more. 

If the scenario is true, 
then investors — who 
undoubtedly are small 
savers building high hopes 
of becoming shareholders 


in a major entity — could 
lose all their investments in 
ABI shares. 

The secrecy shrouding 
the whole matter will be 
unveiled next week as 
negotiations between the 
Central Bank and the Arab 
Bank are almost over, the 
Jordan Times was told. 

As far as the ABI share- 
holders are concerned, an 
announcement in the Ara- 
bic dailies has requested 
them to attend a general 
meeting today (Wednes- 
day) at 6 p.m. at the Nabil 
Mash ini Theatre in Abdali 
to discuss a united stand 
and their interests which 
many observers see as 
being minimal or having 
evaporated altogether. 


EU steel 
industry is 
set to shed 
15,000 jobs 
this year 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
steel industry in the 15 
countries of the European 
Union (EU) is likely to 
shed 15.060 jobs this year, 
the EU commision has 
said. 

Last year the number of 
people employed in the 
industry fell by a net 
amount of 13.241 or by 5.6 
per cent of the total. 

Annual forecasts from 
the EU said that this year 
the number of steel work- 
ers employed in Luxem- 
bourg would fall by 10.4 
per cent, in Germany by 
8.3 per cent, Portugal 7.1 
per cent, Italy 6.8 per cent 
and Spain 5.7 per cent. 

A less severe contraction 
i was forecast for four other 
EU countries: 3.1 per cent 
in the Netherlands, 1.7 per 
cent in France and in Bel- 
gium and. 0.5 per cent .in 
Britain. -> 

Increases of productivity 
and new technology would 
result in more reductions 
in the next few years, the 
commission said. 

But cuts would be less 
severe than in previous 
years, and notably the 
reduction of 26,132 in 
1994 because restructuring 
of the European industry, 
launched in 1992, would 
come to an end, except in 
the private steel industry in 
Italy. 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL. 

684311, 699634 


Bank of China 
to compensate 
for slow service 

BELTING (R) — The stale- 
owned Bank of China has set 
limits on the time it takes to 
serve customers at its Beijing 
outlets and will compensate 
people for every extra minute 
they are kept waiting, a bank 
official has said. The bank 
would pay customers one 
yuan (SO. 12) for every one 
minute delay beyond the time 
limits, the official said. 

The bank stoned timing ser- 
vices in all its 193 outlets in 
Beijing from Monday, he said. 
The stop-watch was set at two 
minutes for each current 
account deposit or withdraw- 
al. six minutes for each for- 
eign currency transaction and 
three minutes for trading in 
state treasury bonds, be said. 
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Expert urges pharmaceutical industries 
in Jordan to merge 


** MERGERS AMONG Jordanian pharma- 
ceutical industries would reflect positively on 
the economy and on the companies themselves 
in facing the challenges chat would arise from 
joining the World Trade Organisation (WTQi 
and implementing the intellectual property 
right, a pharmaceutical expert has said. 

According to Ibrahim Jala!, a senior staff 
member at AJ Hikma Pharmaceuticals Compa- 
ny. mergers would combine the efforts of the 
companies in expanding sales, opening new 
markets and consolidating research and devel- 
opment operations to produce medicines that 
can strongly compete in outside markets. 

He indicated that pharmaceutical industries 
in Jordan have a combined nominal capita! of 
S70 million but the actual investments reach 
$400 million. 

Dr. Jalal said that the pharmaceutical indus- 
try will be negatively affected during the com- 
ing ten years when Jordan joins the WTO as 
“we will be obliged to apply the patent rights 
law which specifies that protection is on the 
final product and not on the production 
process." This will result in relying on very 


limited types of medicines, he added. 

Furthermore, Dr. Jalal explained, outside 
markets will be shrinking and Jordanian phar- 
maceutical companies will have to compete 
with international firms and. consequently, be 
pressured in the area of pricing. E\ en prices of 
Jordanian medicines will rise when the law is 
applied. 

To face this challenges. Jordanian pharma- 
ceutical companies should modify their strate- 
gies in terms of research and development, 
marketing and opening new markers in addi- 
tion to raising the specifications to be able lo 
export to Europe and the United States. Dr. 
Jalal pointed out adding that the process in 
itself is long and tedious. 

According to the expert, Jordan pharmaceu- 
tical exports amount to approximately SI 20 
million. He put the size of the Jordanian mar- 
ket at SS0 million and noted that local medi- 
cines account for 30 per cent of the market. At 
present there are 12 pharmaceutical industries 
in the Kingdom but eight of them an: still 
under establishmen t Aswaqt. 
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Gems 6f the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate | 
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l Fax: 810520 J 
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Barkley joins Rockets 
looking for first title 


HOUSTON (TO — Charles 
Barkley finally got tbe trade 
he wanted, and now has just 
one thing left to accomplish 
in his basketball career. 

“1 have no problem saying 
this: If we don't win the 
championship. Hi be 
crushed,’' the 10-time all- 
star said in a news confer- 
ence Monday confirming 
his trade from the Phoenix 
Suns to the Houston Ro- 
ckets for forward Robert 
Horry, guard Sam Cassell 
and reserves Mark Bryant 
and Chucky Brown. 

Barkley, 33, has won 
Olympic gold with two 
Dream Teams, took the 
Suns to the finals four sea- 
sons ago and is a sure Hail 
of Fame inductee when his 
career ends. But he has 
never won an NBA title. 

The burly power forward 
has a good chance to win 
one with the Rockets, led by 
the incomparable centre 
Hakeem Olajuwon and su- 
perstar guard Clyde Drex- 
Ier. 

The Rockets, who won 
the second of their back-to- 
back championships one 
season ago. also bolstered 
their quest for another title 
by signing 7-foot (2.13 
metres) free agent Kevin 
WiUis to back up Barkley 
and Olajuwon. 

““We want to win champi- 


onships in Houston — the 
coaches do. the players do. 
the whole team does — and 
we think this furthers our 
effort," Rockets owner Les 
Alexander said. 

Barkley ■ used his news 
conference to take one last 
shot at Phoenix, where he 
said he would have played 
out his career if the club bad 
not sought to trade him 
away. 

‘The bottom line was, I 
originally wanted to finish 
my career in Phoenix, but I 
told them if they were going 
to shop me. I would never 
play there again." be said. 

Barkley began his NBA 
career with the Philadelphia 
76ers in 1984 and was trad- 
ed to Phoenix in 1992. He 
was the league's most valu- 
able player the following 
season, when the Suns lost 
in the Finals to Michael 
Jordan's Chicago Bulls. 

The Rockets lost two key 
members of their champi- 
onship team by dealing 
away Cassell and Horry, but 
could not pass up a shot at 
acquiring Barkley, said 
Drexler. 

“When you have a chance 
to get a Hall of Fame play- 
er. this is a once in a life- 
time opportunity," Drexler 
said. 

Barkley will make $4.7 
million next season. Cas- 


sell, Hoijy, Bryant and 
Brown will make a com- 
bined $4,535 million, so the 
trade fits salary cap regula- 
tions. 

All four players going to 
the Suns become free agents 
after the 1996-97 season. 
Acquiring potential free 
agents to clear cap room has 
become the newest way to 
quickly rebuild a franchise. 

Since the end of the sea- 
son. Barkley has beeD the 
subject of many trade 
rumours, the first of which 
had him going to Houston 
in a three-way deal that also 
involved the Denver Nug- 
gets. But the league rejected 
it, - alleging tampering dur- 
ing a period when no such 
dealing was allowed. 

There were other trade 
offers for Barkley from the 
Dallas Mavericks. New 
York Knicks and Indiana 
Pacers. 

The 6-foor-6 (1.98 me- 
tres), 252-pound (114 kg) 
Barkley also stage-managed 
his trade out of Philadel- 
phia. 

Barkley, who is one of just 
nine players in NBA history 
— and the shortest — with 
20,000 points and 10,000 
rebounds, averaged 2321 
points and 1 1. 6 rebounds in 
71 games for die Suns last 
season. 
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Zelezny says javelin, not 
baseball, is his priority 


PRAGUE (R) — Thro- 
wing javelins not base- 
balls remains tbe top pri- 
ority for Olympic cham- 
pion Jan ' Zelezny. al- 
though he will attend die 
Atlanta Braves spring 
training in Florida next 
■year. ’ 1 . ' • 

At <ai r recent-ivorkoot 
.with theffiraves, he threw 
the ball over 100 metres 
across the length of the 
field and into the stands. 

The Czech, who holds 
the world record for the 
javelin at 98.48 metres, 
impressed all those pre- 
sent 

Zelezny said Monday: 
“The man who was catch- 
ing the ball shook my 
hand afterwards and said 
it was good. I am glad I 


tried it.... But to do it 
properly would take a lot 
of time." 

One baseball during the 
20-minute session struck 
a cameraman standing 
well away from the catch- 
er. . 

Imall, Zelezny threw 60., 
pitches with the world 
series champions, but was 
forced to stop when he 
felt some tenderness in 
his right arm. 

That injury has kept 
him out of recent athletics 
meetings, including the 
lucrative Zurich Grand 
Prix last week. 

Zelezny declined to 
comment in detail about 
his future athletics plans 
or his possible participa- 
tion in the 2000 Olympics 


in Australia. 

“People have different 
motivations. Mine was an 
Olympic gold medal and 
the world record, what 
else could I wish?*’ he 
said. 

“Sydney is in four 
, years, It ig too far. I will 
|be happyjf I can post a 
- good throw next year.” 

Zelezny said he had felt 
more pressure leading up 
to Atlanta than ever 
before — a situation that 
has taken a heavy toll on 
him this year. 

“The feeling that every- 
body took my (gold) 
medal- for certain 
weighed on me. I don’t 
even know whether I was 
more happy or tired after 
the final throw ” be said. 
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G allaria C ourtyard 

Announces its biggest 
clearance ever on ail 
the American - German 
and other imported 
furniture and 
accessories until the 
end of August 



Brazilian soccer star Ronaldo holds up his new Spanish 
first division soccer team FC Barcelona’s shirt Monday 
during his presentation at Barcelona’s headquarters 
(Reuter photo) 

Ronaldo joins Barcelona 

BARCELONA (R) — Teenage Brazilian striker Ronaldo 
formally joined Barcelona Monday as one of Spain's high- 
est-paid players, pledging to repay his new club’s largesse 
with total dedication. 

Ronaldo, 19. left Dutch cup-bolders PSV Eindhoven last 
month on an eight-season contract reputed to have cost the 
Catalan dub some $20 million. 

The young Brazilian star has been mobbed by Barcelona 
fans since he arrived at the weekend, local media reported. 

He’ appeared shy at Monday's official presentation but 
vowed to give his best, adding: “I was even younger when 
I joined PSV. and that did not" stop me taking my responsi- 
bilities.” 


Christie promises 
another curtain-call 


GATESHEAD, England 
(R) — Linford Christie 
promised to make a final 
‘last appearance' next year 
after injury prevented his 
planped international I00r 
metre Swansong Monday. 

The former Olympic and 
world champion, running 
for the 64th time for his 
country against an interna- 
tional select team, finished 
second in a 200-metre race 
behind English compatriot 
John Regis. 

But in doing so he sus- 
tained a knee injury and 
pulled out of the shorter 
sprint, his second big dis- 
appointment in the 100 
metres after two false 
starts caused his disquali- 
fication in Atlanta. 

A 10,000 crowd had 
turned out at the 
Gateshead Stadium to see 
36-year-old Christie in 
action for a last time, on! 


»njy 

100 


to be denied in the 
metres. 

But afterwards Christie 
said he would still be pre- 
pared to run for Britain in 
the European Cup next 
year. 

“I told (British coach) 
Malcolm Arnold that I will 
do the European Cup next 
year. But that will be it. 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN • 

A fully furnished 2 bedrooms penthouse of large terraces, 
built-in kitchen, European style furniture, 200 sq.m, sur- 
face + independent utilities (W & E & CHj + separate 
telephone line & number + TV & video & satellite. 

For more information please call Tel No.: 820031 


OPEN NOW 

Golden Dragon 

Chinese Restaurant 

Be our guest and enjoy 
the best of Chinese food 
Open lunch and dinner 
(7) days a week 
Chen Der Hsiong 
Abdoun/near Orthodox Club Circle, 
Jordan Supermarket Building. Tel.: 829362 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED APART- 
MENT. 3 BEDROOMS. SPACIOUS RECEPTION. TV 
AND DINING ROOM. FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN. 
PANORAMIC VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST 
LOCATIONS IN RABIA. ANNUAL RENT. 

PLEASE CALL TEL: 

700696 / 81 691 8 / 079-35591 


There will be no other 
international meetings,”he 
said. 

The 200 went to regis in 
20.62 seconds, 0.02 ahead 
df Christie white the 100- 
metfes was won by world 
record holder and 
Olympic champion 

Donovan Bailey in a time 
of 10.19. 

Bailey thrilled the crowd 
before and after tbe race 
by sporting a Newcastle 
United soccer shirt with 
the figure 9.84 on the 
back, the time of his world 
record set at the Atlanta 
Games. 

Newcastle is just a few 
kilometres from Gates- 
head on the other side of 
the River Tyne. 

The Canadian, watched 
by Newcastle players 
Peter Beardsley and Les 
Ferdinand, said of the 
shirt: “I'm going to frame 
this one and keep it in my 
house.” 

Earlier, Britain's Roger 
Black showed the form 
which brought him two 
silver medals in Atlanta. 

Black surged away from 
American Derek Mills and 
relay team mate Mark 
Richardson to win the 400 
metres in a highly 
respectable 44.64. 


Woodbridge beats doubles partner 
Woodforde at Canadian Open 


#* 


TORONTO (R) — Austra- 
lian Mark Woodforde, the 
15 th seed, was beaten Mon- 
day by compatriot and long- 
time doubles partner Todd 
Woodbridge in the first 
round of the Canadian 
Open. 

Woodbridge, ranked 43rd 
in the world, defeated 
Woodforde, ranked 30th, 6- 
3 7-5. Woodforde was one 
of two seeded players to 
lose on the opening day of 
the tournament. 

Tenth-seeded Amaud 
Boersch of France was up- 
set by unseeded Andrea 
Gaudenzi of Italy 3-6 7-5 6 
2 . 

Alberto Berasategui of 
Spain, seeded 11th, needed 
just 50 minutes to disparcb 
50th-ranked Filip Dewulf of 
Belgium 6-4 6-0 and anoth- 
er Spaniard, unseeded Alex 
Corretja, defeated France’s 
Guy Forget 6-3 3-6 6-3. 

Corretja, ranked 32nd, 
plays sixth-seeded Ameri- 
can Malivai Washington in 
the second round. Washing- 
ton and the rest of the top 
eight seeds were given first- 
round byes. 

Australian Patrick Rafter 
survived a hotly contested 
opening set against Spain’s 
Carlos Costa and won 7-6 
(S-6) 6-2. 

Woodbridge has bearen 
Woodforde in their last four 


meetings and holds a 5-2 
career advantage. 

Top-seeded in the doubles 
at the Canadian Open and 
ranked first in the world, the 
Australian pair are Olympic 
gold medallists and four- 
time defending champions 
at Wimbledon. 

“We hate it when we play 
each other,” Woodforde 
said of their singles match- 
up. “We're both nervous 
because we respect each 
other and appreciate each 
other's games.” 

Woodbridge had a double- 
break point to lead 3-0 in 
the second set after taking 
rbe first set with a service 
break in the eighth game. 

But Woodforde saved 
both break points and then 
won four games in a row. 
capitalising on three 
Woodbridge double faults 
in the sixth game to go 
ahead 4-2. 

“When Mark got up 4-2 
and started to be more 
aggressive, I got a little ten- 
tative,” Woodbridge said. “I 
was lucky to get back to 4-4 
straightaway. Mark let me 
back in that second set with 
a couple of errors." 

The Corretja-Forget 
match, played on the hard- 
court surface at the National 
Tennis Centre in Toronto, 
featured many exciting and 
extended rallies. 


‘He didn't play well in the 
first set but then he played 
better in the second set and 
l began to doubt myself,” 
said Corretja. 

“Then I played an unbe- 
lievable game, three passing 
shots and a topspin lob. to 
break him for 5-3 in the 
third set.” 

■‘He hit four winners and 
plaved a perfect game to 
break me so I can’t be too 
upset,” said the 58th-ranked 
Forget, who was playing his 
First match in a month after 
a back ailment. £ 

Corretja and Forget are*- 
two of a record 36 Euro- 
peans in the 56-player Ca- 
nadian Open field. 

With this year’s tourna- 
ment date changed from late 
July to a week before the 
U.S. Open because of the 
Olympics, the Europeans 
were more inclined to play 
in Toronto in order to get 
ready for Flushing Mea- 
dows. 

However, tbe rop four 
Americans — Pete Samp- 
ras, Michael Chang. Andre 
Agassi and Jim Courier, 
regulars at this ATP Tom- 
super nine event — have 
decided to skip it this year. 

The tournament’s top seed 
is second-ranked Thomas 
Muster of Austria. 


Last year’s runner-up Ray mondr 
bounced out of Toshiba Classic 


CARLSBAD, California 
(R) — Lisa Raymond, run- 
ner-up last year at the 
Toshiba Tennis Classic, was 
bounced out in tbe first 
round this year when Swe- 
den's Asa Carlsson dis- 
missed her 64 6-0 Monday. 

“I haven't won that many 
matches this year, so this 
one feels good.” said 
Carlsson, who improved to 
10-14 this year with the 63- 
minute sweep. 

Carlsson used a steady . 
ground ■ attack to keep the 
uns&ded' American on the 
run and off-balance 
throughout the straight-sets 
victory. 

“I played very relaxed, I 
played confident from the 


baseline, and she never 
found a rhythm,” the 21- 
year-old Swede said. “I’m 
happy.” 

Raymond had a career- 
high 17th world ranking last 
year but her ranking has 

S himmered to 49 along with 
cr confidence. 

“I wasn't playing with 
much confidence out there,” 
Raymond said. “I couldn't 
get into a groove the whole 
time." 

In . other opening-round 
matches. Naoko Sawatsu of 
Japan beat Sabine Hack of 
Germany 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 and 
Shi-Ting Wang of Taiwan 
ousted Miriam Oremans of 
the Netherlands 6-1 64. 
Sixteen-year-old sensa- 


tion Venus Wiliams of the 
United States hammered 
out a 7-5 6-3 victory over 
German Barbara Rittner to 
gain entry to the main draw. 
She will face Katarina Stri- 
de nikova of Slovakia Tues- 
day. 

Olympic silver medallist 
Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario 

and defending champion 
Conchita Martinez are the 
top seeds in the 28-player, 
$450,000 event, the final 
hardcoujt . tuneup for next 
week’s U.S. Open. 

The two Spaniards have 
first-round byes. Martinez 
plays her first match Tues- 
day and Sanchez- Vicario 
opens Wednesday. 


Chang wins opener at Hamlet Cup, 


COMMACK, New York 
(R) — Top seed Michael 
Chang came off a week's 
rest and handily beat un- 
seeded David Prinosil of 
Germany 61 6-3 Monday 
in the opening round of the 
Waldbaum Hamlet Cup 
Tennis Tournament. 

Chang, ranked third in the 
world, needed only 68 min- 
utes to eliminate Prinosil, 
ranked 64th. 

Chang opened a 3-0 lead 
and closed the match by 
taking the last four games. 

“It was a good match for 
me and it felt good playing 
on a Monday for a change,” 
Chang said. “My schedule 
was planned this way to 
give me a rest before the 
Hamlet and let me get some 
good matches and go right 
into the U.S. Open.” 

A pair of players from 
Morocco, Younes A1 Ayna- 
oui, the sixth seed, and 


Hicham Arazi, unseeded, 
posted first-round victories. 

Aynaoui, top-ranked in his 
home country for the past 
six years, beat Nicolas La- 
pentti of Ecuador 6-4 63. 

Arazi, a slightly built left- 
hander who is playing his 
fust year on the ATP Tour, 
upset eighth-seeded Mag- 
nus Larsson of Sweden, 63 
2-6 64. 

Arazi, who has steadily 
climbed from a ranking of 
1,093rd in 1991 to a current 
82nd, tenaciously fought off 


Larsson. who failed to con- 
vert 10 of 12 break points. 

Larsson. who ranked 10th 
before suffering a fractured 
foot last year and was out of 
action five months, is now 
ranked 59th. 

“It takes time to work 
back into shape. It shakes 
your confidence,” he said. 

Arazi. who qualified for 
the U.S. Open last year and 
lost a four-set first-rounder 
to Ukrainian Andrei Med- 
vedev, said he is playing 
with confidence. 



1994 RCD CRMflRO 

LIKE NEW WITH V-6 3.4 
ENGINE, P/B, P/S, ALARM 
SYSTEM AND LOW MILEAGE 
A DREAM CAR FOR TBE 
RIGHT PERSON 
ASKING $25,000.00 

m. 863600 


Regional Office Relocating 

Office equipment, furniture 
& ‘94 Mitsubishi Pajero 

For Sale 

All enquiries call 698971 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Second floor. Consists of two bedrooms, 
L-shaped salon, dining and sitting, 
central heating. Annual rent JD 2,700. 
Location: Jabal Al Hussein near the Fast Mail 
Post Office, Lifta Street # 8 
Please call Tel.: 662432-. 


BEQUIRED HOME - MRII| 

FULL TIME, FOR ONE MONTH. * 
CALL TEL.: 695758 


FOR SALE 

1991 Toyota Van-7 passengers-excellent 
condition, full automatic, duty unpaid. • 

For rent: Furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms with 
telephone. New building. Excellent location. 

Cali. Adam 859304 


FOR RENT 

275 sq.m, apartment, excellent furniture, 
^bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 salons, largo 
kitchen. Annual rent. 

Location: Um Uthaina 

Call 819305 


tel- 6341.44 V ch^a ; .v* ^ syr 
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Clueless 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Laila Alawi & Singer Mohammad Fuad in 

Traffic Lights 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “I" 

MONKEY TROUBLE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

HEAT 

Show: 3:30, 8:30 

ACE VENTURA 2 

Shows: 6:30 ONLY 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 6:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Right? 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Bntajn s David Holding (right) reacts as he crosses the finish line first in world 
m *J} s J°0 metre-T-53 race just ahead of Bakan Eriksson of Sweden (left) who took the silver at 
(Re Atlanta Monday. Holding, who captured the gold medal, finished the race in a time of 14.60 


Ajax look frail on eve of title defence 


AMSTERDAM (R ) — On 
the eve of the new Dutch 
soccer season, Ajax Ams- 
terdam, European champi- 
ons in 1995 and runners-up 
in 1996, are looking out of 
sorts. 

In their last five pre-sea- 
son games the Dutch 
champions have conceded 
16 goals without them- 
selves finding the net once. 

Racked by injuiy and 
bedevilled by waning con- 
fidence, the world club 
champions look a pale 
shadow of the side that in 
recent years has rivalled 
blackbeard the pirate in 
capturing silverware. 

The latest setback, Sun- 
day's 3-0 defeat by a 
strong, fluent PSV Eind- 
hovenin'the Johan Cruyff,,. 
Shield, ' the - tiraditiorial sea-, 
son cartarhiraiser,- exposed 
alarming deficiencies in an 
Ajax machine that is used 
to sweeping aU before it. 

Coming hard on the heels 
of drubbings by AC Milan, 
Juventus and Spain’s 
Deportivo La Coruna, as . 
well as defeat against Ruud 
Gullit’s Chelsea, the extent 
of PSV’s superiority in all 
departments will worry- 
Ajax coach Louis Van 
Gaal. 

PSV, European champi- 
ons in 1988 and now led by 


former Dutch (Coach Dick 
Advocaat, have fired a 
serious warning at Ajax — 
it was their first win in 
Amsterdam for almost four 
years — and they look a 
good bet to usurp the 
Dutch crown. 

But it would be unwise to 
write off Ajax, bidding for 
their fourth consecutive 
Dutch title and 27th in 
total, before the season 
kicks off in earnest. 

Van Gaal sees no reason 
to panic, preferring to 
blame a lengthy list of 
players injured or recover- 
ing. including internation- 
als Marc Overraars, Patrick 
Kluivert, Winston Bogarde 
and Peter Hoekstra. 

Defections, not helped by 
.tfte Bqsmaq .. ruling which 
•made' : : $tars, .like . Edgar , 
Davids- and Michael ‘ 
Reiziger give-away bar- 
gains for AC Milan, have 
also forced Van Gaal to 
chop, change and impro- 
vise his line-up. 

“I have to protect the 
players from themselves. 
Many of them just aren’t 
yet fit enough for big 
games. Only the Boer 
brothers (Frank and 
Ronald) and (Edwin) Van 
Der Saar are really fit.” 

“1 can’t really change 
anything. Some players 


need time to ger into a 
rhythm. We usually use the 
pre-season to get the team 
to build up a head of steam, 
but we'U have to make the 
most of the next games just 
to limit the damage.” Van 
Gaal said. 

Dutch media have also 
speculated that Ajax’s 
move to a new home, the 
towering multi-billion dol- 
lar Arena, has eroded the 
club’s previous air of 
invincibility at the 
cramped De Meer Stadi- 
um. 

“The recent defeats hurt, 
they have damaged our 
confidence and will have 
given other opponents 
heart,” Van Gaal said. 

“Other teams will have 

.come pere wjt^pioie con- 
fidence. . At tiie Meer we 
built up a fearsome reputa- 
tion which we don’t yet 
have at the Arena. We’re 
to have to work on 


iat 

Van Gaal insists he has 
bought wisely over the 
summer, replacing Davids 
and Reiziger, as well as the 
Nigerian pair Finidi 
George and Nwankwo 
Kanu. 

But Richard Witschge, 
who caught the eye during 
the European Champi- 


onships, is no Davids. His 
languid style, deft touch 
and superb passing will 
help when Ajax go for- 
ward. But Davids’ strength 
was as ball-winner when 
the team were under pres- 
sure. 

Mariano Juan, the young 
Argentine who cannot yet 
communicate with his 
team mates, is no replace- 
ment for Bogarde, another 
who emerged from Dutch 
disappointment at Euro 96 
with his reputation 
enhanced, while Kluivert's 
slow recuperation may 
force Van Gaal to shop 
around for a stand-in 
goalscorer. 

Babangida. signed from 
Roda to replace { his fellow 
countryman Finidi, has 
looked, sluggish, while 
both Peter Hoekstra and 
Finn Jari Litmanen are 
struggling to find form and 
confidence. 

PSV’s emergence from a 
summer of canny buying 
as serious title contenders 
has whetted the appetite of 
Dutch soccer fans and may 
spell an end to Ajax’s 
recent hegemony. 

The champions begin the 
defence of their title 
against Nac of Breda 
Wednesday. 



Palestine Securities Exchange 
J6b Qpportumties 


The Palestine Securities Exchange ( PSE ) is seeking stock exchange 

professionals with the following qualifications : 

1 . MBA, MA, or BA in Finance or Accounting. 

2 . At least three years of experience in the securities industry or related areas. 

3 . Knowledge of capital market theories and practices and exposure to 
tradable securities. 

Successful candidates will most likely have worked in a stock exchange, 
banks, large institutions, brokerage houses, consulting, or auditing 
and accounting firms. 

Notes for candidates: 

• CV’s are to be sent to fax nos.: 972 9 375945 or 962 6 630451 
or to one of the following addresses: 


Palestine Securities Exchange 

P.O.Box 128 Nablus - Palestine 

Palestine Development & Investment Company 

P.O.Box 6181 Amman 11118 - Jordan 


Candidates will be screened by a special committee and will be 
contacted for interviews. Remaining CV’s will be kept for future 

consideration. . 

Place of work: Palestine Securities Exchange in Nablus. 

CV’s will be handled with the utmost confidentiality. 

Working conditions are attractive and salaries are determined 
according to qualifications and background 


2 goals by Liverpool’s Steve 
McManaman sinks Arsenal 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Two second half goals from 
Liverpool’s Steve McMa- 
naman handed troubled 
Arsenal a 2-0 bearing in an 
English Premier League 
match Monday. 

Liverpool endured a frus- 
trating first hour as Arsenal 
defended solidly but in the 
68th minute Steve Bould’s 
attempt to block McMana- 
m art's weak left-footer only 
succeeded in leaving goal- 
keeper David Seaman flat- 
footed. 

McManaman struck again 
six minutes later, back- 
heeling to John Barnes. The 
shot was saved by Seaman 
but McManaman was on 
hand to stab home the 
rebound. 

Arsenal caretaker manag- 
er Stewart Houston tried to 
alter the complexion of the 
game by sending on Ian 
Wright for John Hartson, 
but there was no way back 
for the Londoners for all 
the skill displayed by Den- 
nis Bergkamp. 

It could have been worse 
as Liverpool broke free 
from their shackles late on. 


going 


Robbie Fowler 
extremely close. 

Liverpool had drawn their 
opening game of the season 
at Middlesbrough Sarurday 
3-3 while Arsenal beat Lon- 
don neighbours West Ham 
2 - 0 . 

After Monday's result 
bookmakers promoted Liv- 
erpool to 11-4 second 
favourites for the league 
title, ahead of Newcastle. 

Latest betting: Manches- 
ter United 11-10, Liverpool 
11-4, Newcastle 3-1, 
Chelsea 16-1, Everron 18- 
1, Arsenal 20-1. 

McManaman said “The 
first half was very hard and 
we .didn't get many oppor- 
tunities as Arsenal defend- 
ed very well. But the gaffer 
(manager) told us to keep 
going, and that's what we 
did.” 

Manager Roy Evans said: 
“It wasn’t easy to play 
again so quickly after the 
Middlesbrough game Sat- 
urday but 1 was really 
pleased with our effort. 

“The way we closed them 
down was fantastic, even 
when things weren't going 


our way and, although I 
didn’t think we would get 
the bounce of the ball, we 
stuck at it and got what we 
deserved.” 

Meanwhile, Frenchman 
Arsene Wenger confirmed 
Tuesday that he would soon 
be the new Arsenal manag- 
er. 

But Wenger, cuircntly in 
charge of Japanese side 
Grampus Eight, said he did 
not know when he would 
be able to start work. 

"The Grampus wants a 
little bit more time. They 
are mastering the annouce- 
ment of my fiiture. I think it 
will be in the next days but 
I have no precise day. We 
have to speak again.” said 
Wenger. 

“It will be very soon. This 
week, perhaps early next 
week,” he added. 

Arsenal is currently under 
the caretaker charge of 
Stewart Houston. 

Arsenal will be keen to 
get the former Monaco 
boss, whose contract with 
Grampus Eight doesn’t run 
out until November, on 
board as soon as possible. 


Wenger, in the interview 
with BBC Radio Four’s 
Today programme, played 
down claims that his first 
act on taking over the reins 
from Bruce Rioch would be 
to bid £4 million for com- 
patriot David Ginola from 
premiership rivals Newcas- 
tle. 

“He is a very good player 
for Newcastle, but the bal- 
ance of the team is the most 
important thing. 

“It is not only the quality 
of a player which matters, 
but whether he would fit in 
with the team.” 

Ginola is reportedly 
unsettled at St. James’ Park 
and was linked with a move 
to Bobby Robson's Barce- 
lona during the close sea- 
son. 

Newcastle manager Ke- 
vin Keegan could be will- 
ing to let him go in order to 
acquire funds to strengthen 
a defence which let in four 
goals to Manchester United 
in the Charity Shield and 
two in Saturday's opening- 
day premiership defeat by 
Everton. 


IAAF considers change to drug ban rules 


SYDNEY (R) — The 
Inter-national Amateur 
Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) may strip national 
bodies of their powers to 
punish drug cheats, a se- 
nior IAAF official said 
Tuesday. 

IAAF General Secretary 
Istvan Gyulai said the 
sport’s world ruling body 
would consider amending 
its rules to centralise the 
process of sentencing ath- 
letes who return positive 
dope tests. 

Two athletes — Aus- 
tralian sprinter Dean Ca- 
pobianco and Italian high 
jumper Antonella Bevilac- 
qua — were allowed to 
compete at the Atlanta 
Olympics after failing " 
drugs tests before the 
games. 


“When we faced the 
Capobianco case in Atlan- 
ta we came to the conclu- 
sion our rules would prob- 
ably have to be amended," 
Gyulai told a news confer- 
ence in Sydney ahead of 
the World Junior Champi- 
onships starting Wednes- 
day. 

Asked if this meant the 
IAAF assuming the right 
to suspend athletes, Gyulai 
said: “If necessary, yes.” 

Both Capobianco and 
Bevilacqua were freed to 
compete in Atlanta after 
lodging appeals with their 
respective national bodies, 
as allowed under current 
IAAF rules. 

Capobianco tested posi- 
tive for the 'steroid Sta- 
nozolol af'&'mfeiting in the 
Dutch town of Hengelo in 


May but an Athletics Aus- 
tralia tribunal dismissed 
the charge, citing flaws in 
the testing process. 

Bevilacqua was caught 
twice with the banned 
stimulant Ephedrine in her 
body in May. An Italian 
athletics panel decided she 
had taken the drug by mis- 
take and did not impose 
the usual three-month ban. 

The IAAF said in Atlanta 
last month they decided 
not to ban the two athletes 
from the Olympics be- 
cause they said they feared 
being taken to court and 
sued. 

Instead, the cases were 
referred to the Interna- 
tional Olympic Commit- 
tee's Court of Arbitration 
for Sport (CAS). 

Gyulai described the 


IAAF’s case against Capo- 
bianco as watertight but 
added the federation 
would abide by the CAS’s 
decision, which he said 
would be ‘final and bind- 
ing." 

Athletics Australia Presi- 
dent David Prince said the 
CAS hearing was likely to 
be held in Monte Carlo 
next month. 

Bevilacqua’s case is due 
to go to an arbitration hear- 
ing and her Atlanta result 
may be cancelled if it goes 
against her. 

She came fourth in the 
high jump in Atlanta. On 
her return to Italy she said 
she wouldi'not be compet- 
ing again this year. 



Palestine Securities Exchange 
Job Opportunities 

The Palestine Securities Exchange ( PSE ) is seeking to fill the following vacancies in 
the Clearing;, Settlement & Depository ( CDS ) Department: 

Manager of the Clearing, Settlement & Depository Department. 

Qualifications to include the following: 

1 . MBA, MA or BA in Financial Management, Accounting, Finance, or any related fields. 

2 . At least ten years of experience in Capital Market environment and/or in the Auditing 

and Accounting field and knowledge of the share registry & transfer functions. 

3 . Previous management experience of a computer operated environment 
4 . Writing and verbal abilities in both English and Arabic. 

5 . Motivational and training development skills along with high organizational skills. 

6 . Ability to analyze, plan, tackle different problems, and to work under pressure. 

CDS Assistant Manager or Section Head. 

Qualifications to include the following: 

1 . BA in Financial Management, Accounting, Finance or any. related Fields. 

2 . At least five years of relevant experience. 

3 . Knowledge of the maintenance of share registry and transfer books. 

4 . Previous exposure to a computer operated environment. 

5 . Writing ana verbal abilities m both English and Arabic. 

6 . Commitment to team work is essential; along with the desire for learning and developing. 

7 . High organizational skills. 

8 . Ability to work underpressure. 

CDS Technicians. 

Qualifications to include the following: 

I . BA in Financial Management, Accounting, Finance or related fields. 

2 . Two to five yaers of relevant experience. 

3 . Some knowledge of Share Book maintenance is preferable. 

4 . Previous exposure to a computer operated environment, along with keyboard skills. 

5 . Writing ana verbal abilities in both English and Arabic. 

6 . Commitment to team work is essential, along with the desire for learning and developing. 
7 . Ability to work under pressure. 

Notes for candidates: 

• For more information please contact Miss Sameera Mubarak in Nablus, Palestine 
at telephone no. 972 - 9 - 375946 / 7 

• CV’s are to be sent to Faxno. 972 - 9 - 375945 or at the following address: 


Palestine Securities Exchange 

P.O.Box 128 Nnbjus - Palestine 


Candidates will be screened by a special committee and will be contacted for interviews. 
Remaining CV’s will be kept for future consideration. 

Place of work: Palestine Securities Exchange in Nablus. 

CV’s will be handled with the utmost confidentiality. 

Working conditions are attractive and salaries are determined according to qualifications 
and background. 
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Netanyahu sees no change in 
military balance with Syria 


Syria reportedly tested Scud C; Israel reports Arrow’s success 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
played down Syria's test-firing of a 
long-range Scud C missile on Tuesday, 
saying the region's military balance 
was unchanged. 

Israel on Tuesday also successfully 
tested its Hetz anti-missile missile over 
the Mediterranean. 

‘There is no change in the strategic 
capacities of Syria. Damascus is trying 
to move from buying Scud B missiles 
to manufacturing missiles,” Mr. 
Netanyahu told the parliamentary for- 
eign affairs and defence committee. 

“Of course, there is an attempt on the 
part of Syria to intimidate us, but we 
do not see any significant signs or fun- 
damental changes in the situation,” he 
said. 

Moshe Keren, director of the state- 
run Israeli Military Industries which 
carried out the first Hetz- 2 test under 
battlefield conditions, said initial indi- 
cations showed the test was a success. 

Israel's test firing of the Arrow mis- 
sile was under battlefield conditions of 
a missile designed to shoot down 
incoming missiles, hitting the target, 
officials said. Israeli Military Indus- 
tries officials said first indications 
showed the test was a success. 

A target missile was fired from a 
boat and the Hetz-2, or Arrow, from 
Palinaehim beach on the Mediter- 
ranean, south of Tel Aviv, four min- 
utes later. 

U.S. and Israeli officials in charge of 
the Arrow' project were at the site. It 
was the first of four operational tests. 

Sylvia Beit Halachmi, spokeswoman 
of Israeli Military Industries, said it 
was the third overall test of the Hetz-2. 
The firing was carried out at 3: 16 pan. 
(1216 GMT), she said. 

“First indications show that its per- 
formance was as planned- The sensors 
of the missile homed in on the target. 


The warhead functioned and the target 
was hit,” said Ms. Beit-Halachmi, 
without specifying if it was destroyed. 

“The results of the test are still being 
analysed,” she told AFP. 

If the development of Hetz-2, or the 
Arrow, proves successful, Israel will 
have an effective weapon against Chi- 
nese or North Korean-made IonJ- 
range missiles not only in the arsenals 
of Syria but also of Iran and Egypt 

The test just came a day after Israel’s 
Channel 2 television reported that 
Syria had several weeks ago test-fired 
a Scud C missile with a range of 600 
kilometres capable of hitting almost 
anywhere in Israel. 

On the peace process, the prime min- 
ister accused Syria of seeking an esca- 
lation in Lebanon. 

“Our 'Lebanon-first’ proposal is con- 
crete and clear. The situation in 
Lebanon is in the process of deteriorat- 
ing and that’s why we promised to 
calm the situation,” he said. 

“But the Syrians are not interested 
and they want to carry out an indirect 
war through Hizbollah.’’ the I ranian - 
backed guerrillas fighting to evict 
Israel from its “security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

Damascus has rejected Mr. Net- 
anyahu’s proposal for a settlement in 
Lebanon, where Syria has 35,000 
troops, to revive the Syrian-Israeji 
track of the peace process stalled since 
February. 

A Syrian government newspaper 
said meanwhile the Israeli govern- 
ment was prepared to launch an 
attack on Syria. 

“An Israeli attack on Syria cannot be 
ruled out,” said the daily A1 Thawra, 
adding that the Israeli government is 
“ready for such an attack with only the 
date yet to be fixed.” 

The newspaper added that Syria was 
“prepared for all possibilities imposed 


on it by Israel’s challenges 

It was the most pointed warning by 
the Syrian press of armed conflict 
with Israel since Mr. Netanyahu came 
to power in June. 

AI Thawra accused the right-wing 
Israeli leader of “stirring up the waters 
of aggression and escalation as if be 
were truly preparing an attack.” 

An Israeli expert warned Sunday that 
Israel’s determination to hold onto the 
Golan Heights had heightened the 
chances of war with Syria. 

Zeev Maoz, director of the Jaffee 
Centre for Strategic Studies, told the 
Haaretz newspaper “If the govern- 
ment really intends to keep the Golan, 
it must not hide the fact that it is taking 
the risk of sparking a new war which 
is likely to cause mostly civilian vic- 
tims.” 

A1 Thawra newspaper said Mr. 
Maoz’s worst-case scenario “cannot be 
ruled out” 

It called on the international commu- 
nity to “rein in Mr. Netanyahu’s poli- 
cies before he launches new ventures 
which will only bring destruction and 
desolation.” 

Syria’s army chief-of-staff. General 
Hikmat ShehabL said on July 30 that 
the “military option” was one of his 
country's options in its conflict with 
Israel. 

South Korea's Yonhap news agency, 
quoting unnamed military sources, 
said last month that North Korea has 
shipped Scud-C missiles to Syria, Iraq. 
Iran and Libya since 1991. 

The news agency said North Korea 
also had helped build missile assembly 
facilities in Syria, Libya and Iran. 

Channel Two television reported that 
a Scud-C can carry a 500 kilogrammes 
warhead. It said Syria had 20 Scud-C 
launchers, hundreds of missiles and 
the capability to manufacture the 
weapons. 


Israel goes on offensive 
in southern Lebanon 


TYRE (AFP) — Israeli for- 
ces shelled a South Lebanon 
village outside the occupied 
“security zone” on Tuesday 
after warning the Lebanese pe- 
ople they would pay the price 
for guerrilla attacks. 

The army and its proxy 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia fired around 30 shells 
at Zibqine village, two kilome- 
tres outside the occupied zone, 
a day after Hizbollah guerrillas 
killed an SLA officer in a bo- 
mb attack. Three houses were 
badly damaged, a Lebanese 
police officer said, without 
giving details of casualties. 

“A family of four narrowly 
escaped death when a shell 
destroyed three rooms in their 
home but left the bedroom 
where they were sleeping 
intact," he added. 

The bombardment is in vio- 
lation of an April ceasefire 
accord for South Lebanon 
under which Israel and Hizbol- 
lah pledged not to attack civil- 
ian targets. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
warned during a tour of the 
Israel-Lebanon bonier on 
Monday that the Lebanese 
people would suffer in the 
event of any new militaiy con- 
frontation with Israel. 

"If the situation in Lebanon 
gets worse, it will be very hard 
for the Lebanese because 
Israel will not allow any harm 
to be done to its soldiers or 
civilians." Mr. Neranyahu said. 

A Hizbollah spokesman said 
Tuesday that the shelling “was 
not the first violation of the 
ceasefire accord by Israel." 
charging that Lebanese civil- 
ians had been wounded in the 
recent shelling of another vil- 
lage north of the buffer zone. 

Meanwhile, an Israeli sol- 
dier was killed and another 


was wounded in the occupied 
zone when two nervous patrols 
mistook* each other for anti- 
Israeli guerrillas, security 
sources said. 

The two Israeli units were 
patrolling the northern sector 
of the buffer zone in South 
Lebanon at dawn Tuesday 
when the 15-minute shootout 
happened, the sources said. 

The army is on the alert for 
attacks by Hizbollah guerril- 
las after a military report pre- 
dicted there would be a rise in 
suicide attacks in the “security 
zone" this month to coincide 
with Lebanese elections. 

Aimed incidents have alre- 
ady increased over the past 
days, said the report, cited by 
Haaretz newspaper on Mon- 
day. 

Hizbollah guerrillas lolled 
an SLA officer on Monday by 
blowing up his car as it trav- 
elled between Jezzine and 
Dahr A1 Ramleh inside the 
“security zone." 

Mr. Netanyahu has ordered 
the Israeli army to be more 
aggressive in combatting Hiz- 
bollah guerrillas, who spear- 
head attacks in the buffer 
zone. The new instructions call 
for stepping up raids, includ- 
ing pre-emptive strikes 
against anti-Israeli fighters 
north of the buffer zone, offi- 
cials said last week. 

A five-nation committee has 
been set up to monitor an April 
26 ceasefire accord in South 
Lebanon which put an end to 
Israel’s 17-day offensive 
against Hizbollah. 

The committee, which 
groups Israel, Syria, the Unit- 
ed States, Lebanon and 
France, met last week at the 
request of Israel which 
accused Hizbollah of killing a 
civilian in the occupied zone. 


Hebron could destroy 
coalition, warns Eitan 


TEL AYTV (Agencies) - Isr- 
aeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Nktanyahn’s ruling coalition 
would be in danger of collapse 
if he ordered a redeployment 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron. Agriculture Minister 
Raphael Eytan warned Tues- 
day. 

“The government coalition 
will fall if Mr. Netanyahu does 
not respect the accords we ha- 
ve reached,” said the leader of 
the far-right Tsoroet Party, ref- 
erring to pre-election deals wi- 
th the. Likud chief. 

“Those who think they can 
make me deviate from my path 
must know that they are let- 
ting themselves in for prob- 
lems,” he told foe newspaper 
Haaretz. 

Mr. Eytan said the accord 
between the ousted Labour 
government of Shimon Peres 
and the Palestinians for the 
Israeli army to withdraw from 
80 per cent of Hebron would 
spell '‘catastrophe" for the 
town's Jewish residents. 

Some 450 militant settlers 
live in the heart of Hebron 
among 120,000 Palestinians. . 

Under the 1995 autonomy 
accord, Israel agreed to pull 
out from four-fifths of the 
town before the end of March, 
leaving behind a small force 
to guard Jewish settlers and 
holy sites. 

But the former government 
postponed the redeployment 
after a string of militant sui- 
cide bombings in Israel, and 
Mr. Peres’ right-wing succes- 
sor Netanyahu has yet to spec- 
ify his plans. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai has drawn 1 up a 
redeployment plan preserving 
the army’s right to patrol in 
areas turned over to the Pales- 
tinians, a change to the auton- 


omy accord which Palestinian 
Officials reject. 

However, senior minis ters 
were divided over Mr. 
Mordechai’s proposal when 
they met to discuss it on Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Eitan also said Tuesday 
that it might be better for the 
Jewish state if the peace 
process "exploded." 

"The government will go at 
the slowest possible pace,” he 
said. “It will scrutinise every 
apostrophe in the agreement 
before moving forward. The 
prime minister sees these 
things correctly when he’s not 
hurrying," 

Asked if he would be 
pleased if the peace process 
"exploded,"Mr. Eitan said: “If 
it is good for the national inter- 
est that everything explodes, 
let it explode." 

“In my opinion there is no 
peace process at all,” he said. 
“The Arabs don’t wan’t peace. 
What the previous government 
did was to dash for peace with- 
out understanding that the 
question in our region is to be 
annihilated or to take a stand-" 

The former general sits on 
Mr. Netanyahu’s “security 
council” of senior ministers 
and staunchly opposes the 
Lsrael-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
accords. 

“These agreements are a 
severe blow to the national 
interest. I don't know how 
we'll get out of this," he said. 

Before retiring from the 
army in 1983, Mr. Eitan told a 
parliament committee: “When 
we have settled the land, all 
the Arabs will be able to do 
about it will be to scurry 
around like drugged cock- 
roaches in a bottle.” 


Japanese foreign minister launches Mideast visit 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko Ike- 
da left for a 10-day visit to 
Egypt. Syria. Jordan and Israel 
Tuesday to promote Japan’s 
role in revitalising the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Ikeda left here for Egypt, 
where he was scheduled to meet 
President Hosni Mub-arak, 
Prime Minister Kama! Gan- 
zouri and Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, foreign ministry officials 
said. In Syria, Mr. Ikeda will 
meet with President Hafez Al- 
Assad, Foreign Minister Far- 
ouk A1 Sharna and other leaders. 

In Joidnn. he will hold talks 


with either King Hussein or 
Crown Prince Hasson, os well 
as Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
KabaritL 

After proceeding to Israel on 
August 25, Mr. Ikeda will meet 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy. 

Mr. Ikeda will also meet with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat in Gaza on August 25 to 
extend an official invitation for 
him to visit Japan in September, 
which would be the Palestinian 
leader's first visit to Tokyo since 
taking office. 

During Mr. Arafat's visit. 


Japan hopes to give added 
impetus to the Middle East 
peace plan by offering a new 
economic assistance scheme, a 
foreign ministry source said. 

Japan put up $200 million to 
assist Palestinian autonomy 
through 1995 and premised an 
additional $200 million for the 
next two years. 

For the Palestinian council 
elections in January, Japan pro- 
vided 5800,000 and sent 58 
observers. 

Mr. Ikeda will return home on 
August 29 after making a brief 
stop in Hong Kong for talks 
with acting Hong Kong Gover- 


nor Anson Chan, who is chief 
secretacy of the British colony. 

It will be the first visit to 
Hong Kong by a Japanese for- 
eign minister in seven years. 

During his Middle East lour, 
Mr. Ikeda will indicate Japan's 
interest in the November eco- 
nomic summit on the Middle 
East and North Africa, to be 
held in Cairo, which Tokyo 
views as an important element 
of tbe peace process. 

“With this visit we would like 
to show our ability to play a 
political role,” a Japanese diplo- 
mat said of Mr. Uceda’s tour. 



KING IN RAMTHA: His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday accepts the gift of a sword dur- 
ing a visit he paid to Ramtha in the north (see page one) (photo by Yousef Allan) 


No progress without closure of 


Palestinian offices, Israel says 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu wanted Tuesday 
that progress in tbe peace 
process depends on the 
Palestinians closing Pales- 
tinian offices in Jerusalem. 

“There will be 


no 


progress in negotiations 
with die Palestinians, 
including on Hebron, so 
long as they fail to close 
their offices in Jerusalem," 
be told the parliamentary 
foreign affairs and defence 
committee. 

Mr. Netanyahu singled 
out the sports department at 
foe Orient House, foe unof- 
ficial Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) head- 
quarters in East Jerusalem, 
as well as two other offices 
which he said Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat had 
promised to close. 

But he gave assurances 
that foe government would 
continue to debate foe long- 


delayed redeployment from 
Hebron, the last West Bank 
town still under Israeli con- 
trol. 

“The government will 
resume serious debate on 
foe Hebron redeployment, 
while keeping a close 
watch on whether the other 
side respects foe accords 
which have been reached,” 
said foe prime minister. 

The new right-wing gov- 
ernment bas made halting 
Palestinian political activity 
in Jerusalem one of its top 
priorities. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
rejected criticism of his 
han dling of the peace 
process from former 
Labour Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, accusing his 
predecessor of wanting “to 
put a spanner in foe works" 
and of acting irresponsibly. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy is to travel to Europe 
in a bid to convince Euro- 
pean Union (EU) minis ters 


to keep away from Orient 
House, 

Israeli Radio said. 

It said Mr. Levy’s mission 
would take place in Sep- 
tember and that the minis- 
ter would also meet U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, but it did not 
give an itinerary. 

The foreign ministry was 
unavailable to give dates or 
other details. 

Israel has informed the 
EU that it will refuse a 
planned visit by top EU 
ministers if they do not 
ditch plans to visit Orient 
House, the radio said earli- 
er this week. 

The EU troika of foe for- 
eign ministers of Italy, Ire- 
land and foe Netherlands 
— the current, past and 
future presidents of foe 
union — is scheduled to 
visit Israel and foe Palestin- 
ian self-ruled territories 
next month. 


Ex-Iranian 
leader claims 
assassination 


conspiracy 


PARIS (AFP) — Former 
Iranian President Abdolhas- 
san Band Sadr claimed Tues- 
day terrorists are plotting to 
kill him in Berlin this week 
when he goes there to stand 
witness in a murder trial of 
four opposition Kurds. He 
vowed, however, that he is 
determined to give testimo- 
ny Thursday and Friday in 
foe trial of an Iranian and 
four Lebanese accused of 
killing four Iranian Kurds in 
1992. 

“I have received info-nna- 
tion from Iran indi ctin g that 
two hit-squads, one coming 
from Sweden and the other 
from a European country, 
have gone to Berlin to pre- 
pare to assassinate me," he 
told AFP. 

have decided to go to 
Berlin. I have given all the 
information on preparations 
for my assassination to 
French and German police," 
he said, adding that German 
police were to protect him. 

His informants had told 
him that a three-person hit- 
team of unknown nationality 
had joined a group of five 
I ranian s in Berlin, he said. 

The 63-year-old politician 
has lived in exile in France 
since being ousted by Aya- 
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini in 
19S1 after holding office for 
less than IS months, from 
January 1980. 

“I recently provided foe 
German authorities a long 
detailed report on the organ- 
isation of the terrorist state in 
Iran,” adding that foe order 
to kill him came from Presi- 
dent All Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani and Iran’s spiritu- 
al leader Ayatollah Aii 
Khamenei. 

He also said be had given 
authorities foe name of one 
of the accomplices in foe 
Berlin 1992 attack, not iden- 
tified until now, who is said 
to have shot tbe Kurds. 

Those lolled included foe 
head of foe democratic party 
of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI) 
Sadegh Charafkandi. They 
were shot by automatic gun- 
fire as they sat in a Berlin 
restaurant, the Mykonos, in 
September 1992. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Omar Rifai holds talks with Levy 


TEL AVTV (Petra) — Jordanian Ambassador to Israel Omar 
Rifai Tuesday met with Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy 
and discussed with him bilateral relations and efforts to devel- 
op economic cooperation . Mr. Rifai also discussed with Mr. 
Levy the issue of Jordanian prisoners in Israeli jails and the 
need to release them as soon as possible. The two sides stressed 
the importance of resuming the peace process to reach tangible 
progress on the Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian tracks. 


Arab panel discusses nuclear danger 


CAIRO (AFP) — Experts from eight Arab countries met here 
Tuesday to evaluate the “nuclear danger" posed by Israel over 
its refusal to adhere to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation treaty 
(NPT), Arab League officials said. "The meeting is to evaluate 
Israel’s nuclear strength which is a threat to Arab security," one 
official said, adding it was the first meeting of the special watch- 
dog group since it was set up by the Arab League in March. It 
groups experts from Egypt, Syria, Libya, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Jordan and the United Arab Emirates, who will prepare 
a report to submit to the Arab League at its next ministerial 
meeting in September. Officials from the Arab League's mili- 
tary department as well as the head of the Arab Atomic Energy 
Agency (AAEA), 


Baghdad wants dialogue with Kurds 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein's government 
on Tuesday accused warring Kurdish factions in northern Iraq of 
“serving the interests of foreign countries" but offered to resume 
its dialogue with them. The official Al-Qadissiya newspaper 
described the factions “as hired groups which took orders from 
foreign countries and turned themselves into a tool to achieve 
aims contrary to Iraq's interests.” But the newspaper also issued 
an offer to resume dialogue with the Kurds who have controlled 
northern Iraq in defiance of Baghdad since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war. The daily said the Iraqi leadership "has an open mind 
about any realistic and justified demand or about any humani- 
tarian case” and “will not hesitate to accept any new demand 
which is sufficiently justified." 


Lebanese court backs death for bomber 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A Lebanese court on Tuesday confirmed the 
death sentence imposed on a Lebanese man convicted of a 1994 
bombing against the Iranian-backed Hizbollah and of collabora- 
tion with Israel. The 10-judge amnesty committee, which rou- 
tinely reviews death sentences passed by lower courts, will now 
send the decision to President Elias Hrawi for either approval or 
amnesty. A military court sentenced Ahmad Al-Hallak to death 
on June 19 for the bombing on December 21. 1994, of a Hizbol- 
lah office in Beirut’s southern suburbs that killed four. Among 
the victims was Fuad Mughniye, brother of Imad Mughniye. a 
Hizbollah official believed to have ordered most of the abduc- 
tions of foreigners in Lebanon in the 1980s. After the bombing, 
Hallak fled to the Israeli-occupied border zone in southern 
Lebanon, but he was snatched and brought to court by Lebanese 
authorities earlier this year. 


Syrian premier ends Iran visit 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Syrian Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Al-Zoum wound up a three-day official visit to Iran on 
Tuesday after signing an economic cooperation accord, 
Iran s state radio said. The agreement calls for foe trans- 
fer of Iranian technical expertise in foe steel industry, rail- 
ways. cement factories. and wheat silos, it said. The two 
countries wifi also look into increasing trade, reducing 
customs tariffs and setting up economic joint ventures. 


Reagan to sell 
California ranch 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Former U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan and his 
wife Nancy have reluctant- 
ly listed their southern Cal- 
ifornia ranch — known 
during his presidency as 
foe western White House 

for sale, an aide said. 

“Sadly, since president 
Reagao’s illness, it hasn’t 
been used,” Reagan’s 
spokeswoman, Joanne ^ 


Drake, said in a brief state- 
ment. Reagan announced 
in 1994 that he was suffer- 
ing from Alzheimer's dis- 
ease, and he and his wife 
have lived solely in their 
Los Angeles mansion since 
then. 


Clinton celebrates 
birthday with pork 
and beans 


JACKSON, Tenn. (R) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and Vice President AI 
Gore’s wife tipper celebrat- 
ed their respective birthdays 
Monday with a southern 
barbecue featuring pork and 
beans. At Madison's Restau- 
rant, Mr. Clinton and his 
wife, Hillary, and the Gores 
tucked into what was 
described as a west Ten- flr 
nessee barbecue of pork, 
baked beans, coleslaw, new 
charbroiled potatoes, potato 
salad and grilled chicken. 

Mr. Clinton turned 50 Mon- 
day and Tipper turned 48. 
Officials said Tipper, a one- 
time newspaper photogra- 
pher, gave foe president a 
leather-bound copy of her 
new book called Picture 
This: A Visual Diary. The 
Clintons gave her a helmet 
and pads for roUerblading. 
Tipper got a new camera 
lens from her husband. 


Glasgow bans 


alcohol in the 
streets 


GLASGOW, Scotland (R) 

— Glasgow has banned the 
consumption of alcohol in 
the parks and streets of a 
city long renowned as the 
hardest drinking in Britain. 
But a few of the most deter- ^ 
mined drinkers were not to W 
be put off by the new by- 
law, which means they 
could be fined up to £500 
($750) for taking their tip- 
ple in foe open air. Police 
said “a handful of people” 
had been stopped under foe 
law and their beverages 
co nfi scated. To generations 
of Britons. Glasgow and 
alcohol are inseparable, foe 
subject of endless jokes and 
songs. But foe civic council, 
in addition to burnishing foe 
city’s image, wants Id 
improve security. 


Boy rescued by 
gorilla said 
recovering 


CHICAGO (R) _ The 
Three-year-old boy rescued 
by a protective female goril- 
la when he tumbled into her 
zoo habitat was recovering 
and could be released from 
the hospital this week, his 
doctor said. The boy, whose 
name has not been released ^ 
suffered braises and abr&- f ] 
sions from the nearly 20-fbbf 
fall onto the concrete encttF- - 
sure at Brookfield Zoo T s- 
Tropic World Africa Exhibit' 

He was listed in fair cood£ 
tion, upgraded from critical 
when he was first broughtin.. 


Rare snowfalls 
in Queensland 


— Aus- 
state - dt 


SYDNEY (R) 
tralia’s tropical « 
Queensland experienced i . 
rare light dusting of snow 
Monday as a cold snap sw 5 - . 
ept foe country's eastern 
states, ^ closing highways , 
and raising fears of fivfrl 
stock losses. The freezing" 
conditions reached as 
north as Stanfoorpe, 
kilometres southwest 


200 

4 


auuukucs sOUulWeSl. 

Brisbane, foe state capital w 
Queensland, a Bureau of 


Meteorology spokesman 
said. “There is a serious risk ^ 


of sheep or lamb losses," 
bureau spokesman said. ^ 
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